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ABSTRACT
The backcountry of colonial Virginia and North Carolina 
saw a process of urbanization during the third quarter of 
the eighteenth century uniquely shaped by a large-scale 
immigration from colonies to the north, aided by the 
westward extension of local government. This rapid 
development did not lead to the creation of a hierachical 
economic system of central places, but rather linear 
networks shaped by the geography of the region. Ironically, 
this phenomenon occurred in an area of two American colonies 
usually considered to be devoid of towns during the colonial 
period.
This dissertation is a study of twenty-eight towns 
established from 1744 to 1776 in the Piedmont Southside and 
Great Valley of Virginia and Piedmont North Carolina. The 
towns are categorized by their primary function 
(administrative, migrant, or trade), and then analyzed 
individually, taking into account the circumstances of their 
establishment, their intended purpose, their design, and 
actual development.
The goal of this work is not only to provide a regional 
town study, but also to identify commonalities in town 
development, including methods of establishment, economic 
activities on local and regional levels, the roles of public 
institutions, and what factors helped determine success or 
failure. The interaction between towns is also explored to 
determine trade and communication links, any network 
systems, and areas of urban influence. The study is an 
attempt to identify and describe the growth of a significant 
colonial urban movement.
vii
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Introduction
Scholars have largely ignored town development in the 
colonial South. Historians have categorized the development 
of the southern colonies as a rural phenomenon, and through 
force of repetition, a generally accepted model of colonial 
development that contrasts urban Middle and New England 
colonies with a bucolic South has created a myth that there 
were no urban centers below Pennsylvania with the possible 
exception of port cities such as Baltimore ana Charleston. 
These large southern ports have attracted some attention, as 
have the attempts to create communities through legislation. 
However, the interior reaches of the southern colonies are 
typically portrayed as being void of towns, with whatever 
needs which would normally be served in urban settings being 
met by isolated courthouses and solitary Scots' stores. Yet 
in the backcountry of Virginia and North Carolina there is a 
process of urbanization which is uniquely shaped by the flow 
of large-scale migration from the north, aided by a westward 
extension of local government, resulting in an unpredictably 
extensive amount of town formation.1 Furthermore, this 
rapid development did not lead to the creation of a
2
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3hierarchical economic system of central places, but rather 
linear networks following the geographical confines of the 
region.
Several historians have proposed theories to explain 
the supposed lack of urbanization in the southern colonies, 
with the geography of the region usually playing a large 
role. The vast amount of readily available land in the 
region is often blamed for the lack of towns. With the 
price of land within every man's reach, colonists chose not 
to congregate in towns and were instead diffused across the 
landscape. As a result, a plantation system developed, 
aided by the adoption of staple crops early in the colonial 
experience; tobacco in Virginia and Maryland, rice and 
indigo in the Carolinas and Georgia. No trading centers 
were necessary in the Southern colonies because of an 
extensive system of navigable waterways which allowed 
merchant ships direct access to plantation warves.
This kind of physical environmental determinism as an 
explanation for the failure of towns developed during the 
seventeenth century and continues to prevail- As early as 
1665, Thomas Woodward was writing that in Carolina, "To 
reduce Planters into Townes, is here almost impossible" 
because of large land holdings.2 There was a similar 
attitude in Virginia. Anthony Langston, also writing in the 
middle of the seventeenth century, faults the "manner of 
seating the Country," particularly blaming the "conveniency
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
of the River for the Transportation of their 
Commodities...."3 In 1724, Hugh Jones stated that towns 
were not developing because every plantation afforded "the 
owner the provision of a little market...."4 Even Thomas 
Jefferson in his Notes on the State of Virginia repeated 
this theme, writing almost apologetically that the river 
network allowed trade to come "directly to our doors, 
instead of our being obliged to go in quest of it" to the 
detriment of towns.3
The role of geography is echoed in modern historical 
work as well. Richard L. Morton, for example, claims that 
the combination of "topography and tobacco" turned colonists 
towards plantations and away from towns.6 Arthur Pierce 
Middleton develops the idea farther. He explains that the 
Chesapeake river network did not just hamper individual 
towns in Virginia but also the formation of entire 
interregional trade networks. As a result, the South 
developed a decentralized economic system which differed 
drastically from those of the Middle and New England 
colonies.7
In a corollary of the theme of physical environmental 
determinism, the plantation system, seemingly the natural 
outgrowth of the regional geography, is also used to deny 
the existence of urbanization. Philip Alexander Bruce 
argues that the southern agricultural system created a 
widely dispersed settlement pattern destroying the normal
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
5impetus for town growth.8 Avery Odell Craven specifically 
faults tobacco, proposing that soil exhaustion, the result 
of the crop's extensive cultivation, caused the failure of 
town development because it encouraged the creation of huge 
land holdings.9 John McCusker and Russell Menard also 
point to tobacco as factor because the crop required little 
processing and elaborate storage space - processes which 
normally promoted town development. Furthermore, its small 
bulk did not require the creation of an extensive internal 
transport network.10
In addition to the enormous investment in land, the 
financial liabilities of slavery, another aspect of 
plantation agriculture, is credited with hindering the rise 
of towns. U.B. Phillips and Eugene Genovese explain that 
the tremendous outlay of capital demanded by the slave 
system created a cycle of investment.11 As planters bought 
more slaves and expanded their land holdings, there was a 
drain of capital, deterring economic diversification and 
urbanization. Over time, the cycle was rationalized into an 
agrarian myth which denounced urban life; a myth which would 
not be fully developed until the middle part of the 
nineteenth century.12 McCusker and Menard also fault 
slavery, pointing out that the institution limited consumer 
demand in the area, encouraged plantation self-sufficiency, 
and channeled entrepreneurial activities into staple 
production.13
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6According to one school of thought, it was the British 
mercantile system as a whole which was responsible for the 
South's rural development. As the goal of mercantilism was 
the development of new markets for British goods in exchange 
for raw materials, the economy of the South proved ideal, 
with the result that urban growth was hindered. David Ward 
theorizes that this type of structured economy in the 
southern colonies could only support a few true urban 
centers, specifically Baltimore and Charleston. Once these 
towns were established they flourished and dominated the 
colonial trade, making other towns unnecessary.14 Lawrence 
H. Larsen adds that even though cities such as Charleston, 
Savannah, Richmond, and Norfolk did develop, they were so 
closely tied into the plantation economy that they grew 
without the "crass urban characteristics" of cities in other 
colonies.19 James Lemon notes that in comparison to 
southeastern Pennsylvania, trade in the southern colonies 
was restricted; controlled by the interests of London 
merchants who discouraged urban growth because of possible 
competition.16 On the other hand, Lois Carr explains that 
although rigidly controlled, the decentralized system of 
trade in the South worked successfully and thereby made the 
cost of building cities unattractive and seemingly 
unnecessary.17
Despite the plethora of material denying the importance
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
7or even the existence of towns in the region, there is a 
literature on urbanization in the colonial South. Most of 
the scholarship consists of antiquarian studies of 
individual communities. Examples are innumerable.18 These 
descriptions can prove valuable for the detail they provide 
regarding the early inhabitants of a community as well as 
its development; detail which otherwise might be lost. 
However, this type of study tends to be a simple narration 
of the past, heralding the achievements of the town founders 
(often ancestors of the author), recording early anecdotes 
about the community, and making some attempt to aid the 
geneologist in search of his jl ccts. What is lacking from 
this type of study is any kind of analysis or comparison 
with other communities.19
Much of the focus of more academic scholarship of 
urbanization in the colonial South has dealt with the failed 
attempts to found towns through legislation in 
seventeenth-century Virginia and Maryland.20 However, the 
histories of some individual towns have also been written. 
Unfortunately, these studies are limited primarily to larger 
port towns. David Ward, for example, is primarily concerned 
with Charleston and Baltimore. Using a different approach, 
Carl Bridenbaugh includes Charleston along with the larger 
ports of the northeast in his pioneering Cities in the 
Wilderness and Cities in Revolt. In addition, he does 
mention some other southern centers. However, Bridenbaugh
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
8tends to lump the cities together exploring the greater 
process of national growth instead of detailing the urban 
development of the South.21 Leila Sellers' monograph on 
Charleston, and Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker's study of 
Norfolk, both written in the 1930's, are excellent studies 
of the rise to prominence of these two cities22. But these 
works are urban biographies which treat the towns as 
isolated entities. They make no attempt to draw comparisons 
to the experience of other towns. Instead, it is Oscar H. 
Darter's work on Fredericksburg that truly begins to study 
the southern urban experience, although he does take a 
somewhat antiquarian approach. Darter does not treat 
Fredericksburg as an isolated unit, but rather as an example 
of a community functioning as a significant economic, 
social, and intellectual center. His approach is expanded 
in later southern town studies, such as William H. Siener's 
work Fredericksburg and Thomas H. Priesser's study of 
Alexandria.2 3
There have also been studies which look at the 
development of towns in particular Southern regions. John 
Reps' seminal work Tidewater Towns is a systematic study of 
the communities of Tidewater Virginia and Maryland focusing 
particularly on town planning. He analyzes the shape of a 
community, reading the story of each town through its 
physical structure and development. Using this process, he 
determines that contrary to the popular belief, several
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
9successful urban centers were created through both 
government and private impetus. Although his research 
focuses primarily on the Tidewater area. Reps does examine 
some towns in the Piedmont and mountain regions.24 To this 
list, Carl Bridenbaugh adds some twenty or so "crossroad*' 
communities in his early study of the backcountry. Myths and 
Realities. He explains that these towns arose along primary 
transportation lines in the South and briefly suggests that 
they grew to meet the governmental and market needs of their 
immediate neighborhoods.2 3
Bridenbaugh's work is suggestive of a more recent type 
of urban analysis of the colonial South which seeks to 
differentiate between urban form and function. The 
functionalist approach argues that communities of modest 
size, traditionally not recognized as urban centers, played 
important roles in their regional economies.26 H. Roy 
Merrens uses this approach in a study of North Carolina, 
illustrating the roles communities played in providing 
services for their surrounding rural areas. He also 
explores the trading links which formed between frontier 
communities such as Salem, with interior market centers like 
Cross Creek, and finally to port towns such as Wilmington 
and Brunswick, creating a linear network.27 Joseph A.
Ernst joined Merrens in a study of Camden, South Carolina 
which stressed the importance of its function as urban 
center within the expanding regional economy. Initially,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Camden served only to meet the needs of a local market- But 
with the rise of the wheat trade in the mid-eighteenth 
century, Camden grew into a milling and trade center, 
gradually becoming part of a commercial trade network.28
Functionalism has also been applied on a regional 
scale. James O'Mara explores the urban places of Tidewater 
Virginia within the context of the regional economy, 
emphasizing population dispersal, land occupancy, 
production, and the dominance of the British mercantile 
system of trade regulation.28 In other studies, Carville 
Earle and Ronald Hoffman examine the role of staple 
agriculture in the Southern backcountry, explaining that 
tobacco and rice production did not provide sufficient 
incentive for establishing communities. Instead, they argue 
that the rise of the wheat trade in the South led to 
employment and manufacturing opportunities which resulted in 
the creation of local market settlements, milling and 
manufacturing towns, and inland trading centers.30
Although functional interpretations have done much to 
pull the urban colonial South from obscurity, they have not 
been without faults. Robert Mitchell and Warren Hofstra 
argue that earlier functionalist studies are incomplete 
because they fail to relate the size and form of the towns, 
nor do they give "any hint of the social processes involved 
in settlement formation."31 Furthermore, although a 
functionalist study may explain the rise of communities
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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within a trading network, what of the towns which existed 
before the urban system developed? In their work on 
Winchester, Virginia, Mitchell and Hofstra seek to apply a 
functionalist approach, though they explore the relationship 
of form and function. As well, they examine the rise of 
Winchester using "an approach commensurate with contemporary 
views of settlement organization," in an attempt to present 
a more realistic picture of urban development.32
Much of the debate raised in the study of Southern 
urbanization is the result of definition. To an Englishman 
of the seventeenth or eighteenth century, in addition to the 
element of safety they could provide from Spanish, French, 
or Indian attack, towns were considered the basis of 
civilization.33 This belief may account for the 
administrative efforts to establish towns in the seventeenth 
century, as well as pamphleteers who in 1794 were still 
promoting town establishment in "the East Indies, America or 
Elsewhere...."34 By the eighteenth century, Europeans had 
developed conceptions of what made up cities, towns, and 
villages, creating a hierarchy of size and importance. The 
fact that modern study of southern colonial urbanization is 
largely focused on the larger towns and the failure of 
legislative efforts to create new urban centers is 
significant, revealing a trend to equate size of population 
with urbanization- which has existed from the colonial period 
itself. Historians have suggested that urban development in
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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the South was insignificant because period travelers through 
the colonies were careful to note the small populations of 
the towns through which they passed.35
In eighteenth-century accounts, when the basis of 
comparison to European cities was population, the towns in 
the South did not fare well. Even Thomas Jefferson, when 
listing Virginia's urban centers writes about the "Towns, 
but more properly our villages or hamlets...."36 These 
early accounts, especially those of European travelers, are 
often highly subjective and impressionistic, usually lacking 
an examination of the community's function.37 Those 
writers careful enough to observe the functional side of a 
community do so only for the larger towns and then tend to 
make function secondary to size. Furthermore, descriptions 
of town functions tend to stress trade and commercial 
activities, often neglecting industry and governmental 
roles.3 8
Do these tendencies infer then that period accounts are 
not useful in the study of urban development? On the 
contrary, the eighteenth-century author is an observer, 
writing to an audience who in all likelihood shared views 
common to their society. His purpose in writing is 
descriptive, to recount the unusual. If a community is 
simply named and then dismissed as a "county town," for 
example, the traveler is not making a judgement. Rather, he 
simply feels that he has provided an adequate description of
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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a common subject which his reader will immediately 
understand in terms of function as well as approximate size.
In longer observations, an author may be highly 
subjective, yet he also provides insight into what his 
reader thinks a town should be. As an example, during his 
tour of Virginia in 1759-60, Andrew Burnaby carefully noted 
that while "by act of assembly there ought to be forty-four 
towns; but one half of these have not more than five houses; 
and the other half are little better than inconsiderable 
villages."39 Burnaby's observation is revealing, because 
through this statement he explains that incorporation in 
Virginia did not guarantee the presence of an urban center. 
Furthermore, it is clear that at least in his opinion, five 
houses did not constitute a town.
The use of hierarchy in describing urban centers is not 
limited to the eighteenth-century; neither is the idea that 
western civilization is inexorably linked to towns and urban 
life.40 Indeed, a model developed in the 1930's by German 
geographer Walter Christaller, suggests that even the 
location of towns in a geographical area is determined by 
their size and interrelationships.41 Known as Central 
Place Theory, the idea proposes that, given a level plain on 
which a population with equal wealth is evenly dispersed, a 
hierarchy of towns will develop in an interlocking system of 
hexagons. At the lowest level, small market communities 
develop to serve the basic needs of the surrounding
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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community. Six of these villages surround a larger town 
which provides them with a higher level of goods and 
services. In turn, six of the towns form a hinterland for a 
city which provides them with even more specialized products 
and skills. The trend would continue until the whole plain 
was filled with an evenly distributed series of urban 
centers of diminishing size with corresponding spheres of 
trade and influence.42 Recently, historians such as Lemon 
and O ’Mara have attempted to apply Central Place Theory to 
colonial America, with varying degrees of success.
In other repects the chain of city, town, and village 
also persists as a viable way to describe the spectrum of 
towns; from large, hetrogeneous communities with labor and 
class divisions and diverse economies to small, largely 
classless agricultural settlements.43 But a problem lies 
in the fact that the terms themselves remain highly 
subjective. At what point does a village become a town or a 
town become a city? Furthermore, are the standards used for 
one area or culture valid for others?
The number of inhabitants is one of the most common 
determinants in defining an urban communty. Even today 
several societies still use population figures as guides to 
define a communty's status as well as its eligibility for 
incorporation.44 However, the numerical values vary 
widely, and as Andrew Burnaby was quick to note, although a 
geographical location may be legally incorporated into a
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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town, that does not guarantee the presence of a population. 
On the other hand, settlements of sizeable populations which 
might otherwise be legally defined as cities or towns 
sometimes choose to remain unincorporated for many reasons 
not the least of which was to avoid taxation.
Another criterion for defining a town is function. A 
generally accepted characteristic of an urban center is that 
its population is not primarily engaged in agricultural 
production.43 In this light towns are centers of 
collection, exchange, trade, manufacture, or government and 
size need not be included as a variable. Ernst and Merrens 
successfully demonstrated that even the the small 
unincorporated community of Camden functioned as a center of 
trade and commerce, playing an important role in its 
immediate area and becoming a part of a trading network. 
However, they themselves pointed out that these kinds of 
activities were often carried out in the colonial South in 
the smallest of forms; Scottish stores which often opened 
and closed depending on market forces.46 Inns, ferries, 
and mills provided manufacturing and service functions in 
sparcely populated regions - functions important enough for 
them to appear on period maps.47 Similarly, during certain 
days of the year, county courthouses in seventeenth-century 
Virginia transformed from isolated structures into market 
and entertainment centers.48 Yet, while Scottish stores, 
inns, mills, or courthouses may have provided loci for
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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urban-type activities, they were not towns.49
Population and function are elements of cities and 
towns, but singularly they do not adequately portray a 
complete picture of an urban center. What is lacking is the 
urbanization process itself. Towns and cities are not 
stagnant collections of people any more than they are 
isolated retail outlets. A town grows or fails. Its 
population increases or decreases according to any number of 
shaping forces. Urbanization involves external growth as a 
town physically expands in a region, its form influenced by 
factors such as population, trade, and manufacturing. There 
is an internal growth as well, as a town struggles to meet 
its population's social needs of government, education, and 
religion.30 An aggregate population is not urban until it 
develops a diverse economy and its members begin to identify 
with the community. Nor is an inn or ferry "urban" until 
people begin to congregate nearby, adding different economic 
activities to the society and helping it physically take 
shape.
The main purpose of this dissertation is to provide a 
study of town development in an interior region of the upper 
South- In order to examine similarities and differences in 
diverse political areas, two colonies of the upper South are 
included in the study - Virginia and North Carolina. Within 
these two colonies a geographical region consisting of the 
Great Valley and southern Piedmont of Virginia, as well as
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Piedmont North Carolina was chosen. In the area, referred 
to throughout the work as the backcountry, twenty-eight 
towns have been identified, all of which were established 
between 1744 and 1776, mostly during the third quarter of 
the century (See maps 1 and 2). One community, Manakin Town 
(1698), has not been included in the study because it was 
part of an earlier urban movement - William Byrd's town 
promotion during the seventeenth century.51 Furthermore, 
the twenty-eight towns in the selected region are not the 
only communities to be found west of the fall zone.
Colonial towns such as Germanna and Leesburg were 
established in the northern Piedmont of Virginia.52 There 
were also towns founded beyond the Appalachian Mountains by 
the end of the colonial period, including Romney, West 
Virginia, as well as Boonesborough and Lexington,
Kentucky.53 However, the chosen area encompasses the major 
settlement routes in the two colonies, and with some 
exception, all of the towns in the region were founded 
within a few years of each other.
The work begins with an examination of some early urban 
movements in Virginia and North Carolina, as well as the 
routes of settlement and patterns of land ownership in the 
two colonies. The chapters which follow address the towns 
in the region topically. The towns are categorized by their 
primary function (administrative, migrant, or trade), and 
then analyzed individually, taking into account the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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MAP 1 
VIRGINIA PIEDMONT
White, Matthew. "VIRGINIA PIEDMONT." 1991.
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MAP 2
NORTH CAROLINA PIEDMONT
White, Matthew. "NORTH CAROLINA PIEDMONT." 1991.
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circumstances of their establishment, their intended 
purpose, their design, and actual development; in other 
words, their form as well as function. The second chapter 
is a study of towns founded as court communities which 
continued to exist through the colonial period. Chapter 
three continues this administrative theme by examining towns 
which either were founded as county communities and later 
lost the court or were made county seats after having 
existed for some time. Migrant towns, communities founded 
by settlers moving into the region along the Great Wagon 
Road from Pennsylvania are examined next. Towns which were 
primarily dependent on commercial activity, trading towns 
and resorts are explored in Chapter five. Naturally, many 
of the communities studied, indeed the most successful 
towns, will encompass two or more of the more signifcant 
functions. They will be fully examined only once and are 
merely mentioned as further examples in succeeding chapters.
The goals of this study are not only to provide a 
regional town survey, but also to identify commonalities in 
development, including methods of establishment, economic 
activities on local and regional levels, the roles of public 
institutions, and what factors led to success or failure.
The interaction between towns is explored, in order to 
delineate trade and communication links, any network systems 
of towns, and areas of urban influence. This work is an 
attempt to identify and describe the growth of a significant 
colonial urban movement.
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Chapter 1
Settlement Patterns and Early Urban Movements
It is no coincidence that the words "city" and 
"civilization" share the same Latin root. Throughout 
history, the city has represented the flowering of a 
society's achievements. It was a physical manifestation of 
culture; the site of technical advancement, artistic 
pursuits, and education. But more than a location for 
intellectual pursuit, the city was also the measure of a 
nation's power, offering its populous safety, order, and 
control.1 When nations spread out beyond their own 
borders, they would carry their culture, their ideas of 
civilization, with them. The city proved to be an excellent 
tool of colonization as pioneers built settlements in 
conscious imitation of the forms and styles of their 
homeland. Once established, these towns were islands of 
alien culture and power, providing stepping stones into 
conquered territories and previously unoccupied lands.
The seemingly inherent link between city and 
civilization was a natural and unquestioned reality of human 
existence for many cultures, and the English of the
23
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seventeenth century were no different. In the beginning of 
their colonization efforts, the English directors of 
settlements in Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina all provided 
directives for the construction of towns. These centers 
were to serve as market areas for the collection and 
distribution of agricultural products and trade goods. They 
would offer the colonists protection against foreign threats 
such ds the Spanish, the French, and the Indians. British 
officials simply assumed that cities would rise in the New 
World and these instructions tended to be secondary to other 
matters. However, as a decentralized economy developed in 
the southern colonies, by the middle of the seventeenth 
century, matters took on a more serious tone and colony 
leaders began to urgently press for town development.2 The 
Lord Proprietors of Carolina explained to their colonists 
"for wee must assure you that it is your and our Concerne 
very much to have some very good Towns in your Plantations 
for other wise you will not longe continue civillized or 
ever bee considerable or secure, there being no place in the 
world either of these without them."3 Civilization without 
towns was deemed impossible.
The quest for urban development in the southern 
colonies came from many quarters as British policymakers 
struggled to reconcile the conflicting philosophies of their 
cultural and economic thought. The rural nature of the
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Southern plantation system suited mercantilist theories of 
restricted trade, limited manufacture, and production of raw 
materials, yet ran counter to the demands of civilization. 
Similarly, the mercantile system needed towns as 
administrative and trading centers in order to control the 
economy; yet also discouraged town development due to the 
fear of creating competitive manufacturing centers.4
One solution offered to this quandary was the 
relaxation of merchantilist policy to allow some manufacture 
and limited trade. In 1657, Anthony Langston, blaming the 
lack of industry in Virginia for the absence of towns, 
outlined a plan which would spawn urbanization through the 
importation of skilled craftsmen. He suggested that the 
mass immigration should take place in two waves, with 
"Brickmakers, Bricklayers, Sawyers, Joiners, Plaisterers, 
Coopers, Glasiers, and Smiths, Tanners... Shoemakers, 
Millwrites...and Boatwrites" arriving the first year 
followed by "Hemp and Flax Dressers, roape makers, Soape 
Boilers, Potash men. Felt makers, Beaver makers, & divers 
other Trades" in the second.15 The resulting advantages of 
the rise in land values, increased population, employment, 
and education, were obvious. But such a plan was 
unrealistic, if well meant, and decentralized settlement 
continued.
Francis Makemie wrote early in the next century, "I 
have been justly amazed to see the unaccountable Humour and
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singularity" of the colonists "who have so patiently, and
for so long a time, sat down with a kind if stupid
satisfaction under those pressing and Innumerable
Disadvantages both they and their Posterity must still
endure...."6 The problem was that the directors of
Virginia and Carolina simply were not willing to sacrifice
any of their mercantilist principles even for the creation
of towns. Instead, they attempted to maintain a strict
economic system and embarked upon a campaign to legislate
towns into existence.
The early attempts in Virginia to influence urban
settlement focused on Jamestown. Governors or their
lieutenants were instructed repeatedly to direct their
attentions to rebuilding the town despite its unfortunate
location and poor track record.7 However, matters took a
different course after the arrival of Governor Thomas Lord
Culpepper, who informed the Assembly that the king, Charles
II, considered towns a necessity,
without which noe other nation ever begunne a 
plantacon, or any yet thrived (as it ought,) and 
observed that all other means have bin 
unsuccesfull, hath in order thereunto Resolved as 
soon as storehouses & conveniencyes can be 
provided to prohibit Shipps tradeing here to loade 
or unloade but at certaine fixed places....8
This speech marked a shift of focus from Jamestown, and
provided an outline for a period of mass town legislation
extending from the middle of the seventeenth century into
the first decade of the eighteenth century.9
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The Virginia Assembly made three attempts to fulfill 
the king's wishes. In 1680, An act for cohabitation and 
encouragement of trade and manufacture went into effect, 
establishing twenty ports on the major rivers.10 This act 
required that imports and exports pass only through these 
ports. To encourage settlement further, the act exempted 
goods in the towns from attachment for debt and granted 
artisans who settled there five years tax exemption. 
Nevertheless, the towns failed to attract populations, and 
ships captains, finding the wharves and storage facilities 
at the new towns to be poor or nonexistent, continued to 
trade as they had in the past. Finally, the act was 
disallowed.11 A second act was passed in 1691, and a third 
in 1706. These pieces of legislation also met with failure 
and were repealed on the insistence of the Board of Trade, 
who feared the rise of manufacturing competition.12 After 
a final act did not even gain enough support to pass through 
the House of Burgesses in 1711, the failure of town 
legislation in Virginia was complete.13
Similar attempts to legislate towns were made in North 
Carolina, though on a much smaller scale. Throughout the 
1660's, the Lord Proprietors detailed schemes for the 
creation of agricultural villages to supply food for the 
colony. These villages also were to serve as commercial 
centers, providing the colony with economic and 
administrative control.1* In 1576, the Proprietors also
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ordered the establishment of three towns, restricting the 
import and export trade to those locations.13 However, 
this legislation was no more successful than that of 
Virginia. The village system failed to materialize as 
colonists continued to settle on individual farms. As 
Thomas Woodward had noted some years earlier, although port 
restrictions might provide a foundation for towns, without 
some effort to create a more favorable balance of trade and 
provide an adequate supply of "coine," they were destined 
for failure.16 By 1710, official attempts to create towns 
through legislative magic were abandoned.17
The failure of this kind of town legislation, which was 
also attempted in Maryland and South Carolina, did not 
signify an end to government participation in urbanization. 
On the contrary, these efforts set a precedent for 
government authority. During the eighteenth century, towns 
were founded on an individual basis as specific needs 
required, or in answer to legislative petitions from 
individuals. Throughout this process, public officials 
often played important roles in site acquisition, plan 
development plans, regulation of lot sales, the 
establishment building requirements, and the appointment of 
trustees.18 As.the people of Virginia and North Carolina 
began to occupy the western portions of their colonies, 
public officials were actively involved in the urban 
process, whether the towns were established through private
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initiative, to meet a demand for trade, or to serve as 
administrative centers.
There was a wave of urban activity in the west during 
the third quarter of the eighteenth century. In the 
backcountry, the composition of the land differed from the 
low lying Coastal Plain. The region was made up of a vast 
mosaic of forest and grassland extending from the Delaware 
Valley and the headwaters of the Chesapeake Bay stretching 
southward through Piedmont Virginia, North Carolina, and 
beyond.19 The land was rolling and rich, made up of 
limestone and clay soils. The plateau was watered by swift, 
shallow streams and narrow rivers, not suited for extensive 
navigation, but excellent for supporting a wide range of 
plant life from tall grasses to towering forests of trees. 
The climate was temperate and rainfall was plentiful.20
There is no distinct boundary to the region but it 
began roughly at the Fall Zone, the falls in the many rivers 
above which navigation became difficult, and ran to the edge 
of the Appalachian Mountains. In Virginia, the region 
included the Great Valley, though it was separated from the 
Piedmont by the Blue Ridge Mountains. A section of sand 
hills and pine forests served as a buffer between the 
Piedmont and the Coastal Plain in southeastern North 
Carolina. The use of the Fall Zone as an eastern boundary 
recently has come under fire as a confusing misconception of 
the actual delineation of the Coastal Plain from the
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Piedmont.21 Nevertheless, it is important to note that the
falls were recognized as a "quasi-division line" during the
colonial period.22 In 1705, Francis Makemie wrote to
Virginians that "the best, richest and most healthy part of
your Country is yet to be inhabited, above the Falls of
every River, to the Mountains....23 Later in the century,
German traveler Johann Schoepf described North Carolina:
Farther inland, especially above the Falls of 
the...rivers, the country has a Different look, 
swelling into hills and mountains; the valleys are 
well watered and rich in grass; the soil is fatter 
and more productive; the air wholesomer; oaks, 
walnuts and other leaf-trees push out pines; and 
these parts are inferior in beauty and fertility 
to none in America.24
Real or imagined, the Fall Zone served as a boundary to a
new country awaiting settlement.
The backcountry was essentially unexplored and
uninhabited by Europeans until Virginia Governor Alexander
Spotswood and his Knights of the Golden Horseshoe made an
expedition into the region in 1716. Exploration had taken
place earlier in the colonial period, most notably by John
Lederer and John Lawson.25 But for the most part, early
accounts of the backcountry were often based on limited
personal experience, or generalizations about the whole
region based on knowledge of a particular area. Still, such
works created an image of a fertile land which influenced
settlement. The dominant theme of this literature was
praise for the abundance of land and opportunity, the
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temperate climate, plant life, and wildlife. William Byrd 
II, for example, using knowledge gained from his trips with 
the surveying party on the border of Virginia and North 
Carolina, promoted the attributes of the backcountry, 
calling the land Eden.26 Fueled by some basis in fact, the 
backcountry became legendary for its fabulous resources and 
the promise it held for settlers.27
Initially the push for settlement came from the east.
By the latter part of the seventeenth century, most of the 
land in Tidewater had been cleared, and much of the best 
land claimed. Englishmen began to cross past the protection 
of forts set up along the Fall Zone and venture into 
territory occupied by the Indians. After Nathaniel Bacon's 
Rebellion, the push for settlement began in earnest, aided 
by Governor Spotswood who opened up the territory in 1710. 
Spotswood developed promotional schemes, promising colonists 
tax and quitrent exemptions for ten years if they would take 
up land in two new counties created by an act in 1720. 
Despite such incentives, the Southside, the region south of 
the James river, developed slowly. Settlement was hampered 
by the small size of land patents, administrative policy 
which required that colonists take up the poor land as well 
as the good, and by the geography of the region. Except for 
the James, the rivers of the Southside were largely 
unnavigable. Other rivers that were large enough for ship 
traffic flowed into the Albemarle Sound instead of the
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Chesapeake Bay.28
Westward settlement in North Carolina was also 
hindered by a number factors, not the least of which was 
geography. With no deep water ports like those to the north 
and south, planters faced tremendous trading disadvantages. 
The outlying banks of sand that made up the colony's rugged 
coastline made shipping hazardous as pilots contended with 
severe storms, changing currents, and shifting sandbars. As 
in the case of Virginia, the rivers in the Piedmont for the 
most part flowed south into another colony, making 
communication and trade with the East difficult. Economic 
difficulties cause by delays, lack of capital, a shortage of 
manpower, and the absence of a marketable cash crop meant 
slow expansion for North Carolina.29 In 1733, when other 
colonies were well into western development, an exasperated 
Governor George Burrington despaired that "Land is not 
wanting for men in Carolina, but men for land."30 However, 
the 1730's saw huge numbers of colonists immigrating to the 
backcountry of North Carolina and Virginia. But the 
newcomers did not settle in a traditional succession of 
frontier stages. The backcountry was settled primarily from 
the north.31
During the early years of the eighteenth century, large 
numbers of Europeans crossed the Atlantic, many of them 
landing in Pennsylvania. The reasons for the migration were 
economic and political. People arrived in search of
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economic opportunity often fleeing from the war-ravaged
regions of central Europe and the depressed economies of
southern Britain and Ireland. As well, colonists sought
relief from religious persecution: French Protestants
because of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685;
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians in defiance of the Penal Act of
1704; and Pietist German Protestants seeking relief from
both Catholic and Lutheran controlled governments.
Ulstermen, Germans, French Huguenots, and Welshmen streamed
into the colony. They were joined by a wave of Marylanders
moving out of the soil-depleted Eastern Shore and escaping
the chaos of the disputed borderlands with Pennsylvania.
The influx of people moved towards the southwest into the
Lancaster region. But the area filled quickly, driving up
land prices and pushing people onward in search of cheaper
and better lands. The colonial wars and the accompanying
Indian troubles also gave incentive for further migration.
The area to the immediate south did not offer much
opportunity because of the border dispute during which land
offices remained closed, leaving prospective settlers with
no access to land patents or clear titles.32 It was a
natural step that colonists would look further south:
Hearing by the hunters and traders, the 
commonfinders out of the backlands, that the lands 
in the Colony of Virginia were rich and good, they 
were inclined to bear the burdens of danger and
hardships in hopes to provide not only for
themselves but to prevent, as much as in them lay, 
the slavery of their posterity.33
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With some exceptions, especialy during the Seven Years 
War, there was a steady flow of immigrants into the Great 
Valley of Virginia from 1730 through the end of the colonial 
period. By far the majority of the settlers came into the 
Valley by crossing the Potomac river at ferry sites such as 
Shepherdstown, Williamsport, and Harper’s Ferry. However a 
small number did enter through natural gaps in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. The wave of migration first came to the 
Shenandoah Valley, the northern portion of the Great Valley, 
which includes the modern counties of Jefferson and Berkeley 
in West Virginia, Frederick, Shenandoah, Rockingham,
Augusta, and Rockbridge counties in Virginia. Settlers were 
attracted by the widespread availability of good farmland 
and the chance to "gain a comfortable livelihood...."34 
Furthermore, Virginia government officials encouraged 
settlement of the valley to create a buffer zone between 
Indian areas and Tidewater. However, there were few 
permanent Indian settlements in the valley to discourage 
colonization. Virtually empty in 1730, the Shenandoah 
Valley experienced an astounding population boom, reaching 
an estimated 21,000 inhabitants by 1763, which grew to
53,000 people by 1776.3B
But the Shenandoah Valley was not always the terminus 
for immigrants. It also served as a migratory corridor 
widely known as the Great Wagon Road, leading settlers 
through the Rockbridge Gap into Southside Virginia and on
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into North Carolina.36 After twenty-five years of 
continual immigration, it was only a matter of time before 
the pressures of population would result in a move to the 
largely unpopulated regions even farther south. Indeed, by 
1750, much of the choice agricultural land of the valley was 
occupied. Furthermore, the 1750's brought the increasing 
threat of Indians who felt the valley was their private 
preserve. Piedmont North Carolina offered relative security 
to inhabitants as well as the location of familiar social 
groupings. In addition, religious attitudes, especially in 
the lower (northern) Shenandoah Valley where the Anglican 
Church was firmly established, may have provided incentive 
for Dissenters to move into North Carolina.37
Baptists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Quakers, and 
Moravians immigrated into Piedmont North Carolina down the 
Great Wagon Road settling first along the Haw, Hyco, and Eno 
rivers in the central Piedmont, then west beyond the Yadkin 
and Catawba.38 Governor Gabriel Johnston wrote the Board 
of Trade in 1751 that "Inhabitants flock in here daily, 
mostly from Pensilvania and other- parts of America, who are 
overstocked with people...."39 August Gottlieb Spangenburg 
agreed, noting that "Many of the first comers were brought 
by poverty, for they were too poor to buy land in 
Pennsylvania or Jersey, and yet wished to have land of their 
own...."40 The size of the migration was astounding and 
attracted the attention of officials in other colonies.
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Benjamin Franklin estimated that by 1763 over 40,000 people 
had left Pennsylvania for North Carolina and James Maury of 
Virginia noted with concern that "By Bedford Court-house in 
one week, 'tis said, &, I believe, truly said, near 300 
Persons, Inhabitants of this Colony, past, on their way to 
Carolina."41 The population of the colony in 1730 stood 
between 30,000 and 35,000 people. It doubled by 1750, and 
tripled from 1750 to 1770 to stand between 175,000 and
185,000 persons.42 In 1766 Governor William Tryon wrote,
"I am of the opinion this province is settling faster than 
any on the continent...; some few went to Georgia and 
Florida, but liked it so indifferently, that some of them 
have since returned."43
As in Virginia, many of the immigrants to North 
Carolina were Germans and Ulster Scots but there were also 
some Irish settlers.44 Most of these colonists traveled 
down the northern corridor. But one group, Scottish 
Highlanders, immigrated directly from Europe. The 
Highlanders had many motives for leaving their homeland. 
Population growth, changes in agriculture, the Enclosure 
Movement, and the decline of the clan system all gave 
impetus for migration. Finally, the failure of the 1745 
rebellion made emigration a necessity for many Scots.45 
Several Highlanders were attracted to North Carolina through 
promotional schemes whi ch i n eluded the circulation of 
pamphlets with such titles as Informations Concerning the
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Province of North Carolina.** As well, colonial officials, 
seizing the opportunity to attract new settlers, offered 
land and monetary incentives.'17 These efforts were 
successful and a large population of Highland Scots grew in 
the Sand Hills region; modern Cumberland, Johnston, and 
Scotland counties.
Individual land holdings for newcomers to the 
backcountry were obtained through patents. In Virginia and 
North Carolina a settler chose a piece of land, then was 
required by law to have the tract surveyed and officially 
recorded. County surveyors were instructed by colonial 
officials as to what sizes and shapes the tracts would take 
in an effort to prevent settlers from patenting only the 
best lands in a given area. They were ordered, for example, 
to create tracts using only lines oriented north-south and 
east-west and to limit water frontage proportionately to the 
size of the rest of the patent. Unfortunately, in practice, 
the system was subject to corruption and inaccuracy. As a 
result, land affairs, particularly in North Carolina, tended 
to be in a state of chaos.1 p
Confusion arose in a number of spheres. Surveyors 
routinely ignored their instructions and laid out 
irregularly shaped grants. Poor measuring techniques were 
commonplace as surveyors made obscure references to 
impermanent features leaving boundaries unclear. Under the 
Proprietorship in North Carolina, there was no Surveyor
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General and colonists were not required to file deeds when 
selling land. As a result, disputed claims were 
commonplace. The General Assembly, after the colony came 
under royal administration, attempted to remedy the 
situation but problems remained.'10 Governor Burrington 
noted for example, that Edward Mosley, the colony's new 
Surveyor General, routinely recorded patents without 
actually seeing the boundaries, and that his assistants 
"seldom measured, but contended themselves to mark two Trees 
in front for corners, and then guessed the other bounds, and 
so returned the Pretended Surveys into the Secretary's 
office."50 Eventually the practice of measuring only three 
sides of a patent became commonplace, with the surveyor 
"entertaining what course ought to be to close the figure,
without ever knowing what curves were on that Line, or
proving whether their survey was right...," and allowing 
landowners to extend their holdings "and mark it for
themselves according to the plan if they knew it if not at
random."51 The situation in Virginia, where county 
surveyors had to be accredited by the College of William and 
Mary, was somewhat better. Still, even in Virginia, 
surveyors wielded power and were able to reward friends and 
punish enemies through their offices by understating or 
exaggerating the size of landholdings and by determining 
when or if a patent would be recorded.52
Under the headright system in both colonies, the head
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of a household could claim a minimum of fifty acres for 
himself and was guaranteed similar claims for other.people 
he brought with him whether they were family members, 
servants, or other settlers. The size of land holdings 
varied but were generally small. Most grants were less than 
six hundred acres - three hundred acres being more 
average.33 Some men were able to accrue large landholdings 
for speculative ventures, though efforts were made to limit 
the number of extensive grants. Nevertheless, land 
speculation did occur in the backcountry with varying 
degrees of success as speculators tried to dispose of their 
holdings.3 4
In the 1730's three men and their associates received 
large land grants. William Beverley and Benjamin Borden,
Sr. were both granted tracts close to 100,000 acres in size 
in the upper Shenandoah Valley, modern Augusta and 
Rockbridge Counties. In North Carolina, Henry McCulloch 
obtained land in excess of 1,000,000 acres scattered in 
tracts in the Cape Fear region, as well as in between the 
Yadkin, Catawba, and Eno rivers. Fortunately, these three 
men were obliged to follow the same stipulations as other 
grantees, and had to find settlers for their lands. As a 
result, they actively recruited settlers, serving almost as 
immigration agents for the backcountry. Borden and 
especially Beverley actually helped quicken the pace of 
settlement in the Valley. McCulloch was not as successful
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and eventually most of the grant had to be surrendered to 
the crown.33 Land speculators influenced the rate of 
settlement in the backcountry, but the two largest private 
tracts were not held by speculators. They were proprietary 
grants.
The Northern Neck of Virginia is the area of land lying 
between the Rappahanok and Fotcnac rivers. The grant was 
made in 1664 by Charles II to seven patantees in gratitude 
for their support during his exile. By 1681 Alexander Lord 
Culpeper, son of one of the original owners, had purchased 
the rights of the other proprietors. The land was 
repatented to him in 1688 and passed to his daughter 
Catherine Fairfax at his death. When her son came of age, 
Catherine persuaded him to accept the Northern Neck in 
exchange for his Fairfax holdings so that she could save the 
heavily mortgaged Culpeper estates. Thomas Lord Fairfax 
spent three years exploring his new lands beginning in 173 6. 
He returned to England to settle boundary disputes, then 
moved to Virginia, finally settling at his Greenway Court 
estate in 1748. Grants in the western reaches of the 
Northern Neck were made from his land office which opened in 
1752 under ninety-nine year leases. The grants were 
maintained separately from government patents until just 
after his death in 1781.’*6
Fairfax's administration of the Northern Neck began 
after there was already a sigir.ificant population in the
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Shenandoah Valley. Indeed, the crown had made other grants 
in the region, including a tract of 80,000 acres to Issac 
and John Vanmeter. This land was purchased by Yost Hite and 
some partners who in turn sold tracts to settlers- When he 
was in London, Fairfax agreed to respect the grants, 
including those which technically stood within his 
proprietorship. However, when he arrived in Virginia, 
Fairfax proclaimed that all settlers on the Hite lands, 
about five hundred tracts, were squatters and owed rents in 
arrears to 1745. Hite promptly filed a lawsuit, but Fairfax 
through connections in the government was able to draw out 
the case until after his death. A decision was finally 
reached in 1786 favoring the Hite contingent, but the case 
had left settlers in doubt of the legitimacy of their 
holdings for thirty-seven years."7
Even larger than the Northern Neck was the Granville 
District in North Carolina. Originally, Carolina was 
granted to eight Lord Proprietors in 1663. When the other 
proprietors sold the colony back to the crown in 1729, Lord 
Carteret retained his share. When the boundary of the 
district was laid cut for his son Earl Granville in 1745, it 
ran from the Virginia border south to 35° 24* or the 
southern boundaries of modern Chatham, Randolph and Rowan 
counties. More than the original one-eighth, the land 
included approximately half cf North Carolina's land and 
two-thirds of her population. Granville administered the
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district from London through officials based in Edenton.58
The Granville proprietorship was a source of discontent
for administrators as well as colonists. Although he was
granted no political power, Granville's land was beyond the
control of the crown and colonial officials. Colony
administrators were angered by the loss of power as well as
badly needed revenue. Meanwhile settlers in the district
were the frequent victims of abuses and fraud. Granville
tried to assert control but had little success. He wrote
his agent Francis Corbin in 1756:
Great and frequent complaints are transmitted to 
me of those persons you employ to receive entries 
and make surveys in the back countries. It is 
their extortions and not the regular fees of 
office which is the cause of clamour from my 
tenants. Insinuations are made too as if these 
extortions were connieved at by my agents: for
otherwise it is said, they could not be committed 
so repeatedly and barefacedly.59
The situation worsened with Granville’s death in 1763. His
proprietorship was mismanaged by his son and was later the
subject of a lengthy court battle. When the land office
closed in 1766, settlers had no way to purchase land and
were forced to settle without clear titles. The colonial
government tried repeatedly to purchase the district but was
unsuccessful. Finally, the unclaimed land was confiscated
during the American Revolution.69
The Fairfax and Granville proprietorships may have had
little effect on the course of settlement in the backcountry
as the proprietors were not held to the same requirements as
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other landowners. The headright system was not applicable, 
nor were requirements for the number of settlers. However, 
both Fairfax and Granville were in the position to make 
attractive offers to prospective settlers which were 
impossible for land speculators to match. Certainly the 
existence of different land administrations in both Virginia 
and North Carolina was a source of discontent and some 
instability, but there were problems in both land systems. 
Still, land was plentiful, and if a settler met with 
problems in acquiring land he always had the recourse of 
taking possession of a tract, fight intruding officials, and 
wait for the matter to be straightened out in court.61
Geography shaped urban development in the backcountry 
through the creation of settlement patterns, but it also 
helped influence the location and nature of towns through 
its effect on the trade of the region. The size and courses 
of rivers as well as North Carolina's hazardous coast 
created problems in the shipment of goods. The James river 
served as the major artery for Southside trade because the 
smaller rivers flowed south into the Albemarle Sound away 
from the larger Virginia ports. Marketing of goods in the 
Great Valley was hindered by the mountain range which stood 
between it and.the coast- Furthermore, social, linguistic, 
and religious ties of the settlers to Pennsylvania directed 
much of the area’s products to Philadelphia.62 Much of the 
trade from the central and northern regions of Piedmont
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North Carolina traveled northeast along the Occoneechee 
Indian trail up to Petersburg, Virginia. Indeed, settlers 
in the Roaonoke river area chose to ship most of their goods 
overland to Petersburg instead of downriver to the snail 
port of Edenton. Another large percentage of goods from the 
Piedmont traveled south along rivers which flowed into South 
Carolina toward Charleston, helping create close Connercial 
ties with the Charleston nercantile interest.63 Without 
easy access to large ports in the same colony, the people of 
the backcountry were quite willing to ship their goods 
elsewhere.
North Carolina's governor Arthur Dobbs saw the problem
early. In 1755 he noted that the people living in the
backcountry were for the most part very industrious and that
they quite naturally preferred to ship their goods to
Charles Town, having a waggon road to it, tho' 200 
miles distant, because our roads are not yet 
shortened, and properly laid out, and from the 
many merchants there, they afford them English 
goods cheaper, than at present in this province, 
the trade being in few hands they take a much 
higher price....64
To help the flow of goods and direct trade along east-west
routes, administrative officials on the local and regional
levels began to push for the creation of new and better
roads. County officials provided for the opening of
hundreds of roads to courthouses, mills, and stores. Both
the Virginia and North Carolina Assemblies granted petitions
to establish or improve roads and for the operation of
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ferries in an effort to increase the amount of intracolonial 
trade.6 3
By the third quarter of the eighteenth century, the 
incredible population growth in the backcountry, the 
development of trading patterns, and advances in 
transportation systems had laid the goundwork for urban 
development. New towns gave their inhabitants at least a 
sense of security on the "wild" frontier. They provided 
settlers with a wide range of social and economic services. 
Government administrations and courts were established 
providing the backcountry with systems of justice and order. 
Market centers grew to provide commercial opportunities and 
increase trade. Towns functioned as stopping points for 
newcomers as they traveled into the backcountry and provided 
familiar surroundings for members of different religious and 
ethnic groups. They brought an element of civilization into 
the backcountry.66
One of the most common locations for an urban center 
was the site of the county court. Upon the creation of a 
new county, local officials would' set about the task of 
choosing the site of the court, usually near the center of 
the county. A court house would be constructed, followed by 
a jail and other service buildings. Enterprising merchants 
and innkeepers would establish stores and ordinaries nearby. 
Residences would be established. During court days, the 
county seat came alive as people arrived to seek justice,
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record transactions, and trade. If successful, the site 
would grow to have a sizeable population year round; but, 
the life of such a town was tenuous. As counties continued 
to be divided, courts frequently changed locales leaving the 
town to survive or fail without its primary industry.57
Trade was another important impetus for the creation of 
backcountry towns. Urban centers functioned to provide 
their surrounding areas with goods and services. Similarly, 
they worked in tandem with other towns to develop trading 
networks linking western communities with midland 
distribution centers and sea ports. These systems made the 
transportation of agricultural goods more profitable while 
providing settlers with access to imported products.
Trading towns created market opportunities for craftsmen, 
merchants, and fledgling industries. Communities developed 
along major transportation routes operating as service 
centers for immigrants into Virginia and North Carolina. As 
settlers moved into the backcountry, they would depend on 
these towns to provide supplies, shelter, even protection in 
case of Indian attack. For an urban center, the success or 
failure of trade and commercial activities was a leading 
factor in its rate of growth or decline.58
Other incentives for the establishment of towns include 
ethnicity, religion, and private initiative. Colonists 
often immigrated into the backcountry in large groups and 
settled in compact communities. Members of various ethnrc
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groups settled together as a result of kinship ties, custom, 
and language. Similarly, congregations of different 
denominations clustered together for support and towns grew 
up around or near churches. Often settlements followed the 
lead of an individual who acquired land and then had it laid 
out into lots for a town. Other landholders too laid out 
towns, but as speculative ventures, seeking to exploit the 
opportunities of a nearby river, road, fort, or court house. 
Economics, religion, kinship, and chance all helped shape 
urban development in the backcountry.69
While a few villages developed naturally, growing 
almost organically around some central feature, most of the 
towns which were established in the backcountry of Virginia 
and North Carolina, indeed throughout all of the colonies, 
were planned communities.70 Colonists brought with them a 
long tradition of urban planning which would influence town 
sites, urban design, and regulation. Colonial towns were 
not created in a vacuum. Indeed many urban designs 
reflected classical and contemporary theories of town 
planning. The European design traditions were myriad and 
rich, bringing in ideas from Greece, Rome, and the 
Renaissance. English experience alone included Roman 
castra, thirtheenth-century fortified towns, Elizabethan 
colonies in Ulster, plans for the rebuilding of London after 
the Great Fire, and the innovations of residential squares, 
parks, and walks.71 The designer of a colonial town was
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limited only by time, resources, and the extent of his 
knowledge or experience. Many planners were untrained and 
made impractical choices in dealing with new soils, 
climates, and resources. But from the beginning of 
settlement, town planning played an integral role in the 
colonization of the backcountry, revealing clues to the 
heritage, the experience, and the creativity of its 
inhabitants.7 2
Colonists enjoyed only the barest essentials living in 
settlements of Virginia and North Carolina. But with the 
easing of possible Indian threat, the development of some 
industry, and the rise of trade, settlers began to rely more 
heavily on European traditions and expectations of town 
development.72 Site selection was influenced by the 
presence of roads or trading routes as well as rivers or 
streams for transportation and power. In the rolling plains 
of the Piedmont colonists often sought out hills or ridges 
to lay out their communities. In more mountainous regions 
settlers showed preference for valleys which provided level 
expanses for their towns. Townplanners throughout the 
backcountry repeatedly paid special care to locate 
settlements near a plentiful supply of water.7'’
Town plans of the period were either verbal 
descriptions of what was to be constructed or graphic 
representations showing the arrangement and dimensions of 
streets, lots, and important structures.75 One town design
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feature which quickly gained popularity throughout the 
colonies was the grid road system. This kind of system was 
efficient in its use of space, easy to devise and lay out, 
and was extremely cost-effective. Road systems were often 
laid out in repetitive pattern regardless of the natural 
topography. However, it was possible to vary the intervals 
or widths of streets, and to include open squares into the 
design, giving planners the opportunity to avoid intruding 
geographic features without totally abandoning the grid 
pattern.76 Squares were used singularly or in repeated 
patterns as markets, parks, militia grounds, grazing fields, 
or to emphasize the importance of central features located 
in or around them.77 The edges of towns were reserved for 
noisy and odious industries. Beyond lay the common land for 
livestock, wood supplies, or gathering places for large 
meetings.7 8
In 1794, a pamphlet was published in London by 
Granville Sharpe which provided a general plan for 
entrepeneurs to establish new communities. He proposed a 
gridiron settlement of small town lots for residences (of 
varying sizes depending on the occupation and social 
standing of the individual) and accompanying outlets for 
farming or grazing animals. In the center of the community, 
or along the a river's edge, was the square, to be reserved 
for public offices, a church, town hall, or other buildings. 
He provided for schools for both boys and girls, as well as
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accommodations for travelers. The streets were to be 
eighty-two feet, six inches wide (or one-eight of a furlong) 
to allow for adequate traffic flow, trees, foot paths, and 
where possible, aqueducts for water. The key to the success 
of this remarkable plan was that 120 acres of the town was 
to be donated to the settlers, each man limited to one inlot 
and one outlet. Granville suggested that the benefits of 
trade and the increased land values of the remaining land 
would more than return the cost of the initial 
inves tment.7 9
Sharpe’s design may possibly represent the culmination 
of the colonial town planning experience, backcountry towns 
rarely showed innovation in their design and tended to 
reflect common European traditions of land distribution, 
building practices, and urban government. But new and 
unusual forms did appear in response to new situations.
Towns were being built free of firm guidelines and 
repressive political forces.90 Urban development in the 
backcountry of Virginia and North Carolina was not a 
dramatic movement, but rather a slow, steady progression of 
events. Colonial officials failed in their attempts to 
legislate towns in the Tidewater. But in the backcountry, 
the rise in population, improvements in transportation, 
increases in trade, and the development of industry 
established a firm basis for urban growth. At the end of 
the colonial period, less than five percent of both
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colonies’ population was urban.8’- In the Piedmont 
Southside and the Valley of Virginia, and Piedmont North 
Carolina, two fledgling towns existed in 1750. By 1775, 
twenty-eight communities had been establihed. These urban 
places played a key role in the development of the 
backcountry.
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C h a p t e r  I I  
T h e  C o u n t y  T o w n
T h e  r e m a r k a b l e  i n f l u x  o f  s e t t l e r s  i n t o  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  
o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
s t r a i n e d  e x i s t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m s .  T o  
m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c o l o n i e s , t h e  t w o  l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s e m b l i e s  
c r e a t e d  n e w  c o u n t i e s .  C o u n t y  s e a t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
s e r v e  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r s  w h e r e  o f f i c i a l s  m e t e d  o u t  
j u s t i c e ,  r e c o r d e d  l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  o v e r s a w  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s ,  i s s u e d  l i c e n c e s ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  n e w  
l a w s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  i t s  s u p p o r t  b u i l d i n g s  
s t o o d  a l o n e ,  l a r g e l y  d e s e r t e d  e x c e p t  f o r  d a y s  w h e n  t h e  c o u r t  
w a s  i n  s e s s i o n .  M o r e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  
c o u r t  g r e w  i n t o  a n  u r b a n  c e n t e r ,  r i s i n g  f r o m  a n  i s o l a t e d  
c o u r t h o u s e  i n t o  a  c o u n t y  t o w n . 1
B e c a u s e  o f  a n  a l m o s t  o b s e s s i v e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  
l o c a t i n g  t h e  c o u r t  n e a r  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  o f  i t s  
d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  a  n e w  c o u n t y  o f t e n  m e a n t  t h a t  t w o  n e w  
c o u r t h o u s e s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  b u i l t  -  o n e  i n  t h e  n e w  c o u n t y
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a n d  o n e  i n  t h e  o l d .  T h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  s i t e s  f e l l  t o  n e w l y  
a p p o i n t e d  j u s t i c e s  a n d  w e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  d e b a t e ,  
c h i c a n e r y ,  a n d  o u t r i g h t  c o r r u p t i o n  a s  p o w e r f u l  m e n  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  o f t e n  t h e  j u s t i c e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  v i e d  f o r  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  o f  l o c a t i n g  t h e  c o u r t  o n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  A s  
r e s u l t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e b a t e ,  t h e  c o u r t  m o v e d  f r o m  
h o u s e  t o  h o u s e  w h i l e  j u s t i c e s  f a i l e d  t o  e i t h e r  c h o o s e  a  s i t e  
o r  a l l o c a t e  f u n d s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  d e l a y ,  s o m e t i m e s  
l a s t i n g  y e a r s ,  c a u s e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  a n d  
c r e a t e d  a n i m o s i t y  a m o n g  c o u n t y  c i t i z e n s  a s  t h e  c o u r t  s h i f t e d  
l o c a t i o n s .  F o r  t h e  w i n n e r ,  c a p t u r i n g  a  c o u r t h o u s e  c o u l d  b e  
v e r y  l u c r a t i v e ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
a d j a c e n t  l a n d ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g  i n c o m e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s t o r e s ,  o r d i n a r i e s ,  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a l e  o f  
t o w n  l o t s . 2
O n c e  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  w a s  c h o s e n ,  
p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  j a i l .  A  
b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m a d e  u p  o f  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  l o c a l  
f r e e h o l d e r s  s e t  g e n e r a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e i r  d i m e n s i o n s ,  l a y o u t ,  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  
a n d  o f t e n  s p e c i f y i n g  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  w i n d o w s ,  a 
p l a t f o r m ,  o r  a t t o r n e y ' s  b a r .  S o m e  c o u r t s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  
p l a n s ,  m e t  w i t h  l o c a l  b u i l d e r s ,  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  b i d s .  O n c e  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  r e w a r d e d ,  a n  u n d e r t a k e r ,  o r  
g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r ,  p a i d  a  b o n d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a s s u m i n g  a l l  o f  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  l i a b i l i t i e s  u n t i l  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  c o m p l e t i o n .
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U s u a l l y  a  l o c a l  p l a n t e r  o r  m e r c h a n t ,  t h e  u n d e r t a k e r  w a s  
o f t e n  a l s o  a  j u s t i c e  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  s t o o d  t o  m a k e  a  s i z e a b l e  
p r o f i t  f r o m  a  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  p r o j e c t .  T h e  c o s t s  o f  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  j a i l  w e r e  u s u a l l y  c o v e r e d  b y  a  
s p e c i a l l y  l e v i e d  t a x . 3
C o m m o n l y ,  s u p p o r t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  
c o u n t y  s e a t .  O r d i n a r i e s ,  a  f e w  r e s i d e n c e s ,  a n d  a  s t o r e  w e r e  
o f t e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  n e a r b y .  E m p t y  m u c h  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  w h e n  t h e  
c o u r t  w a s  i n  s e s s i o n  e a c h  m o n t h  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  c a m e  a l i v e ,  
p r o v i d i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o u r t  w i t h  s o c i a l  e v e n t s , 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 4 E n t e r p r i s i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l s  f r e q u e n t l y  l a i d  o u t  t o w n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u r t  t o  
t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  g u a r a n t e e d  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t r a d i n g  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t r u s t e e s  o f  e x i s t i n g  t o w n s  
a c t i v e l y  l o b b i e d  t o  h a v e  c o u r t s  m o v e d  t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  b r e a t h e  l i f e  i n t o  t h e  e c o n o m y .
I n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  c o u r t  t o w n s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  
l o c a l  u r b a n  c e n t e r s .  B u t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  d i d  
n o t  a s s u r e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  t o w n .  I n  f a c t ,  s u c h  a 
v e n t u r e  w a s  r i s k y  b e c a u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n e w  
c o u n t y ,  t h e  c o u r t  w o u l d  o f t e n  m o v e  o n c e  a g a i n .  O f  t h e  
f o u r t e e n  c o u n t y  t o w n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  h a l f  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  c o u r t s  a n d  g r e w ,  a t  
v a r y i n g  r a t e s ,  i n t o  s u c c e s s f u l  u r b a n  c e n t e r s .  T h e  o t h e r  
s e v e n  c o u n t y  t o w n s  w e r e  n o t  a l w a y s  a s  f o r t u n a t e .  S o m e  of  
t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  m i g r a t o r y  o r  t r a d i n g
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t o w n s  a n d  t h e n  w e r e  m a d e  c o u r t  t o w n s  l a t e r .  H o w e v e r  i n  
o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  a  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  f o u n d e d  a s  a  c o u r t  c e n t e r  
b u t  t h e n  t h e  c o u r t  w a s  r e l o c a t e d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  t o w n  
t o  s u r v i v e  o n  i t s  o w n . 3 S i n c e  t h e s e  s e v e n  c o u n t y  t o w n s  
e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f e r e n t  f a t e s ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  
s e p a r a t e l y  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .
T h e  P e r m a n e n t  C o u r t s
T h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a d e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  F r e d e r i c k  C o u n t y  i n  1 7 3 8 .  T h e  a r e a  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
t h e  p o r t i o n s  o f  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  l y i n g  w e s t  o f  t h e  B l u e  R i d g e  
a n d  w a s  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  i n t o  a  n e w  c o u n t y  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  
s u f f i c i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n . 6 O r a n g e  C o u n t y  s u r v e y o r  J a m e s  W o o d  
w a s  i n  a u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o f i t  f r o m  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
n e w  c o u n t y .  H i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s u r v e y i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  
c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d e d  h i m  w i t h  p l a n n i n g  
s k i l l s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  w e r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  m a n y .  W h e n  
t h e  n e w  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  f o r m e d  i n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 4 3 ,  i t  m e t  a t  
h i s  h o m e  n e a r  S h a w n e e  S p r i n g ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  
c l e r k - o f - c o u r t . I n  1 7 4 4 ,  W o o d  l a i d  o u t  t h e  f i r s t  t o w n  i n  
t h e  S h e n a n d o a h  V a l l e y .  O r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  F r e d e r i c k  T o w n ,  i t  
w a s  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  W i n c h e s t e r ,  p o s s i b l y  n a m e d  a f t e r  
W o o d ' s  b i r t h p l a c e  i n  E n g l a n d  (See m a p  3 } .7
T h e  n e w  t o w n  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  a v a l l e y  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  o f  W o o d ' s  u n p a t e n t e d  l a n d .  A t  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  t h e  c h o i c e
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
68
M A P  3 
W i n c h e s t e r ,  1 7 5 8
W o o d  J r . , J a m e s .  " T h e  R o d  l i n e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  T o w n  o f
W i n c h e s t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  8 4  L o t t s  a l r e a d y  T e s t e d  b y  A c t  o f  
A s s e m b l y . "  " S u r v e y s , "  66. F r e d e r i c k  a n d  W i n c h e s t e r  
J u d i c i a l  c e n t e r ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1 7 5 8 .
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g i v e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  W o o d  m e r e l y  w a n t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  s o m e w h e r e  o n  h i s  p r o p e r t y -  T u t o r  a n d  
d i a r i s t  P h i l i p  F i t h i a n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  l o w  & 
d i s a g r e e a b l e . " 8 W r i t i n g  i n  1 7 9 6 ,  F r e n c h  t r a v e l e r  L a  
R o u c h e f o u c a u l t  L i a n c o u r t  n o t e d ,  " I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n c e i v e  
t h e  m o t i v e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  t o w n  o n  t h i s  
s p o t ,  w h e r e  o n l y  a s  m u c h  w a t e r  i s  f o u n d  a s  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  h o u s e s ,  a n d  w h i c h  i s  u p w a r d s  o f  t w e n t y  m i l e s  
d i s t a n t  f r o m  a l l  n a v i g a t i o n ; "  a d d i n g  t h a t  a  s i t e  a l o n g  t h e  
S h e n a n d o a h  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  a d v a n t a g e o u s .8 I n  r e a l i t y , 
W o o d  m a d e  a  s k i l l f u l  a n d  p r o p i t i o u s  c h o i c e .  T h e  t o w n  w a s  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  a r t e r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a l l e y  w h e r e  i t  
c r o s s e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  s t r e a m s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  a n  
o l d  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  t o w n  d i d  n o t  l i e  n e a r  t h e  
g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  n e w  c o u n t y ,  i t  d i d  s i t  b e t w e e n  t w o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  -  t h e  H o p e w e l l  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  a n d  t h e  O p e q u o n  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  W o o d ' s  
t o w n  w o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  w e l l - s i t u a t e d  t o  e x p l o i t  
a n  e x i s t i n g  m a r k e t  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  b a s e . 9
T h e  n e w  t o w n  w a s  m o d e s t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t w e n t y - s i x  
n u m b e r e d  a n d  f o u r  u n n u m b e r e d  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s  a r r a n g e d  a l o n g  
t w o ,  t h i r t y - t h r e e  f o o t  w i d e  s t r e e t s  ( C a m e r o n  a n d  L o u d o u n ) , 
a n d  o n e  c r o s s  s t r e e t  ( B o s c a w e n ) . W o o d  r e t a i n e d  f o u r  o f  t h e  
l o t s  b u t  c o n v e y e d  t h e  r e s t  t o  t h e  c o u n t y ,  d e s i g n a t i n g  f o u r  
u n n u m b e r e d  l o t s  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e .  T o  a s s u r e  W i n c h e s t e r ' s  
g r o w t h ,  l o t  p u r c h a s e r s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  l o g  o r
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f r a m e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a t  l e a s t  s i x t e e n  f e e t  b y  t w e n t y  f e e t ,  
w i t h i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w o  y e a r s  o r  f o r f e i t  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  
R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s  m i g h t  b e  t i m i d  i n  a c c e p t i n g  
t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  u n t i l  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  d i s p u t e  
w i t h  L o r d  F a i r f a x ,  W o o d  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h e m e  w a s  
s u b j e c t  t o  F a i r f a x ' s  a p p r o v a l  a n d  p o s t e d  a  s e c u r i t y  b o n d .  
E v e n t u a l l y ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  W o o d  a g r e e d  t o  p a y  
F a i r f a x ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n  f e e  a n d  q u i t r e n t s  i n  a r r e a r s  t o  1 7 4 5 .  
T o  s e a l  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  n e w  t o w n ,  W o o d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
l o b b i e d  t o  m a k e  i t  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t ,  r e p u t e d l y  f o r  t h e  c o s t  
o f  a b o w l  o f  t o d d y . 10
W o o d ’s c a r e  a n d  p l a n n i n g  p a i d  o f f  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e c t i o n  o f  W i n c h e s t e r  w a s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  B y  1 7 4 5 ,  a t  
l e a s t  s i x t e e n  p e o p l e  p u r c h a s e d  l o t s  i n  t h e  n e w  t o w n .  T h e  
i n v e s t o r s  w a r e  m o s t l y  l o c a l  l a n d o w n e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  L e w i s  
S t e p h e n s  w h o  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a t o w n  o f  h i s  o w n  s o m e  y e a r s  
l a t e r .  W o o d  b u i l t  a  s h o p  o n  h i s  p r o p e r t y  w h i l e  R o b e r t  
R u t h e r f o r d  a n d  a  " M r .  H u n t e r "  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t o r e s . 11 T h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t o w n ,  t h e  f o u r  p u b l i c  l o t s ,  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
r e g u l a r  g r i d  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  f a c i n g  W a t e r  ( B o s c a w e n )  
S t r e e t .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  j a i l  a n d  c o u r t h o u s e  o n  t h e s e  
l o t s  w a s  a p p r o v e d  i n  1 7 4 4  a n d  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  J a m e s  H a r d i n e r ,  
b u t  s e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  c o u r t  w a s  s t i l l  m a k i n g  l e v i e s  t o  
p a y  f o r  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  f u r n i t u r e .  I n  1 7 4 7 ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  w h e n  a n  A n g l i c a n  
c h a p e l  w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  l o t s .  L a t e r  c l e r k s '  o f f i c e s
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a n d  a  m a r k e t  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t . 12
C o n s t r u c t e d  o f  s q u a r e d  l o g s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  s e t  
t h e  t o n e  f o r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  t o w n .  T r a v e l i n g  o n  h i s  w a y  t o  
t a k e  u p  l a n d s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i n  1 7 5 3 ,  M o r a v i a n  m i n i s t e r  
A d a m  G r u b e  r e c o r d e d ,  " A t  n o o n  w e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
F r i e d r i c h s t o w n ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  s i x t y  h o u s e s  b a d l y  
b u i l t . ” 13 A l t h o u g h  W i n c h e s t e r  m a y  h a v e  b o r n e  a  s h a b b y  
a p p e a r a n c e  i n  i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  i t  h a d  a t  l e a s t  s u r v i v e d .
W o o d  h a d  f i f t y - f o u r  n e w  l o t s  l a i d  o u t  b y  s u r v e y o r  J o h n  
B a y l i s  i n  1 7 5 2  t h e n  l o b b i e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  t o w n .  T h a t  s a m e  y e a r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
g r a n t e d  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e w l y  e n l a r g e d  t o w n  a n d  g a v e  
g o v e r n i n g  o f f i c i a l s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h o l d  t w o  a n n u a l  f a i r s . 14 
A d d e d  t o  t h e  w e e k l y  m a r k e t s ,  t h e  f a i r s  p r o v i d e d  r e s i d e n t s  i n  
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  w i t h  e c o n o m i c  a n d  t r a d i n g  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
I n s t e a d  o f  p r o v i n g  a  h i n d r a n c e  t o  W i n c h e s t e r ' s  g r o w t h .  
L o r d  F a i r f a x  t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  
d o n a t i n g  4 9 0  a c r e s  t o  t h e  t o w n  i n  f i v e  a c r e  p a r c e l s  a s  
o u t l o t s  t o  p r o v i d e  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  w o o d ,  p a s t u r a g e ,  a n d  l a n d  
f o r  g a r d e n s  ( S e e  m a p  4). T h e  n e x t  y e a r .  W o o d  b o w e d  t o  
F a i r f a x  a n d  a l l o w e d  h i m  t o  r e - g r a n t  a l l  o f  t h e  t o w n  l o t s  
u n d e r  h i s  p r o p r i e t o r s h i p ,  e x c e p t  t h o s e  W o o d  o w n e d  h i m s e l f .  
F o r t y  o r  m o r e  l o t s  w e r e  g r a n t e d  o r  s o l d  f r o m  1 7 5 2  t o  1 7 5 7  
a n d  l o c a l  l a n d o w n e r s  w e r e  q u i c k  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  a n  
a c t i v e  m a r k e t . 13
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MAP 4
T h e  F a i r f a x  A d d i t o n ,  W i n c h e s t e r
" T h i s  O r i g i n a l  p l a t t  o f  t h e  T o w n  o f  W i n c h e s t e r ,  a n d  o f  t h e  
C o m m o n s ,  w h i c h  w a s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  L o r d  F a i r f a x ' s  O f f i c e ,  
w a s  r e t u r n e d  i n t o  C o u r t  b y  R o b e r t  M a c k y  a n d  o n  h i s  
m o t i o n  i s  a d m i t t e d  t o  r e c o r d . "  " D e e d  B o o k , "  2 4 B : 9 1 .  
F r e d e r i c k  a n d  W i n c h e s t e r  J u d i c i a l  C e n t e r ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  1 7 9 4
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T h e  g r o w t h  o f  W i n c h e s t e r  w a s  e n h a n c e d  b y  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  
S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r .  T h e  t o w n  b e c a m e  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  
G e n e r a l  E d w a r d  B r a d d o c k  i n  h i s  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  F o r t  
D u q u e s n e .  B r a d d o c k  b r o u g h t  W i n c h e s t e r  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  b y  
c u t t i n g  a  m i l i t a r y  h i g h w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  A n o t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  a d d i t i o n  w a s  m a d e  w h e n  t h e  A s s e m b l y  o r d e r e d  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  F o r t  L o u d o u n  a t  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  p r o j e c t  b e g a n  
i n  1 7 5 6  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  u n o c c u p i e d  o u t l o t s  i n  t h e  h i l l y  r e g i o n  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t o w n .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  
C o l o n e l  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  w h o  w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n  
f r o m  s u r v e y  w o r k  h e  h a d  d o n e  f o r  L o r d  F a i r f a x  i n  1 7 4 8 .  T h e  
a r r i v a l  o f  t r o o p s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  r e f u g e e s  
a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  f o r t  w a s  a  b o o n  t o  t h e  
e c o n o m y  o f  W i n c h e s t e r ,  c r e a t i n g  d e m a n d s  f o r  f o o d ,  s e r v i c e s ,  
a n d  l o d g i n g . 16 I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  W i n c h e s t e r  b e c a m e  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  s t o p p i n g  p o i n t  f o r  s e t t l e r s  m o v i n g  i n t o  t h e  G r e a t  
V a l l e y  a n d  o n  i n t o  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  T h e  t o w n  p r o s p e r e d .  
W r i t i n g  i n  1 7 6 0 ,  t r a v e l e r  A n d r e w  B u r n a b y  d e s c r i b e d  
W i n c h e s t e r  a s  h a v i n g  " a b o u t  t w o  h u n d r e d  h o u s e s , "  n o t i n g  t h a t  
" I t  i s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  g e n e r a l  r e n d e z  v o u s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
t r o o p s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  l a t e  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  a n d  
p r e s e n t  f l o u r i s h i n g  c o n d i t i o n . 1,1 7
T o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  i t  g r o w i n g  m a r k e t ,  W i n c h e s t e r  
o f f e r e d  f i v e  s t o r e s  a n d  s e v e n  t a v e r n s  o r  o r d i n a r i e s  ( h o u s e s  
w i t h  a t  l e a s t  o n e  p u b l i c  r o o m )  a l o n g  C a m e r o n  a n d  L o u d o u n  
s t r e e t s .  C a m e r o n  S t r e e t  w a s  a l s o  h o m e  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f
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craftsmen: two blacksmiths, a gunsmith, two tailors, a
shoemaker, a cooper, a stone mason, and a joiner.18 
Encouraged by the new prosperity. Wood added 106 acres to 
the west side of town in 1756 and sold the new lots through- 
various schemes including land auctions and a lottery.19 
Not to be outdone, later that year Lord Fairfax hired Wood's 
son to mark off 173 lots to the east, essentially 
demarcating Winchester's borders until the twentieth 
century.20 The growth was not without its disadvantages 
however. Hogs ran free through the town for example, 
digging up springs and generally creating a nuisance, 
forcing the General Assembly to act.21
James Wood died in 1759, but the proprietorship of the 
town continued under the direction of his wife Mary. Lots 
in the new additions continued to sell, and previously sold 
lots changed hands. Speculators and businessmen tried to 
benefit from Winchester's growth, and advertisements 
regularly appeared in the Virginia Gazette.22 Several new 
structures were built. In 1762, Anglican Church leaders 
hired Charles Smith to construct a new building of stone.23 
Meanwhile, other church congregations acquired land from 
Lord Fairfax. Members of the Reformed Calvinist Church 
built a meeting house, while the Lutherans opened a 
school.24 In 1764, construction began on a new stone jail. 
Limestone, frame, and clapboard-covered log houses appeared 
throughout the city but especially on Loudoun, Cameron, and
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the newer Piccadilly Street, and on Fairfax Lane.23
After the cessation of hostilities, Winchester and its 
surrounding environs began to take an active role in an 
emerging regional economy. Connections were established 
with Baltimore and Philadelphia as Winchester became an 
important market center for wheat, flour, cattle, leather, 
and dairy products. An increasing demand and legislative 
encouragements gave rise to large-scale hemp production. 
Winchester not only served as a collection point for the new 
crop, but also grew into a rope manufacturing center. 
Finally, the familiar standby, tobacco, slowly became a 
significant part of the region’s agricultural production.
The town did not serve solely as a collection and marketing 
center for the export of these agricultural products to 
eastern markets. It also functioned as a regional 
distribution center for imported necessities such as sugar, 
salt, and glass, as well as British luxury items. 
Additionally, Winchester became known as a manufacturing 
center for a plethora of craft items.26
Nicholas Cresswell wrote of Winchester in 1774, "It is 
one of the largest towns I have seen in the colony...."27 
The remarkable growth of Winchester was unique in the 
backcountry and was partly due to the advantage the town had 
of being the first established in the region. However, 
careful planning by founder James Wood is also evident 
through the town's location along a major north-south
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
corridor and its proximity to population areas. Thus the 
town was able to function as a regional market center and 
serve migrating settlers. The healthy competition of two 
land proprietors as well as the active participation of 
local landholders assured the active sale of town lots. 
Chance also played a role in the Winchester's growth in the 
advent of the Seven Years War, with an increase in 
population and in demand for goods. Beginning as a small 
court town in the Shenandoah Valley, by the end of the 
colonial period, Winchester grew to be the largest city west 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Augusta County, Virginia, was organized in 1745, two 
years after Frederick County.28 Anticipating the county's 
new status, William Beverley, at his own expense, had a 
courthouse built near his mill on Beverley Manor, and 
presented it to the court along with two acres of land. He 
later raised the offer to include twenty-five acres.29 The 
mill settlement, already a considerable hamlet, was located 
at the crossing of the Rockfish Gap Indian trail and the 
north-south Valley Indian trail.30 Philip Fithian found 
that the site for the court had an "improper situation," and 
was not easily accessible: "It is built in a Valley, into
which you must descend, & very much too, from every 
Part."31 Later in the century, La Rouchefoucault Liancourt 
agreed with Fithian's assessment, adding,
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It would be difficult to account for this spot 
having been chosen for the site of a town in 
preference to others, but for the numerous springs 
of excellent water, and a rivulet, which bursting 
from a hill near the town, turns two mills, and 
might turn many more....3 2
In August 1746, a court-appointed committee reviewed
the portion of the tract offered to the county and found it
intirely Inconvenient and useless being most part 
of it on a Barron hill or Mountain where the 
County Cannot Pretend to Sell one Lot if the sd 
Land be received nor Fall into any way of method 
for to raise the Quitrents of the Land it afording 
neither firewood nor Water no Spring being 
Included in the Whole Twenty five Acres tho 
several are Nigh and Adjacent to the sd Land.33
Undaunted, Beverley, who was in Williamsburg sitting in the
House of Burgesses at the time, presented his proposal to
the Assembly and the site became Augusta Courthouse.34
The courthouse that Beverley gave the county was
primitive. William Christian described it as a log
structure with,
some of the cracks between the logs quite open, 
four or five inches wide and four or five feet 
long, and some stopped with chunks and clay, but 
not quite close, two small holes cut for windows, 
but no glass or shutters to them; the inside is 
not furnished nor fitting for his Majesty's 
Judicatory to sit.39
When the court met there in December 1745, the justices
immediately ordered the courthouse repaired and set about
building a prison and stocks.36 The jail proved to be a
suitable companion to the courthouse, "built with squared
logs near one foot thick, holes at ye corners and elsewhere
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two or three inches wide, and so poorly dove-tailed at the 
corners that it would be a very easy matter to pull it all 
down."37
After capturing the court, Beverley set about building 
a town. In 1747, he hired county-surveyor Thomas Lewis to 
lay out thirteen half-acre lots. A year later thirty-one 
lots were added and Beverley presented his plat to the 
court, February 27, 1749 (See map 5).38 Four of the lots 
along the edge of the court's land each contained one acre 
(lots 41-44). Three lots were irregularly shaped and 
contained three-quarters to nine-tenths of an acre (lots 16, 
22, 29). No geographical feature is responsible for the 
lots' unusual shape. Beverley may have granted the adjacent 
land previously.
After the plan was accepted, Beverley formally granted 
the twenty-five acres to the justices. They were divided 
into lots by surveyor Andrew Lewis in 1750.39 The town was 
laid out in a regular grid pattern, but with each block 
consisting of only four lots. The court retained two lots 
for public use, creating a central square. Beverley himself 
held lots two, ten, and eleven, but sold the rest. The 
county lots were sold by commissioners chosen by the court. 
Town lots which did not sell were to be leased for 
twenty-one years. Fifty-acre woodlots were laid off west of 
the town, to provide fuel and construction materials.40 
Both 'Beverley' and 'Lewis' were used as street names.
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MAP 5 
Staunton - 1749
'Staunton - 1749. Based on an Original - Augusta County Deed 
Book - 2,410." 1991.
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but the new town itself was named after Lady Rebecca 
Staunton, wife of Governor William Gooch.41
Beverley recorded his town plan in February 1749, 
presented his gift to the county in April, and through his 
connections in Williamsburg was able to have Staunton 
incorporated in May, three years before Winchester.42 The 
act did not include the usual stipulations for building 
deadlines and specifications but it did establish two annual 
fairs. Quite a coup, the act of incorporation was 
short-lived. Not surprisingly. Governor Robert Dinwiddie 
disallowed the act in 1752 pointing to the "small Number of 
Inhabitants and the Want of Persons properly qualified to 
constitute a Corporation...."43 It would not be officially 
incorporated until November of 1751, by which time Beverley 
had died.44
Despite the setback, Staunton prospered and Adam Grube 
was able to record in 1753, "we came to Augusti Court House, 
a little village of twenty houses, surrounded with 
hills."43 In 1755 the courthouse was sold as a dwelling, 
moved, and a new log structure was raised in its place.46 
Many of Staunton's inhabitants were Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians. They began construction of a church in 1760 
on a lot donated by Beverley. Built by Francis Smith, the 
building was made out of brick laid in lime mortar and stood 
twenty-five by forty feet. Although its meeting house was
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not completed until 1763, the church vestry was active with 
projects such as providing Staunton with a home for orphans 
and illegitimate children.47
Like Winchester, Staunton largely depended on overland 
trade to transport its goods because as German doctor Johann 
David Schoepf noted, "Staunton has no navigable stream near 
it...."48 County officials diligently worked to have 
roadways cleared, sometimes enlisting the aid of the General 
Assembly.49 With the development of a road network to the 
county seat, inns and taverns prospered, and stores quickly 
followed. Felix Gilbert had established a store in town by 
1748 and was soon facing competition from Israel Christian. 
By 1764 there were five mercantile concerns, each bringing 
new connections with firms in the east. However, Staunton 
was the only town in the Upper Shenandoah Valley, and 
Augusta County's merchant trade was often handled by 
traveling peddlers or by storekeepers who lived in the 
county.50 Still, on his tour of Virginia, J.F.D. Smyth 
observed that "Staunton is a pretty large town, considering 
it lies beyond the mountains, and' carries on a brisk inland 
trade."51
Not surprisingly, Staunton and Winchester marketed many 
of the same agricultural products and played similar roles 
as trading and service centers. After ths Seven Years War, 
Augusta's county town developed into a collection and 
distribution center, "carrying on much trade with the
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farther mountain-country."52 Hemp, wheat, and cattle were 
leading exports, but Staunton also was a market for corn, 
rye, linseed wax, honey, and skins.53 Much of the trade 
went north to Winchester and then on to Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, but products were also shipped to trading 
towns in the east such as Fredericksburg and Richmond.54 
Staunton's location at a crossroads proved beneficial. Not 
only did the town benefit from the traffic of settlers 
moving south, but also from people traveling to the mineral 
and thermal springs, which were developing as resort 
areas.5 5
Wanting to settle his vast lands, William Beverley used 
the county court to attract settlers. Through the 
enticements of land and a courthouse, as well as his 
position in the colonial government, Beverley was able to 
establish a county town with minimal financial investment on 
his part. He chose a location near a mill guaranteeing 
himself at least a modest return from the monthly court day 
trade. The site was also on a crossroads along the main 
road through the Shenandoah Valley, giving it an excellent 
chance of developing into a local and regional trade and 
service center. Beverley's skillful politics and his 
careful choice of environments were successful. By the 
close of the colonial era, Staunton had grown from a small 
settlement into "a place by no means inconsiderable."56
The first county town established in Piedmont North
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Carolina resulted from the creation of Rowan County in the 
Granville District in 1753.57 That year the county court 
appointed Edward Hughes a trustee and directed him to obtain 
a grant of forty acres from Lord Granville's land office for 
the public buildings.58 The new county was accessible from 
two main routes, the Great Wagon Road from the north which 
brought in settlers from Pennsylvania through the Valley of 
Virginia, and an Indian trading path from the northeast.
The Trading or Western Path had long served as important 
route for trade with the Cherokee and Catawba Indians. It 
also provided the Carolina backcountry with links to 
Tidewater Virginia, particularly Petersburg. It made sense 
to locate the court near these paths at a suitable water 
source. Eventually, the site chosen by the court was the 
land of one of the county justices, James Carter. Carter, 
who had worked as one of Granville's surveyors, anticipated 
the choice based either on his surveying experience or 
through inside information. He purchased the land just one 
month before Rowan was created.59
Although, they would not receive their land grant for 
almost two years, the Rowan County justices moved ahead in 
building a courthouse and prison. The new courthouse was 
thirty feet long and twenty feet wide, one and one-half 
stories high, with clapboard walls and a pine shingled roof. 
The interior was very extravigant for a frontier county. It 
was to have:
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One good window of 5 Lights of 8",/10", & One Do. 
in Each Side 10 foot from the End of the Court 
House With A Door in the End Oppisete to the 
Bench An Oval Bar With Banisters bench 3 feet 
above the floor a Table and Proper Bars for the 
attorneys the sd House to be inclosed with Proper 
Doors & Window Shutters and a seate for the Clerk 
under the Bench.60
The specifications for the prison were equally exacting. It
was to be a building eighteen by fourteen feet with seven
foot ceilings, constructed of ten inch thick logs lined on
the interior and exterior with two inch planks. The windows
were covered with iron grates and there were to be plank
doors with a "Sufficient number of Spikes and Substantial
Hinges and Lock...."61 Both projects were let out to John
Whitset and took four years to complete.62
Though the public buildings were contracted during the
first days of the court, a warrant for the town land was not
made until 1754.63 As a result it was February 11, 1755,
before 635 acres were formally transferred to the town
trustees by two of Granville's land agents, William Churton
and Richard Vigers.64 The town plan, laid out by James
Carter and John Dunn was prodigious in its scope {See map
6).63 The plan is a grid pattern consisting of two main
cross streets. The avenues, Corbin (Main) and Innes
Streets, were named after two of Granville's land agents.
They created quadrants of smaller streets which divided the
area into blocks of four half-acre lots each. People
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MAP 6
A Map of the Town Land of Salisbury
Moore, W. "A MAP OF THE TOWN LAND OF SALISBURY, N.C. By W. 
Moore Surveyor- (Traced by Henshaw and Marshall 
September 1925 from original map)." North Carolina 
Collection, The University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, 1925.
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purchasing lots were required to build frame, brick, or 
stone homes with masonry chimneys within a two year period 
or face forfeiture.66 The size of the town extended beyond 
the L-shaped townland tract to the southeast (the original 
line is dotted in), not surprisingly onto Carter's land.
The courthouse stood on a diamond-shaped lot at the crest of 
a hill at the intersection of Corbin and Innes Streets, and 
the prison was located on Corbin Street, two blocks 
north.67 An unusual feature of the town is that it is not 
laid cut in the traditional compass directions but is turned 
forty-five degrees to locate Corbin Street along the 
well-established trading path. The new town was named 
Salisbury, possibly after the cathedral city in Britain but 
more likely after Salisbury Township in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, the origin of many of Rowan's settlers.68
Salisbury grew slowly during its early years. Its 
prospects increased in 1754 when the North Carolina Assembly 
made it the seat of the Courts of Oyer and Terminer for the 
region. The act not only attracted people from surrounding 
counties into the town for court, but also brought in tax 
revenue to complete the public buildings.69 For a time, 
the early success seemed threatened when people living in 
the Jersey Settlement on the north side of the Yadkin River 
petitioned the legislature to move the courthouse closer to 
the county's population center, but the measure was blocked 
by Carter who was serving as a member of the lower house.70
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When Governor Arthur Dobbs passed through the new town in 
August 1755 he pointed out that "the Town is but just laid 
out, the Court House built and 7 or 8 log Houses 
erected...."71 Still, the future looked promising.
The Seven Years War aided Salisbury's development 
because of the town's location. Immigrants fleeing from the 
hostilities in Pennsylvania and Virginia traveled through 
the town on their way in search of new land. Several 
newcomers chose to stay, and new blocks of town lots were 
laid out in each direction to meet the increasing demand.
In addition, the common lands were divided into small tracts 
and sold.72 One hundred town lots were sold to fifty-six 
different investors by 1762, some of the lots being conveyed 
to multiple buyers; pointing either to fraud on the part of 
Carter and the county trustees or merely strict 
implementation of the building clause in each bill of 
sale.73 By the end of the war, Salisbury had close to 
thirty-five homes, taverns, and shops, and a population of 
approximately one hundred and fifty people.74
Salisbury continued to thrive even though it was not 
made into a corporation until 1770. It profited from a 
reputation of being located in a healthy environment, 
bringing in seasonal visitors from lower lying regions.73 
To serve the needs of local travelers as well as immigrants 
coming into the region, the court granted thirty licences 
for ordinaries and taverns in Salisbury between 1753 and
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1772, although only nine of them operated longer than a 
year.76 As well, new roads and bridges were created, 
making the county seat more accessible to travelers.77 
Land for the town's first church building was purchased in 
1768 by the German Lutheran Congregation (Map 6, lot 67,
East Square). The building served several segments of the 
community, because congregation members allowed the 
structure to be used by "the High Church of England, and to 
the Reformed Calvin ministers at such time as the said 
Lutheran minister doth not want to perform divine 
service...."7 8
The colonial government also aided Salisbury's 
development. In 1762 the Assembly made the town the seat of 
a fifth district for the Court of Superior Pleas and Grand 
Sessions. The added responsibilities prodded the county to 
improve its public facilities. Attempts were made to build 
a new jail and courthouse, the current courthouse being 
described as "greatly decayed and in so ruinous a condition 
that the courts cannot be held there."7 9 However the 
improvements were not made until after the Revolution 
because of the confusion of the Regulator Movement which 
disrupted court proceedings and county government from 1766 
to 1771.80 However, in 1765 Salisbury received another 
boost when Governor William Tryon chartered the town as a 
borough, giving it special representation in the 
legislature.81
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The daily affairs of Salisbury were managed by the 
county justices until the town was finally incorporated in 
1770. By that year the town was home to some sixty families 
and had become, as lawyer Waightstill Avery described it, "a 
small town but in a thriving way." (See map 7)82 The act 
of incorporation provided a governing body of eleven 
trustees who were appointed for life. These trustees were 
responsible for supervising roadwork, controling nuisances 
such as loose pigs, and maintaining building standards.
Fire was of special concern and each household was required 
to maintain two leather fire-buckets and a ladder or face a 
fine. Lot owners on Corbin and Innes streets were 
responsible for building a twenty-four by sixteen foot 
brick, stone, frame, or hewn log house within three years. 
Lot owners on other streets were given four years. Citizens 
and travelers were assured access to the town's springs. 
Finally, the commissioners were impowered to lay out and 
erect a market house and other public buildings.83
Economically, Salisbury played many roles in the 
backcountry of North Carolina. It served as the judicial 
center for the western part of the colony, sporting three 
different courts. But Rowan's county town also supported 
several professional services including lawyers, a doctor, 
three schoolmasters, an Indian trader, two merchants, a 
butcher, and several tavern keepers. Similarly, Salisbury 
was home to a large artisan population who supplied goods to
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MAP 7
Plan of the Town of Salisbury - 1770
Sautier, C.J. "PLAN of the Town of SALISBURY in Rowan 
County. NORTH CAROLINA." King George Ill's 
Topographical Collection, cxxi, 59. The British 
Library, London, 1770. Used by permission of the 
British Library.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
95
.rf-H a3 -1-"
I re
•y.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
96
the surrounding country. A potter, a tailer, a weaver, a 
candlemaker, a wagonmaker, a carpenter, a millwright, a 
tanner, and three hatters were all operating by the end of 
the French and Indian war.”'1 In later years, their numbers 
swelled and they were joined by coopers, blacksmiths, 
gunsmiths, saddlers, and rope makers. As well, there is 
evidence of some iron forging. Salisbury's trade was such 
that it could even support the business of three 
silversmiths.83 In the 1770's the town was made the home 
of a tobacco inspection warehouse and served as a collection 
point for hides coming in from farther along the frontier. 
Some of the its trade moved through Cross Creek to 
Wilmington, though most of it was evenly divided between 
towns on the James River and Charleston.86 Although 
established as a county seat, by the Revolution Salisbury 
had developed an incredibly wide range of industries, making 
it one of the leading trading centers in the backcountry.
Salisbury and Hillsborough, the county seat of Orange 
County, North Carolina, share very similar development 
patterns. When Orange County was' created in 1752, the court 
justices decided to locate the courthouse along the banks of 
the Haw River. However, a year later the court was moved 
away from the western edge of the county to a more central 
location "on or near where the western path crosses the 
river Eno, on a piece of land where James Watson now 
lives."87 The land was situated on the north side of the
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Eno River on the site of the old Indian town known as 
Occaneechi. Like James Carter, William Churton, one of 
Granville's agents, was to quick to profit from the choice 
and had himself granted the land before laying out the 
town.8 8
Churton laid 200 acres off into a town in 1754 {See map 
8). In the original portion of the town (roughly the 
eastern half), some attempt was made to create a large 
public square bounded by King Street and Margaret Lane and 
intersected by Churton Street (Map 8, lots 1, 6, 25, and 
26). The square provided the location of the courthouse, 
jail, and a market. Lots were also reserved for a church, a 
school, and a public spring (Map 8, lot 0). Other streets 
in town included Queen, Tryon, and Wake. All of the 
streets, with the exception of Margaret Lane, named after 
Governor Tryon's wife Margaret Wake, were sixty-six feet 
wide and formed blocks of ten one-acre lots. The remaining 
acreage was laid off as a commons for the use of town 
citizens. Churton originally called the settlement Orange, 
but later named it Corbinton after his friend Franics 
Corbin, another Granville's land agents.89
The new town made significant progress during its first 
years. The courthouse was completed in 1756. It was a 
one-story, clapboard building, raised off of the ground.
The jail was constructed the previous year, but burned and 
had to be replaced in 1755.Qn The county trustees sold and
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MAP 8
P l a n  o f  t h e  T o w n  o f  H i l l s b o r o u g h
A l d e r m a n ,  J . T .  " P l a n  o f  t h e  T o w n  o f  H i l l s b o r o  N . C .  C o p i e d  
f r o m  M a p  M a d e  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  O w n e d  b y  A . H .  G r a h a m . "  " O r a n g e  
C o u n t y  P l a t  B o o k , "  5 : 6 4 .  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  R e c o r d s  
B u i l d i n g ,  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  n . d .
( T h e  o r i g i n a l  t h i s  m a p  c o p i e s  i s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  H i l l s b o r o u g h  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ) .
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leased several lots, and by 1759 some "good habitable
houses" and at least one inn were erected, prompting the
legislature to incorporate the town.91 It was renamed
Childsburg in honor of Thomas Childs, the colony's
Attorney-General.
Childsburg grew substantially during the 1760's. Like
Salisbury, the town became known for its healthy climate and
beautiful surroundings, attracting planters from the Cape
Fear Region of the colony, many of whom summered there.92
Reminiscing of his childhood in Orange County, William Few
described the town as it looked in 1764 as
the metropolis of the county, where courts were 
held and all the public business was done. It was 
a small village which contained about thirty or 
forty inhabitants, with two or three small stores 
and two or three ordinary taverns, but it was an 
improving village. Several Scotch merchants were 
soon after induced to establish stores that 
contained a good assortment of European 
merchandise, which changed the state of things for 
the better. A church, court-house and jail were 
built, but there was no parson or physician.
Two or three attorneys opened their offices 
and found employment. Superior and Inferior 
courts of justice were established, and a fair 
field was opened for the lawyers.93
The new stores, which mostly stood on King and Churton
Streets, were both independent establishments and branches
of other stores in Cross Creek, Wilmington, and Halifax. As
a result, Orange's county town had more trading connections
with North Carolina towns, particularly Halifax, than
Salisbury, but still maintained close ties with Tidewater
Virginia.94 To help meet the increasing demands for flour
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and lumber of the local markets, lawyer Francis Nash built a 
grist mill and a saw mill on the Eno at the foot of Wake 
Street. Physical manifestations of Hillsborough's rising 
affluence appeared in town. After advertising for bids from 
contractors in 1768, the vestry of Saint Matthews, the 
Anglican congregation constructed the town's first church on 
the corner of Churton and Tryon Streets (Map 8, lot 98).95 
For mere secular entertainment, a race grounds was 
established by a bend in the river east of town. Childsburg 
prospered, but to assure its future, the name was changed 
once again in 1766, this time in honor of Secretary of State 
Wills Hill, Earl of Hillsborough.9s
Unlike Salisbury, Hillsborough profited from the 
attentions of wealthy lawyers and politicians including 
Governor Tryon and the notorious Edmund Fanning. Both men 
invested heavily in the town and worked to aid its 
growth.97 Tryon, for example, arranged for taxes to be 
levied for the construction of roads to the town. Later, 
the town become a seat of the district court requiring the 
improvement of the public facilities. In 1770 he granted 
the town a charter, establishing two annual fairs and giving 
Hillsborough a representative to the legislature.98 
Similarly, even though Fanning was a hated official and a 
leading target of Regulator discontent, he was also active 
in the growth of Childsburg building a substantial 
residence, investing in a mercantile venture, and helping
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establish the church.4,9 Tryon also helped by having the 
Reverand George Micklejohn assigned to the parish in time to 
oversee the construction.100 The Earl of Hillsborough may 
have also proved to be a beneficent sponsor, presenting the 
town with a Birmingham clock which was placed in the church 
tower around 1770.101
The 1766 legislation which renamed Hillsborough 
established new regulations for the town. It insured that 
Hillsborough would remain the county seat for Orange County 
and required that public officials keep offices in town. 
Spring lots were reserved to provide public water supplies. 
Building requirements were passed for the construction of 
sixteen by twenty foot brick, stone, or frame houses. These 
structures had to be raised within two years of purchasing a 
lot. As well, provision was made for the destruction of 
structures not meeting requirements which proved a nuisance 
or a fire hazard. Hogs and geese were no longer permitted 
to run free. Finally, the land set aside for the public 
square was deemed "of no use or public benefit whatsoever" 
and ordered sold at auction, with preference going to 
Fanning, William Nunn, and James Young, owners of the 
adjacent lots.102 The measure changed the plan for the 
town, creating a regular grid pattern, though the square was 
still discernable when the town was mapped two years later 
(See map 9).
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MAP 9
Plan of the Town of Hillsborough - 1768
Sautier, C.J. PLAN of the Town of HILLSBOROUGH in
Orange County NORTH CAROLINA." King George Ill's 
Topographical Collection, cxxii, 61. The British 
Library, London, 1770. Used by permission of the 
British Library.
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Traveling through Hillsborough in 1778, justice James 
Iredell was pleased with what he saw: "We arrived at
Hillsborough about one, found a most excellent tavern, dined 
with great satisfaction....Hillsborough rather exceeded my 
expectations; it is far from being a disagreeable town, as 
to appearance and there is a remarkable handsome church in 
it. " 1 03 jjot quite as large as Salisbury at the end of the 
colonial era, Hillsborough was still one of the most 
populous towns in the backcountry. The two towns were also 
similar in the trading patterns they developed.
Hillsborough carried slightly more trade, enjoying "a good 
share of commerce for an inland town" and being "in a very 
promising state of improvement."104 By the end of the 
colonial period, Hillsborough held a great deal of promise. 
After the disruptions of the Regulation, Governor Tryon 
hoped that the town would help settle and civilize the 
backcountry. Even though there were only twenty families in 
the county seat in 1767, he expected that it would grow, "in 
the course of a few Years, the most considerable of any 
Inland Town in this Province."103
Individuals were largely responsible for the creation 
of Winchester and Staunton. Men were quick to profit from 
their foreknowledge of the establishment of Salisbury and 
Hillsborough. But individuals did not always play key roles 
in the creation of county towns. Campbellton, North 
Carolina, modern Fayetteville, was the direct result of
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public petition and legislative initiative. In 1760, two 
rival petitions were presented to the General Assembly.
Both petitions asked the Assembly to establish a trading 
town in the Sand Hills region between the Piedmont and the 
coast, some one hundred miles up Cape Fear river from 
Wilmington, the colony's largest port. The area had been 
settled beginning in the 1740's by Scottish colonists and 
small communities had already developed. As a result, the 
petition signatories differed on the choice of the exact 
location of the town; one group favoring the mouth of 
Rockfish Creek, the other preferring a site along Cross 
Creek. The Assembly appointed a committee to examine both 
sites.106
After investigating several locations, the committee 
reported in 1762. The Rockfish site was discounted because 
of geography, a "steep and difficult" landing and the cost 
of a bridge which would have to be erected to make it 
accessible.107 Cross Creek was rejected because of its 
location over a mile away from the river. Instead, a 
majority of the committee chose a site directly on the Cape 
Fear at the mouth of Cross Creek, pointing out that it could 
easily be linked into the existing road system and would 
save prospective merchants extra shipping costs.108 That 
same year, an act was passed laying off one hundred acres 
into half-acre lots, stipulating that a twenty by sixteen 
foot frame house be erected within three years of a lot's
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purchase- The Assembly hoped that the new town would 
attract "honest and able traders" and capture "the trade of 
the counties of Anson and Rowan which at present centers in 
Charleston, South Carolina...-"109 The same act made 
Campbellton, named after John Campbell, an influential 
planter and friend of Governor Dobbs, the county seat of 
Cumberland County (See map 10).110
The plan of Campbellton, laid out by the trustees with 
the assistance of Justice Ferquard Campbell was 
ambitious.111 The design was based on two, ninety-nine 
foot wide avenues. The first avenue, Broad Street, was laid 
out parallel to the river after line of lots. It was 
crossed by Market Street which terminated at the ferry 
landing. The remaining portion of the town was cut into a 
grid of square blocks by streets sixty-six feet wide. Each 
block consisted of five narrow lots which fronted the 
streets parallel to Broad street. These streets were 
numbered in succession. Those streets parallel to Market 
Street were mostly named after species of trees. Two lots 
on Market Street were reserved for a church and cemetery 
(Map 10, unnumbered lots north of lot 73}. The lot across 
Market Street (Map 10, lot 74} housed the jail. The central 
feature of the town was a public square created at the 
intersection of Broad and Market Streets after Renaissance 
design. The square housed a market and the courthouse. The 
courthouse and jail were erected by 1763.112
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MAP 10
A Map of Campbellton - 1768
"A Map of Campbelton. From an original Plan by Jesse Potts 
Dated June 10th 1795." "Plat Book," 7:89 1/2. 
Cumberland County Courthouse, Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, n.d.
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For all of the support and planning of colonial 
officials, choosing an optimum site, designing an elaborate 
plan, removing the county buildings to the town, Campbellton 
was extremely slow to develop. The reason lay in its 
proximity to one of the communities which had been rejected 
as a building site. After 1760, traders were already 
operating at the Cross Creek settlement, just over a mile 
away (Cross Creek will be discussed in Chapter V). In an 
attempt to tap into the trade the county justices ordered 
the construction of roads from Campbellton to Cross Creek 
but the results were not encouraging.113 The Assembly 
actually removed some of the incentives for living in 
Campbellton by allowing residents within a two mile radius 
of the court vote for town officials. In 1765 Campbellton 
was made into a borough in an attempt to attract citizens, 
but again Cross Creek residents were allowed to vote for the 
representative.114
By 1768, Cross Creek was flourishing, having developed 
into one of the largest towns in the colony. Meanwhile, 
only eight lots had been sold in Campbellton.115 The town 
even began to lose its status as a county town. While 
Campbellton retained the courthouse, by 1770 the jail had 
been removed to Cross Creek. However the interest of 
colonial and local officials helped Campbellton survive 
until through perseverance the town finally began to grow.
A tobacco inspection warehouse was constructed, providing
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the town with a monopoly on that trade.116 The tobacco 
trade attracted merchants who expanded into other areas of 
commerce attracting new investors. In the 1770's, taverns 
were established in the town to meet the needs of 
travelers.117 Increasingly, buildings appeared on the 
roads connecting Campbellton and Cross Creek. In 1778, the 
Assembly finally united the two towns into one municipality 
which retained the name Campbellton (See map ll).118
Campbellton's victory over its rival was literally in 
name only (although that too was lost when the name was 
changed to Fayetteville early in the next century). Cross 
Creek held a virtual monopoly on trade and Campbellton 
continued to exist only through the support of the Assembly. 
In practical terms, the town would have had no reason to 
exist if not for the court and its monopoly of the tobacco 
trade. Despite its development near the end of the colonial 
period, Campbellton was physically overtaken by Cross Creek. 
That town became what colonial officials had envisaged for 
Campbellton. Campbellton's permanence was assured only when 
it could benefit directly from Cross Creek's trade.
Like Campbellton, Charlotte, the seat of Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina also had a rival vying for the court. 
The two factions were led by Mecklenburg's representatives 
to the Assembly, Martin Phifer and Thomas Polk. Phifer 
lived in the more populated section of the county known as 
Rocky River. There, Polk operated a saw mill and a grist
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MAP 11 
Faytteville - 1825
"This plate of the Town of Fayetteville North Carolina so 
called in honor of that distinguished Patriot and 
Philanthropist GEN1 LA FAYETTE is respectfully 
dedicated to him by the Publisher.” Fayetteville: John
McRae, 1825. North Carolina Collection, The University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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mill near the intersection of the Trading Path and another 
Indian trail. After Mecklenburg was formed in 1762, the 
court was held at the home of Polk's father-in-law and the 
county's oldest settler, Thomas Pratt. It met there for six 
years while the two factions postured for the prize.119 
Finally, Polk took the initiative and began actively working 
to obtain the court.
In 1765, Henry McCulloch, working as the representative 
of Lord George Augustus Selwyn, led a group of surveyors 
onto one of two huge tracts Selwyn's father had been granted 
by George II. With the support of the powerful Alexander 
family, McCulloch intended to survey the tract and collect 
quitrents from squatters. Instead, he was met by an armed 
band of almost one hundred settlers led by Polk, who refused 
to grant him access to the property. Later that year, the 
situation came to a head with the arrival of Governor Tryon 
in North Carolina. McCulloch and his business associates, 
John Frohock and Edmund Fanning, sent another surveying 
party which was•violently attacked. Realizing that the 
issue had reached an impasse, Tryon called for a settlement. 
Part of that agreement was a deed for 360 acres of land 
bordering Polk's property which was given to John Frohock, 
Abraham Alexander and Thomas Polk "as trustees and directors 
of a town."120 Under pressure to attract settlers for the 
land, McCulloch recognized the potential of obtaining a 
court town, not to mention the profits he. Fanning, Frohock,
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and others would receive by speculating in town lots.
At their own expense the trustees had a courthouse, 
prison, and stocks erected in 1766 which they presented to 
the Assembly. Realizing that Polk was maneuvering for the 
county seat, Martin Phifer introduced a bill which called 
for the Selwyn tract to be laid out into lots, but made no 
mention of the county court. The move put Polk in the 
awkward role of leading the opposition against his own 
town.121 Meanwhile, Governor Tryon, who was eager to gain 
support in the largely Presbyterian county against the 
Regulators in Hillsborough and Salisbury, allied himself 
with Polk. In 1767 he traveled to Mecklenburg and met with 
Polk and Moses Alexander and agreed to help create the 
proposed town. Aware he was beaten, Phifer took another 
approach, introducing a bill which would make the Rocky 
River section into a new county. Polk was alarmed because 
with the proposed division, his courthouse would no longer 
stand in the center of Mecklenburg. He attached an 
amendment to Phifer’s bill which would make the court 
Mecklenburg's county seat for seven years. The act passed. 
In 1768, Tryon (later Cabarrus) County was created and a 
town was established on the Selwyn tract. Appropriately, it 
was named Charlotte in honor of George Ill's wife, Queen 
Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz.1 2 2
The act creating Charlotte allowed the town trustees to 
lay off one hundred half-acre lots and added the usual
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provision that a sixteen by twenty foot house had to be 
built within three years.123 To take advantage of the 
ridge lying between two creeks, the original one hundred 
acres were not laid off using traditional compass 
directions. Still, the streets and lots were oriented 
roughly north-south, east-west, in a standard grid pattern. 
The town was divided into quadrants by two, one 
hundred-foot-wide avenues. Trade and Trycn Streets. The 
remaining streets, fifty feet wide, cut Charlotte into 
blocks of eight lots each, with lot orientation depending on 
the block's proximity to the the main intersection.12«
Even before Charlotte was laid out, some "good 
habitable houses" had already been erected and the sale of 
eighty acres had been arranged.123 Polk's courthouse, like 
Salisbury's, stood in the middle of the town's main 
intersection. It was a log structure, raised up on eight, 
ten-foot-tall columns to create an open market. An ordinary 
was also opened in the new town.126 But despite investors' 
enthusiasm, Charlotte grew slowly. When surveyor William 
Moultrie visited in 1772, he observed the "tolerable" public 
buildings, but noted that the town had only a few "houses 
say 5 or 6, but very ordinary built of logs."127
However, Polk and other town leaders continued to 
promote the growth of Charlotte. They introduced 
legislation in the Assembly which would guarantee that the 
town would remain Mecklenburg's county seat. One bill was
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vetoed by Governor Alexander Martin in 1773 on a 
technicality and a second was not acted upon because the 
Assembly was dismissed. Finally in 1774, a bill was passed 
and signed into law. In an effort to keep investors, the 
act limited the building requirements to lots facing Tryon 
and Trade sreets. It also tried to make Charlotte a more 
appealing place to live by improving road repairs and 
outlawing horse races and gun firing "except it be to kill 
Cattle or Hogs."128
Charlotte also became the home of the only college 
chartered by North Carolina’s colonial government. The 
school resulted from a desire by local Presbyterian church 
leaders, Polk, and the Alexander family to establish a 
college in the backcountry. They secured teachers and 
trustees and arranged to finance the scheme by holding a 
lottery. But to succeed, the school had to be incorporated 
by the Assembly which was dominated by Anglican 
representatives from eastern counties. Again, Governor 
Tryon and the Regulators came to the rescue. In 1770 
Regulator violence erupted and to retain Mecklenburg's 
support, Tryon agreed to push for the college. To make the 
scheme more palatable for Assembly members, he insisted that 
the school's president be an Anglican and appointed Edmund 
Fanning to the post. In 1771, the school was chartered 
under the name Queens College.128 Unfortunately, the act 
was disallowed on the recommendation of the Board of Trade
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in 1773.130 It continued to operate as Queen's Museum but, 
without official support, it lost its financial support from 
a county liquor tax and its ability to grant degrees.
Just before the Revolution, J.F.D. Smyth described 
Charlotte as "an inconsiderable place, and in England would 
not be thought deserving of even the name of a village. .. and 
its trade and share of commerce is very insignificant."131 
Like Campbellton, Charlotte lacked the industry and trade 
essential for its development. Late in the century, George 
Washington called it "a trifling place," and William 
Loughton Smith wrote "This place does not deserve the name 
of a town, it consists only of a wretched Court house, and a 
few dwellings falling to decay."132 But the potential was 
still there and in 1778, the legislature passed an act 
allowing the trustees to lay out eighty new lots.133 
Because it was able to retain the county court, Charlotte 
continued to exist until finally it began to grow during the 
next century.
The pattern of county justices accepting a gift of land 
for the court when a new county was created continued 
through the end of the colonial period. When the Virginia 
Assembly established Botetourt County in 1769, county 
officials decided to locate the court near Miller's Mill on 
an eighty-one acre tract belonging to Israel Christian. 
Christian, a justice for the county, volunteered to give the
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court forty acres reserving two half-acre lots for himself. 
Another justice, William Bower, objected, either because he 
thought the site unsuitable or had intended the court to be 
located on his own land.134 James McGavock was ordered to 
build a gaoler's house and prison, while Christian and 
Stephen Trigg were chosen to supervise construction of a 
"Log Cabbin Twenty four feet Long; and twenty Wide for a 
Court House, with a Clapbord Roof with Two small Sheds one 
at each end for Jury Rooms."133 In May 1770, county 
surveyor William Preston was instructed to lay off thirty 
lots containing one half acre of land each. Christian ended 
up donating forty-five acres, of which the court gave him 
two and one-half.136 The justices named the new town 
Fincastle in honor of George Murray Lord Fincastle, the son 
of Governor John Murray Lord Dunmore (See map 12).137
Preston had a formidable challenge in laying out 
Fincastle because of the townsite, chosen by Robert 
Breckenridge, William Fleming, Francis Smith, Benjamin 
Smith, and Andrew Woods.138 They located the town on top 
of a hill. Preston decided to use a simple grid pattern 
created by two main avenues and two cross streets. The most 
flat portion of the town was the area bordered by Church 
Street and what eventually would be known as Roanoke Street 
(unnamed on map #). Back Street and Main Street, 
thirty-three feet wide, ran east-west down the steep slope 
of the hill. Preston designated six lots on the slope for
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MAP 12 
Fincastle - 1778
"This Plan of the Town of Fincastle was returned to Court & 
Ordered to be Recd" "Deed Book, Botetourt County," 
2:347. Botetourt County Courthouse, Fincastle, 
Virginia, 1778.
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the courthouse, perhaps envisioning a structure standing at 
the top of the hill facing west to create a formal approach. 
However, it eventually was built on the north-west corner of 
Main and Roanoke Streets. Lots for an Anglican church and 
cemetery were laid out on the north-east corner of the small 
town beside the public spring. One unusual feature about 
Fincastle was the fact that Preston laid out the half-acre 
lots in squares.139
When Fincastle was laid out, some houses were already 
standing around the mill at the foot of the hill. With a 
local population and no shortage of investors, the townlots 
sold quickly.190 Three taverns were granted licences in 
1770. Two more opened in 1771.141 In recognition of its 
rapid growth, the Assembly incorporated Fincastle in 
1772.192 Besides profiting from the business of the court, 
the town became a collection point for the region's hemp and 
wheat crops to be shipped to New London (See chapter III) or 
Staunton and from there to points further east and north. 
Christian, who already had mercantile connections in 
Staunton, was in an especially good position to profit from 
the commercial trade. Several new mills, including a saw 
mill, were opened on the stream at the foot of the town.
As a result, the town began to profit from large scale flour 
and cornmeal production. Tanneries were also established by 
the creek, as was a metal working shop. The town also began 
to market a new agricultural product of the region -
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flax.14 3
Fincastle's success during the colonial period can be 
measured by a list of home owners made near the end of the 
eighteenth century. The account records fifty-nine homes in 
or near the town: eleven frame houses, twenty-six hewn-log
houses, twenty-one temporary cabins, and one double 
cabin.144 Fincastle, though it appeared late in the 
colonial period, was almost immediately able to function as 
a market center for the region and fit into the trading 
patterns of backcountry Virginia. Thus, Botetourt's county 
town was guaranteed successful future development. Issac 
Weld put it succinctly. "Fincastle," he said, "is most 
rapidly increasing.ni4 3
Although it was not a prerequisite for the success of a 
backcountry town, the county court was an important factor 
for seven permenant backcountry communities. County towns 
were often the earliest urban centers in the backcountry 
because they provided an immediate source of income for the 
town, as settlers from the outlying community came to the 
court to transact legal business, trade, and be entertained. 
Thus the court was a prize for prospective entrepreneurs who 
vied for the honor of capturing the county seat.
The court alone was not enough to assure the success of 
a town. Still, it could prove be an invaluable asset, 
providing communities such as Charlotte and Campbellton with
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a measure of stability until the economy grew strong enough 
for them to develop further. Charlotte had to operate 
without the benefit of a large support population. 
Mecklenburg County lay too far south to reap the benefits of 
the flow of settlers moving into central North Carolina. 
Similarly Campbellton, although its surrounding environs had 
a large population, faced a mighty rival located only a mile 
away. Until such a time that demographic or economic 
factors shifted more favorably for these towns, they 
depended on the county court to sustain them. Possession of 
the court meant security.
On the other hand, the court could prove beneficial in 
other ways. Winchester, Staunton, Salisbury, and 
Hillsborough were the largest backcountry county towns at 
the close of the colonial period. They were also the oldest 
backcountry towns in North Carolina and Virginia, giving 
them time to build a strong industrial sector and grow into 
regional collection and distribution centers before facing 
serious competition from rival communities. Winchester and 
Staunton had an advantage in a continual population flow up 
the Shenandoah Valley. Not only did the influx of settlers 
provide these towns and their regions with new citizens, it 
also gave them a service market for travelers continuing 
south as well as connections to northern markets. Thus 
while Winchester and Staunton were able to trade with towns 
in eastern Virginia, they also had access to larger ports
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
125
such as Baltimore and Philadelphia. To a lesser extent, 
Salisbury also benefited from traffic of settlers. But 
Salisbury and Hillsborough primarily became regional trading 
centers and participated in the trade east to fall zone 
trading towns such as Petersburg, Halifax, and Cross Creek.
It is not by chance that the more successful 
backcountry county towns were established along existing 
trading paths. The Great Wagon Road served as a life line 
for young communities from the Lower Shenandoah Valley on 
into Piedmont North Carolina, bringing new settlers and 
providing trading opportunities. Winchester, Staunton, and 
Salisbury were located in succession along the Wagon Road, 
setting a pattern for town establishment that would continue 
beyond the colonial period. The Occoneechee Trading Path 
played a similar role in North Carolina, providing a highway 
for trade from the southwest corner of the colony into 
Tidewater Virginia. Charlotte, Salisbury, and Hillsborough 
all used this path to help sustain them.
Another factor affecting the progress of a county town 
was war. The Seven Years War stimulated growth in several 
towns in the Great Valley. The location of Fort Loudoun in 
Winchester proved a boon, bringing new business into the 
town. At the same time the war also served to push settlers 
further south into North Carolina to the benefit of 
Salisbury. Through chance, it was the Regulator Movement in 
North Carolina which convinced Governor Tryon to support
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James Polk in his efforts first to establish Charlotte, and 
then to found a college there. But war also could be 
detrimental. The Regulation and the disruptions of court 
procedures hurt Salisbury and Hillsborough. Still 
ironically, wars mostly proved to beneficial to the court 
towns.
Geography, trade, and conflict all affected the growth 
of backcountry county towns. However, they would have not 
been established at all without private initiative. An 
entrepreneur played a direct role in the creation of three 
of the seven permenant court towns. James Wood set the 
precedent in laying out Winchester with the intention of it 
becoming the Frederick County seat, although he was in the 
unique position of having to play a delicate game of 
politics with a proprietor. Lord Fairfax. Once Augusta 
County was formed, William Beverley took the initiative and 
created Staunton in an effort to attract settlers to his 
huge estate. Israel Christian may simply have been 
motivated by land speculation and the enormous profit 
potential of a successful town. The role of these 
individuals was recognized by the assemblies of both 
colonies; the acts of incorporation often making such 
references as "WHEREAS it hath been represented to this 
General Assembly, that James Wood, gentleman, did survey and 
lay out a parcel of land...for a town.”146 For the most 
part, each of these men held enormous tracts of land in the
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area being created into a new county. The achievement in 
acquiring the county court not only brought success and 
prestige for towns but also helped raise the status of the 
men who founded them.
Individuals were also influential in the creation of 
three other court towns. The sites for Salisbury and 
Hillsborough were made by county officials and the land was 
granted by Lord Granville. However James Carter and William 
Churton, both privy to the details pertaining to the 
establishment of these towns, moved quickly to purchase the 
land or land nearby. Thomas Polk was also highly 
instrumental in the creation of Charlotte, even though the 
land on which it stood was owned by the Selwyn/McCulloch 
faction. Of the backcountry county towns, only Campbellton 
was founded by legislative action without the domination of 
an individual.
The town founders used different tactics in an effort 
to gain enough support from county justices to locate the 
court in their towns. James Wood gave Frederick County 
fourteen acres of land in Winchester, keeping only a few 
lots for himself. Like Wood, Israel Christian gave 
Botetourt County officials almost the entire townlands of 
Fincastle; one hundred acres. William Beverley kept 
forty-four lots in Staunton for himself but donated 
twenty-five acres to the Augusta County court and provided 
them with a courthouse. Thomas Polk had no land to give the
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Mecklenburg officials but he and his associates did build a 
courthouse, jail, and stocks for the county. These men 
realised that to profit from a town located on their land, 
they need not necessarily maintain control of all of the 
town lots. Simply having the town nearby would raise the 
value of the surrounding land. Furthermore, Wood and Lord 
Fairfax successfully demonstrated that money was to be made 
with the town's expansion.
If gifts of land and support buildings were not enough 
to aid in the establishment of a county town, the town 
founders had other tools. William Beverley and Thomas Polk 
used their influence in the legislative Assemblies to 
achieve their goals. Beverley blocked opposition from the 
Augusta County court justices- Similarly, Polk deftly 
maneuvered as a representative in the lower house of the 
North Carolina legislature, blocked bills which would be 
detrimental to the creation of Charlotte. Powerful allies 
also helped in the development of other county towns. Lord 
Fairfax worked with James Wood to build Winchester instead 
of trying to block his efforts. Governor Tryon directly 
influenced the growth of two towns through his personal 
interest in Hillsborough and his support in the 
establishment of Charlotte and later Queen's College. Other 
men did not restrict their involvement to one county town. 
Israel Christian used his mercantile connections in Staunton 
to help support his store in Fincastle. Edmund Fanning
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invested heavily in both Hillsborough and Charlotte; ties 
resulting from his friendship with Tryon. Each of these men 
illustrates that speculation and investment was not 
necessarily limited to one venture.
The names of streets and of towns themselves were often 
chosen to honor and possibly gain the support of benefactors 
for a community. It is no coincidence that Staunton and 
Fincastle were named after members of the ruling governor's 
family. Similarly, Margaret Lane was established in 
Hillsborough along with Tryon Street. A main street through 
Mecklenburg's county town also bore the name Tryon, though 
"Charlotte" itself was a natural complement to the name of 
the county. But the role of town names is best illustrated 
by Hillsborough which was first named after one of 
Granville's land agents, next an attorney-general, and 
finally a secretary of state. The names of other towns and 
their streets were given in honor of other things - family 
members, places of origin, or the town builders themselves.
Aside from its name, a town is best represented by the 
way it was laid out; its plan revealing the amount of time 
and thought involved, the personality or experience of the 
person creating the design, as well as the prospects held 
for the success of the community. Most the county towns 
followed the trend displayed across the American colonies of 
towns made up of gridiron streets and half-acre lots 
dominated the landscape. A majority of the county towns
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incorporated grids though subtleties found in street 
patterns, lot distribution, and the placement of structures 
made each community unique.
The early colonial court towns tended to be laid out in 
the simplest grid pattern with small blocks of lots and 
narrow streets. Winchester’s grid is irregular, a 
reflection of the additions to the original plan. As well. 
Lord Fairfax added the five-acre outlots. Staunton had a 
more regular street system but each block was small, 
containing only four lots. With the establishment of 
Hillsborough, a pattern of longer blocks (ten lots) was set 
which was repeated in later towns. However, Fincastle 
reverted somewhat to the earlier pattern with blocks of six 
and four lots, although that town was unique in that the 
lots were square.
A derivation of the simple grid plan was created when 
the town was based on an axis of two main avenues.
Salisbury, Charlotte, and Campbellton all adopted this 
street system. Salisbury was oriented off of traditional 
compass points to incorporate existing trails into the town 
plan. While three of the towns used the avenues to divide 
the remaining area into four even quadrants, one of 
Campbellton*s avenues was shifted to an edge of the town 
closer to the river. Campbellton was also one of only four 
county towns to incorporate a square into its plan. 
Hillsborough's original design called for a modified
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Medieval square (simply an empty block in the grid pattern). 
Finally, Salisbury and Charlotte both used false squares, 
created by locating the courthouse in the center of a major 
intersection.
The county towns had other differences as well. Five 
towns (Winchester, Staunton, Salisbury, Hillsborough, 
Fincastle) all had at least one church established in them 
before the end of the colonial period. Winchester and 
Salisbury had schools for their children, and Charlotte, for 
a time, had the only college in the backcountry. Staunton 
was unique in that it had an asylum for orphans and 
illegitimate children. Hillsborough had the only permanent 
racing ground. These institutional differences are a 
reflection of the separate experiences each of the county 
towns faced.
The county court was a highly influential force in the 
formation of backcountry towns. A court served as a 
laticework for a prospective town, supporting it until it 
could stand on its own. Having a county court did not 
guarantee that a town would be successful. But with a 
guaranteed population and market at least part of the year, 
a court could attract merchants, artisans, as well as land 
investors. A county town could be founded in different 
ways; by administrative authority or through private 
initiative. As an administrative center, the court town
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could count on support from colonial authorities as well as 
the civic pride of leading county citizens. Other 
backcountry towns developed successfully without ever 
serving host to a court, but being a county town definitely 
had its advantages.
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C h a p t e r  I I I  
T h e  T r a n s i e n t  C o u r t  a n d  i t s  E f f e c t  o n  T o w n s
W i n c h e s t e r ,  S t a u n t o n ,  S a l i s b u r y ,  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  
C a m p b e l l t o n , C h a r l o t t e ,  a n d  F i n c a s t l e  w e r e  a l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  c o u n t y  t o w n s  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s e a t s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t y  
c o u r t s .  B e c o m i n g  t h e  s e a t  o f  j u s t i c e  w a s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  
a  t o w n ' s  s u c c e s s  b u t  i t  d i d  g i v e  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  a n  e d g e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  i t  s t o o d  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n p o p u l a t e d  a r e a  o r  
f a c e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  a  r i v a l .  C a m p b e l l t o n  a n d  C h a r l o t t e  
a r e  b o t h  e x a m p l e s  o f  s m a l l  c o u r t  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  
d e v e l o p  i n t o  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  u n t i l  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x i s t  u n t i l  t h e y  d e v e l o p e d  
d i v e r s e  e c o n o m i e s  o r  m e r g e d  w i t h  a  s t r o n g e r  t o w n  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  w e r e  h o m e  t o  a  c o u n t y  c o u r t .  W i n c h e s t e r ,  t h e  m o s t  
s u c c e s s f u l  o f  a l l  t h e  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
b a c k c o u n t r y  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
t h e  c o u r t  t o  a  y o u n g  t o w n .
B y  1 7 5 9 ,  W i n c h e s t e r  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  p r o m i s i n g  
t o w n .  A f t e r  s u r v i v i n g  a  f e w  y e a r s  o f  s l o w  g r o w t h ,  i n  t h e
1 4 6
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1 7 5 0 ' s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  r e a p e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t r a d e ,  
m i g r a t i o n ,  a n d  a  m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e .  H o w e v e r  i n  1 7 5 9  a n  
e p i d e m i c  o f  s m a l l p o x  b r o k e  o u t .  I n  J u l y ,  t o  h e l p  c o n t a i n  
t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  d e c i d e d  t o  
r e l o c a t e  t o  t h e  t o w n  o f  S t e p h e n s b u r g  " d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h e  
S m a l l  P o x  r a g e t h  i n  t h e  T o w n  o f  W i n c h e s t e r . " 1 S t e p h e n s b u r g  
( w h i c h  w i l l  e x p l o r e d  i n  C h a p t e r  IV) i n s t a n t l y  b e c a m e  a  r i v a l  
h o m e  f o r  t h e  F r e d e r i c k  C o u n t y  c o u r t .  I n d e e d ,  L o r d  F a i r f a x  
h i m s e l f  m a y  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  t o w n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  
t o  h i s  e s t a t e . 2 I n  s p i t e  o f  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  p r o g r e s s  
d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e  W i n c h e s t e r  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a  f a i r l y  d i v e r s e  
e c o n o m y ,  i t s  t o w n  l e a d e r s  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a l a r m e d .  I n  
O c t o b e r ,  t h e y  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  c o u r t  t o  r e t u r n ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  
c a s e s  o f  s m a l l p o x  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  i n  S t e p h e n s b u r g .  T h e  
j u s t i c e s  a g r e e d  a n d  o r d e r e d  t h e  c o u r t  t o  r e t u r n . 3 D e s p i t e  
t h e  o r d e r ,  t h e  b a t t l e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  t h e  c o u r t  r e m a i n e d  i n  
S t e p h e n s b u r g .  F i n a l l y  i n  M a r c h  1 7 6 0 ,  t h e  W i n c h e s t e r  f a c t i o n  
p r o d u c e d  a  W r i t  o f  A d j o u r n m e n t  i n  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  j u s t i c e s  
o n c e  a g a i n  a g r e e d  t o  r e t u r n . 4
T h i s  b a c k c o u n t r y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  B a b y l o n i a n  C a p t i v i t y  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  W i n c h e s t e r  a n d  
S t e p h e n s b u r g  h e l d  i n  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  F r e d e r i c k  C o u n t y  c o u r t .
B y  1 7 5 9  W i n c h e s t e r  w a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  t o w n ,  n o  l o n g e r  
d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S t e p h e n s b u r g  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
r e t a i n i n g  t h e  c o u r t  b e c a u s e  i t  b r o u g h t  n e w  l i f e  i n t o  t h e i r
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
148
c o m m u n i t y .  Y e t  W i n c h e s t e r ’s l e a d e r s  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  c o u r t ’s 
r e t u r n ,  p e r h a p s  w i t h  s o m e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  F o r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
c o u r t  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
e c o n o m y ,  i t  d i d  b r i n g  m o n e y ,  p e o p l e ,  t r a d e ,  a n d  s t a t u s  t o  
t h e  t o w n .
I n  1 7 5 9 ,  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  c o u r t  m a y  n o t  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  
i n  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  W i n c h e s t e r ,  b u t  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  d u r i n g  t h e  
t o w n ' s  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  h a v i n g  a  c o u r t  w a s  n o t  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n .  O t h e r  t o w n s  
d e v e l o p e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h o u t  e v e r  s e r v i n g  a s  a  c o u n t y  
s e a t .  B u t  o f t e n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  w a s  a  k e y  f a c t o r .  
O p e r a t i n g  a s  a  c o u n t y  t o w n  w a s  a  r i s k y  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  f o r  
t h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  w o u l d  m o v e .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o u r t ' s  m o b i l i t y  a l s o  w o r k e d  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
e x i s t i n g  t o w n s ,  b r i n g i n g  a d d e d  p r e s t i g e  a n d  b u s i n e s s  i n t o  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y .
T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  c o u r t  t o w n s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  
w a s  d u e  i n  a  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  i n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
p o p u l a t e d  r e g i o n s .  D a l s t o n b u r g ,  t h e  c o u n t y  t o w n  o f  
C h a r l o t t e  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a  d i d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s a m e  r a p i d  
a n d  d y n a m i c  g r o w t h  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  o l d e r  c o u r t  t o w n s .  T h i s  
t o w n ,  m o d e r n  C h a r l o t t e  C o u r t  H o u s e ,  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c a r e f u l  e f f o r t s  a n d  s h e e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e a d  
f a m i l y .
W h e n  L u n e n b u r g  C o u n t y  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  1 7 4 5 ,  C l e m e n t  R e a d
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b e c a m e  t h e  C l e r k  o f  C o u r t ,  a n d  l a t e r  s e r v e d  t h e  c o u n t y  a s  a  
B u r g e s s  a n d  s u r v e y o r . 9 A  w e a l t h y  S o u t h s i d e  r e s i d e n t .  R e a d  
i n v e s t e d  h e a v i l y  i n  l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  R o a n o k e  R i v e r ,  b u i l d i n g  
a  h o m e  k n o w n  a s  B u s h y  F o r e s t  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s . 6 D u r i n g  t h e  
S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r ,  G o v e r n o r  R o b e r t  D i n w i d d i e  o r d e r e d  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p o w d e r  m a g a z i n e  a n d  p l a c e d  R e a d  i n  c h a r g e  
o f  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e . 7 T h e  s t r u c t u r e  
a t t r a c t e d  p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  p o s s i b l y  d r a w n  b y  a  s e n s e  o f  
s e c u r i t y .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  s i t e .  R e a d  l a i d  
o u t  a  t o w n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  I n  A u g u s t  1 7 5 7  h e  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  o v e r s e e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  r o a d  f r o m  t h e  
L u n e n b u r g  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  a  n e a r b y  c h u r c h  t o  t h e  r o a d  " t h a t  
l e a d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e w  T o w n  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t y  B r i d g e  j u s t  a b o v e  
h i s  P l a n t a t i o n . . . . "8
I n  1 7 5 9 ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  R e a d  
w a s  a b l e  t o  h a v e  h i s  t o w n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  o n l y  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  
i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  U n l i k e  S t a u n t o n ,  i t  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
w i t h o u t  c o n c e r n  f o r  i t s  l i m i t e d  p o p u l a t i o n .  P e r h a p s  a 
w a r t i m e  m e a s u r e ,  t h e  a c t ,  w h i c h  s o u g h t  t o  e n a b l e  f r o n t i e r  
i n h a b i t a n t s  " b e t t e r  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  o n  
a n y  s u d d e n  i n c u r s i o n  o f  t h e  e n e m y , "  p o i n t e d  o u t  o n l y  t h a t  
l o t s  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  a n d  t h a t  " m a n y  p e r s o n s  h a d  
s u b s c r i b e d "  f o r  t h e m . ®  I t  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  o n e  
h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  w o o d l a n d  w h i c h  b e l o n g e d  t o  R e a d  a n d  J o h n  
P l e a s a n t  ( P l e a s a n t  l a t e r  s o l d  h i s  h o l d i n g s ) . T h e  t o w n  w a s  
n a m e d  D a l s t o n b u r g  a f t e r  C a t h e r i n e  D a l s t o n ,  t h e  w i f e  o f
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G o v e r n o r  F r a n c i s  F a u q u i e r . 10 I t  h a d  n o  i n d u s t r y ,  n o  t r a d e ,  
a n d  i n  1 7 6 3  w h e n  t h e  w a r  e n d e d ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  m e l t e d  
a w a y .  I n d e e d ,  n o  l o t  s a l e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d .
R e a d  d i e d  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r .  A l l  o f  h i s  l a n d  h o l d i n g s  
w e r e  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  h i s  s o n s  T h o m a s  a n d  C l e m e n t . 11 
C l e m e n t ,  w h o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  D a l s t o n b u r g  t r a c t ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h e  t o w n  w a s  d o o m e d  t o  f a i l u r e  u n l e s s  h e  c o u l d  a t t r a c t  
s e t t l e r s .  W h e n  L u n e n b u r g  C o u n t y  w a s  d i v i d e d  t o  c r e a t e  
C h a r l o t t e  C o u n t y  i n  1 7 6 5 ,  C l e m e n t  q u i c k l y  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  
" p l a c e  c a l l e d  t h e  M a g a z i e n "  b e c o m e  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t ,  a g r e e i n g  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  t h i r t y  b y  t w e n t y - t w o  f o o t  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  a  
t w o - r o o m  p r i s o n . 12 A n  o r d i n a r y  w a s  b u i l t  n e a r b y  w h i c h  w a s  
o p e r a t e d  b y  J o h n  T a n k e r s l e y ,  m o s t l y  t o  s e r v e  p e o p l e  w h e n  t h e  
c o u r t  w a s  i n  s e s s i o n . 13 T h i s  g r o u p  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  l o c a t e d  
a t  a  T - s h a p e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  b e c a m e  t h e  n u c l e u s  f o r  t h e  n e w l y  
r e b o r n  D a l s t o n b u r g  ( S e e  m a p  1 3 ) .  T h e  t o w n  g r e w  o r g a n i c a l l y .  
R e a d ' s  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  h a v i n g  b e e n  f o r s a k e n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
l a c k  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s .
I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 7 6 5 ,  t h e  R e a d  b r o t h e r s  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  
t h e i r  m o t h e r  t o  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  t o  t h r e e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  i n  
e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  w i d o w ' s  p o r t i o n  g r a n t e d  i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
w i l l .  I n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  s h e  a c q u i r e d  7 2 4  a c r e s  o f  f a r m l a n d ,  
s i x t y - f o u r  a c r e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a  g r i s t  m i l l ,  a n d  " S e v e n t y  
a c r e s  o f  L a n d  s i t u a t e d  l y i n g  a n d  b e i n g  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  
D a l s t o n b u r g h , " i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " n e w  O r d i n a r y  H o u s e ,
C o u r t h o u s e ,  a n d  P r i s o n . " 14 M a r y  R e a d  w a s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e
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MAP 13
C h a r l o t t e  C o u r t h o u s e  ( D a l s t o n b u r g )
" M a p  o f  a  S e c t i o n  o f  T e r r i t o r y  A d j a c e n t  t o  M a r y s v i l l e  o r
C h a r l o t t e  C o u r t  H o u s e . "  A r c h i v e s  a n d  R e c o r d s  D i v i s i o n ,  
M a p  C o l l e c t i o n ,  T h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  a n d  
A r c h i v e s ,  R i c h m o n d ,  c. 1 8 4 0 .  ( D e t a i l )
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w o m a n  w h o  t h r o u g h  h e r  b u s i n e s s  a c u m e n  b e c a m e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  
D a l s t o n b u r g  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m a n a g i n g  h e r  f a r m  p r o p e r t y  a n d  
r a i s i n g  s e v e n  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n . 13 T h e  t o w n ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
b e c o m i n g  k n o w n  a s  M a r y s v i l l e ,  g r e w  s l o w l y .  X t  s i m p l y  f a i l e d  
t o  a t t r a c t  m a n y  b u s i n e s s e s  o r  a s i z e a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  a s  a  
r e s u l t  n e v e r  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  l a r g e  u r b a n  c e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .
C h a r l o t t e  C o u n t y  d i d  n o t  r e a p  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  
d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  s e t t l e r s  m i g r a t i n g  i n t o  V i r g i n i a  f r o m  
t h e  n o r t h .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  s e t b a c k ,  D a l s t o n b u r g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
e x i s t  a s  a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t h e  a r e a  f i n a l l y  h a d  a  
s u f f i c i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  d r a w  c i t i z e n s  a n d  
a t t r a c t  t r a d e .  L i k e  C h a r l o t t e  a n d  C a m p b e l l t o n  i n  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a ,  p l a y i n g  h o s t  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  a s s u r e d  
D a l s t o n b u r g 's  e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  i t  h a d  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  g r o w t h . 16
A n o t h e r  S o u t h s i d e  c o u r t  t o w n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  f a t e  q u i t e  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  D a l s t o n b u r g .  W h e n  B e d f o r d  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a  
w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  1 7 5 3 ,  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  B u r g e s s ,  W i l l i a m  
C a l l o w a y ,  p r o p o s e d  b u i l d i n g  a  c o u n t y  t o w n .  I n i t i a l l y  h e  
f a c e d  a  r i v a l  i n  o n e  M a t t h e w  T a l b o t ,  w h o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
p e t i t i o n e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  p r i s o n  b o u n d s  l a i d  o u t  o n  h i s  
l a n d . 17 B u t  i n  A u g u s t  1 7 5 4 ,  C a l l o w a y  o f f e r e d  t o  d o n a t e  1 0 0  
a c r e s  o f  l a n d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a t  a  f o r k  i n  t h e  r o a d  n e a r  h i s  
m i l l  o n  B u f f a l o  R u n .  T h e  c o u r t  a g r e e d  a n d  C a l l o w a y  w a s  
c o m m i s s i o n e d  t o  b u i l d  a  t i m b e r  p r i s o n  a n d  a  r o u g h  b u i l d i n g
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t o  s e r v e  a s  a  c o u r t h o u s e .  T h e  c o u r t  m e t  i n  t h e  n e w  b u i l d i n g  
i n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 5 4 .  T h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  t h e  j u s t i c e s  a p p o i n t e d  
t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  n e w  t o w n  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e m  t o  l a y  o u t  a n d  
s e l l  l o t s . 18 C a l l o w a y  d i d  n o t  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d  
u n t i l  1 7 5 7 .  W h e n  t h e  d e e d  w a s  d r a w n ,  t h e  c o u r t  o r d e r e d  
t r u s t e e s  R i c h a r d  C a l l o w a y ,  Z a c h a r y  I s b e l ,  a n d  B e n j a m i n  
H o w a r d  t o  l a y  o u t  t h e  t o w n  i n t o  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s ,  s t i p u l a t i n g  
t h a t  a  s i x t e e n  b y  t w e n t y  f o o t  f r a m e  h o u s e  h a d  t o  b e  b u i l t  o n  
e a c h  l o t  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  o f  i t s  s a l e  a n d  a  b r i c k  c h i m n e y  b e  
a d d e d  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h e  l o t s  w e r e  s o l d  t h r o u g h  b l i n d  
s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  e a c h  p u r c h a s e r  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  h i s  l o t  u n t i l  i t  w a s  d r a w n  a t  t h e  c o u r t  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  M a y .  T h e  n e w  t o w n  w a s  n a m e d  N e w  L o n d o n  ( S e e  m a p  
1 4 } .19
T h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  t o w n  w a s  a  r e g u l a r  g r i d  p a t t e r n  c r e a t e d  
b y  t w o  p a r a l l e l  a v e n u e s  c r o s s e d  b y  a  m a i n  s t r e e t .  S m a l l e r  
c r o s s  s t r e e t s ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t ,  c u t  t h e  g r i d  
i n t o  b l o c k s  f i v e  l o t s  w i d e  a n d  o n e  l o t  d e e p .  T h e  c o u r t h o u s e  
w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  a  o n e  a c r e  t r a c t  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  m a i n  
s t r e e t  a n d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  a v e n u e  ( l o t  1 0 ) .  T h e  l o t s  o n  t h e  
t w o  c e n t r a l  b l o c k s  a l l  f r o n t e d  t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t .  T h e  b l o c k  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  l o t s  2 8  t h r o u g h  31  h a d  f o u r  o f  t h e  t r a c t s  
f r o n t i n g  t h e  a v e n u e s  a n d  a n  i n t e r i o r  t r a c t  f r o n t i n g  t h e  
c r o s s  s t r e e t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  m a p  d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  f u t u r e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  N e w  L o n d o n .  T h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
l o t s  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  a v e n u e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e
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P l a n  o f  N e w  L o n d o n  T o w n
" P l a n  o f  N e w  L o n d o n  T o w n . "  D e e d  B o o k , "  A : 4 3 4 .  B e d f o r d  C o u n t y  
C o u r t h o u s e ,  B e d f o r d ,  V i r g i n i a ,  n . d .
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f i v e  l o t  b l o c k  p a t t e r n  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  -  l o t s  f a c i n g  t h e  m a i n  
s t r e e t ,  o r  a r r a n g e d  t o  f r o n t  t h e  a v e n u e s -  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
s p a c i n g  a n d  w i d t h s  o f  f u t u r e  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  a n d  a v e n u e s  a r e  
l e f t  u n d r a w n .  T w e n t y - o n e  d i f f e r e n t  s u b s c r i b e r s  o r i g i n a l l y  
p u r c h a s e d  l o t s  i n  N e w  L o n d o n .  T h i r t y - t h r e e  t o w n  l o t s  w e r e  
s o l d .  T h e n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  h o l d i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  a s  a  
c o m m o n  f o r  f u t u r e  l o t  s a l e s ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  s o l d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  
i n  t e n  l a r g e  b l o c k s . 20
N e w  L o n d o n  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  i n  
1 7 6 1 .  T h e  a c t  a p p o i n t e d  f o u r  m o r e  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  t o w n  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f a i r  d a y s  t w i c e  e a c h  y e a r . 21 A  p o w d e r  m a g a z i n e  
w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  N e w  L o n d o n  t o  h e l p  p r o t e c t  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  
W i t h  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  b e s t o w e d  o n  t h e  t o w n  b y  c o l o n y  
o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  B e d f o r d  C o u n t y  j u s t i c e s  m a d e  a t t e m p t s  t o  
i m p r o v e  t h e  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  I n  1 7 6 6 ,  t h e  c o u r t  o r d e r e d  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  c o u r t h o u s e ,  " t o - w i t  t w e n t y  f o u r  b y  
t h i r t y  s i x  f e e t  1 2  f e e t  P i t c h ,  t w o  1 2  f e e t  S q u a r e  R o o m s  w i t h  
a  B r i c k  C h i m n e y  a  f i r e  p l a c e  i n  e a c h  R o o m  W a i n s c o t e d  4 f e e t  
H i g h  & P l a i s t e r e d  a b o v e d  t h e  W a i n s c o t i n g  t o  b e  w e l l  W r o u g h t ,  
w i t h  s i x  G l a s s  W i n d o w s ," u n d e r p i n n e d  w i t h  b r i c k  p i e r s  o n e  
a n d  o n e - h a l f  f o o t  t a l l - 22 T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  w h o l e  
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  m o v e d  f o u r t e e n  f e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t  a n d  r a i s e d  
t h r e e  f e e t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a  f o u r t e e n  f o o t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
w e s t  e n d  w h i c h  h o u s e d  t w o  j u r y  r o o m s . 23 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
n e w  c o u r t h o u s e ,  t h e  t o w n  w a s  a l s o  t h e  h o m e  o f  a n  a c a d e m y  
w h i c h  b e g a n  o p e r a t i n g  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 7 6 5 .  A n  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h
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w a s  a l s o  b u i l t  o n  t h e  a c a d e m y  l a n d s .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  l o g  b u t  l a t e r  w a s  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  f r a m e  
s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  A n g l i c a n s ,  w h o  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  o u t n u m b e r e d ,  
s h a r e d  t h e i r  c h u r c h  w i t h  S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s . 24
U n l i k e  L u n e n b u r g  a n d  C h a r l o t t e  C o u n t i e s ,  B e d f o r d  C o u n t y  
s t o o d  i n  a  p r o p i t i o u s  l o c a t i o n  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  i t  t o  e x p l o i t  
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  T h e  c o u n t y  
w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  a  j u n c t u r e  w h e r e  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  
c o u l d  e i t h e r  t u r n  e a s t  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h s i d e  o r  c o n t i n u e  o n  
i n t o  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  B e d f o r d ' s  c o u n t y  t o w n  s t o o d  o n  a  m a i n  
t h o r o u g h f a r e  f r o m  R i c h m o n d  i n t o  t h e  R o a n o k e  V a l l e y ,  m a k i n g  
i t  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  a s  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r  f o r  m e r c h a n t s .  
W i l l i a m  C a l l o w a y  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  J a m e s  o p e r a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  
s t o r e  i n  N e w  L o n d o n  ( l o t  1} ,  p r o v i d i n g  s t a p l e s  f o r  c o u n t y  
p l a n t e r s  a n d  b u y i n g  t h e i r  t o b a c c o  a n d  h e m p  c r o p s .  T h e i r  
s t o r e  w a s  i n  b u s i n e s s  b y  1 7 5 0  e v e n  b e f o r e  N e w  L o n d o n  w a s  
f o u n d e d . 25 A f t e r  1 7 6 8 ,  t h e  C a l l o w a y s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  
S c o t t i s h  f i r m  o f  J a m e s  a n d  R o b e r t  D o n a l d  a n d  C o m p a n y ,  w h o  
l a t e r  o p e n e d  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e i r  o w n  i n  N e w  L o n d o n .  B u t  t h e  
C a l l o w a y ' s  c h i e f  c o m p e t i t i o n  c a m e  f r o m  J o h n  H o o k  w h o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t o r e  i n  1 7 6 6 .  H o o k  w o r k e d  a s  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a n o t h e r  S c o t t i s h  f i r m ,  W i l l i a m  D o n a l d  a n d  
C o m p a n y .  I n  1 7 7 2 ,  h e  s t r u c k  o u t  o n  h i s  o w n  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  
w i t h  D a v i d  R o s s  w h o  o p e r a t e d  a  f i r m  i n  P e t e r s b u r g .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t o b a c c o  a n d  h e m p .  H o o k  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s u p p l e m e n t e d  
t h e  t r a d e  b y  b u y i n g  l o c a l  g i n s e n g  c r o p s  a n d  d e e r s k i n s . 26
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D u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  N e w  L o n d o n  p r o s p e r e d .  W h e n  
F r a n c o i s  J e a n  M a r q u i s  d e  C h a s t e l l u x  v i s i t e d  t h e  t o w n  l a t e  i n  
t h e  c e n t u r y ,  h e  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  " a n  i n f a n t  t o w n ,  b u t  a l r e a d y  
p r e t t y  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n t y  o r  
e i g h t y  h o u s e s . * G u n  r e p a i r  w o r k s h o p s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d
n e a r  t h e  a r s e n a l  a n d  w a r  i n d u s t r i e s  f l o u r i s h e d .  B u t  t h e  
p r o s p e r i t y  w a s  f l e e t i n g .  A s  i t  h a d  f o r  D a l s t o n b u r g ,  w a r  
b r o u g h t  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  N e w  L o n d o n .  W i t h  t h e  coining o f  p e a c e ,  
t h e  t o w n ' s  e c o n o m y  s u f f e r e d .  T h e  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  
c l o s e d  a n d  t h e  m a g a z i n e  w a s  m o v e d  t o  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n .  W i t h  
t h e  l o s s  o f  i n d u s t r y .  N e w  L o n d o n ' s  s u c c e s s  d e r i v e d  a l m o s t  
s o l e l y  f r o m  i t s  s t a t u s  a s  B e d f o r d ' s  c o u n t y  t o w n .  A s  a  
r e s u l t ,  w h e n  t h e  c o u r t  m o v e d  i n  1 7 8 1 ,  t h e  t o w n  r a p i d l y  
d e c l i n e d .  N e w  L o n d o n  l o s t  i t s  c o u r t  a n d  b e c a m e  a  r u r a l  
f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t y . 28
T w o  o t h e r  c o u n t y  t o w n s  w h i c h  f a i l e d  t o  d e v e l o p  w e r e  t h e  
p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  s a m e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  J a m e s  R o b e r t s ,  J r .  b e g a n  
h i s  c a r e e r  a s  t o w n  f o u n d e r  i n  H a l i f a x  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a .  T h e  
c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  a  p l a c e  n e a r  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
c o u n t y  c a l l e d  P u n c h  S p r i n g  i n  1 7 5 3 .  F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  s t o o d  a l o n e  b u t  R o b e r t s  s a w  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  m a k e  s o m e  m o n e y .  H e  l a i d  o u t  1 0 4  a c r e s  n e x t  t o  t h e  c o u r t  
i n t o  a  t o w n .  I n  1 7 5 9  t h e  A s s e m b l y ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  " s e v e r a l  
p e r s o n s  a r e  n o w  s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  w o u l d  s o o n  
s e t t l e  i f  t h e  s a m e  w a s  b y  l a w  e r e c t e d  i n t o  a  t o w n , "  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i t  a s  P e y t o n s b u r g  ( S e e  m a p  1 5 ) .2a T h e  a c t .
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w h i c h  a l s o  m a d e  D a l s t o n b u r g  a  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  n o t e d  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y -  I r o n i c a l l y ,  R o b e r t s  d i d  
n o t  g a i n  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d  h i s  t o w n  o c c u p i e d  u n t i l  1 7 6 0 -30
T h e  p l a n  o f  P e y t o n s b u r g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  t o w n  
d e s i g n s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  I t  w a s  l a i d  o u t  b y  S h e r w o o d  W a l t o n ,  a n  
a s s i s t a n t  s u r v e y o r  f o r  H a l i f a x  C o u n t y ,  t h o u g h  t h e  p l a n  m a y  
h a v e  b e e n  d r a w n  b y  R o b e r t s  h i m s e l f . 31 L i k e  S a l i s b u r y ,  t h e  
t o w n  w a s  o r i e n t e d  n i n e t y  d e g r e e s  o f f  o f  t h e  u s u a l  c o m p a s s  
d i r e c t i o n s .  T h e  t o w n  h a d  2 0 8  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s  b u t  o n l y  t w o  
s t r e e t s ,  l e a v i n g  1 5 4  l o t s  w i t h  n o  a c c e s s .  T h e  s t r e e t s  c u t  
t h e  t o w n  i n t o  f o u r  b l o c k s ,  t w o  w i t h  f o r t y - e i g h t  l o t s ,  a n d  
t w o  w i t h  f i f t y - s i x  l o t s .  E a c h  s t r e e t  c h a n g e d  n a m e s  a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n -  M a i n  b e c a m e  F o r e s t  (or R o y a l  F o r e s t )  S t r e e t  
a n d  M o u n t a i n  (or M o n t a i n e )  b e c a m e  R a n d o l p h  S t r e e t . 32 T h e  
o d d n e s s  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  m a y  r e f l e c t  a  g r a d u a l l y  e v o l v i n g  
s t r e e t  p l a n .  T h e  c o u r t  o r d e r e d  a  n e w  s t r e e t  t o  b e  s u r v e y e d  
a n d  o p e n e d  i n  1 7 6 1 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e . O r  t h e  p l a n  m a y  s i m p l y  
r e v e a l  a  d e l a y  i n  a c t u a l l y  l a y i n g  o u t  t h e  l o t s  a n d  p l o t t i n g  
t h e m ,  w h i c h  t h e  c o u r t  a l s o  o r d e r e d  i n  1 7 6 1 . 33 W h a t e v e r  t h e  
c a s e ,  t h e  p l a n  f o r  P e y t o n s b u r g  w a s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  c o n v e n i e n t .  
I n  a  t o w n  o f  2 1 0  l o t s ,  o n l y  5 4  h a d  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  a  
s t r e e t .
D e s p i t e  t h e  o d d  p l a n ,  R o b e r t s  s o l d  s e v e r a l  l o t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  e x i s t e n c e . 34 T h e  t o w n  b e c a m e  
a  s u p p l y  p o i n t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r ,  
a t t r a c t i n g  m e r c h a n t s ,  g u n s m i t h s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  a n d  f a r r i e r s .
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" T h i s  T o w n  o f  P a t o n s b u r g  L a y e d  o f f  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A c t  o f  
A s s e m b l y  b y  S h e r d W a l t o n . "  " D e e d  B o o k ,  H a l i f a x  
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Some taverns were opened to house an increasing number of 
travelers- After the war, warehouses were constructed and 
the town began to profit from the grain trade. But 
Peytonsburg's initial success was short lived.33 In 1766 
Pittsylvania County was cut out of the western section of 
Halifax.36 The court continued to meet in Peytonsburg 
while Halifax was surveyed and a site was chosen for the 
court near the center of the county. Peytonsburg, sitting 
just inside the Pittsylvania County line was doomed to loose 
its court and all of the prestige that went with it.37
Roberts was quick to realize that Peytonsburg faced a 
doubtful future. In desperate financial straits, he sold to 
Roger Atkinson, a merchant in Dinwiddie county, 1570 acres 
of land, including sixty-one lots in Peytonsburg.38 But 
the town did not fold immediately. During the Revolution it 
again became an important supply center attracting tradesmen 
and merchants. However, with the coming of peace, 
Peytonsburg once more entered a decline. In 1778, Roberts 
sold his remaining lots to a merchant, John Wimbish, who 
eventually would consolidate the old Peytonsburg property as 
a homestead and a store.39
The majority of Roberts' remaining lands stood in newly 
created Pittsylvania County and he was appointed to serve on 
the county court. As justice for the new county he was 
privy to knowledge of court proceedings. Moving quickly, he 
located land near the center of Pittsylvania. When the
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court met at the Halifax courthouse in Peytonsburg in June 
1767, the justices decided to meet next at Roberts’ new 
plantation on the Sandy River.40 Possibly due to his 
haste, Roberts had obtained the land through questionable 
circumstances, buying it from John Morton who either had yet 
to get a deed from Hannah Austin or was working as her 
agent. Whatever the case, the court stipulated that Roberts 
had to obtain a clear title to the property from Austin. He 
did not get a deed to the property until 1771.41
When the court met again, Roberts was hard at work 
securing the county seat. The house he was building on the 
property was turned into the county prison.42 Then the 
court ordered county surveyor John Donelson to run a line 
twenty-seven miles west from the midpoint of the 
Halifax/Pittsylvania line and find a site nearby for the 
courthouse.43 Just coincidently, Roberts* new land 
happened to be near that point and he offered to build a 
courthouse on the property "of the same Dimensions of 
Halifax old Courthouse" to be finished in eighteen 
months.44 Anxious to make a profit from the venture, 
Roberts, with Thomas Tunstall as a partner, obtained a 
license to open an ordinary at the courthouse. He also 
received permission to build a grist mill-45 Finally, well 
aware of the early success of Peytonsburg, Roberts laid out 
fifty acres of land for a town. In 1769, the Assembly 
incorporated it, naming it Chatham in honor of William Pitt
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(for whom the county had been named), Earl of Chatham.46
Roberts' diligence in money-making ventures detracted 
from his court responsibilities. He was made sheriff in 
1769 but was fined less than a year later for neglecting his 
duties.47 As well, his temporary prison continually had to 
be repaired and he had yet to build a courthouse. An 
impatient court in 1770 issued an ultimatum, "unless the 
said James Roberts shall give Bond with sufficient security 
to build and Compleat the said Courthouse within two Months 
from this time that he be immediately after prosecuted in 
the General Court."48 Apparently he completed the task, 
because he was not prosecuted and a courthouse was standing 
in 1772.49 But the court had had enough. When the prison 
deteriorated beyond tolerance-in 1771 Roberts did not get 
the contract to build a new one. Instead the task fell to 
Michael Rowland.30
Chatham experienced some of the early success of 
Peytonsburg. By 1768, Samuel Calland had opened a store 
which was flourishing. Later James Smith, Murdock and Co. 
started an operation in Chatham. A second tavern was built 
in town by Thomas Brune in 1771.31 Sadly, but not 
surprisingly, James Roberts did not experience the same 
success as his town. Years of land speculation and the 
demise of Peytonsburg had ruined him. Always in bad 
financial straits, Roberts was never able to post the bonds
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 6 6
required by the court for his building contracts. 
Apparently, his fellow justices merely overlooked the fact. 
However during his term as sheriff Roberts failed to turn 
thousands of pounds of tobacco collected as tax levies over 
to the court. He was sued by the county as well as by 
individuals who had were held liable for the missing 
taxes.52 In 1772 he was forced to mortgage all of his 
possessions including Sandy River Plantation and his 
town.5 3
Finally in January 1775, an unusual advertisement
placed by William Tunstall appeared in The Virginia Gazette:
TO BE SOLD, On the fourth Thursday in March next, 
being Pittsylvania Court Day, by virtue of a Deed 
of Trust from James Roberts, A VALUABLE Tract of 
LAND lying in the said County, containing about 
400 Acres, being the Land whereon the Court house 
stands, near 100 Acres of which are cleared, and 
in good Order for Cropping. It is well calculated 
for a Taverner, as there are sundry Houses built 
for that purpose, and is rented, this Year, for 
sixty Pounds. There are 50 Acres laid off in Lots 
for a Town, on several of which are Houses built 
that will suit Tradesmen.54
Chatham outlived the demise of its founder only a few years.
In 1777 Pittsylvania was divided and the county seat was
moved east.53 Chatham continued to exist because of the
Smith and Calland stores. Eventually the two operations
would combine under the leadership of Samuel Calland and the
buildings which stood around the store became known as
Callands.56 Like Peytonsburg, the town of Chatham became a
Scots store.
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When one county was divided to create a new one, the 
court justices did not always move to build a new county 
town. Clement Read, Jr., for example, successfully lobbied 
to have the court moved to the site of Dalstonburg to help 
bring new life into a dying town. Similarly, when Dunmore 
(later Shenandoah) County, Virginia was created in 1772, one 
town was chosen to serve as the county seat, not to save it, 
but in recognition of its success.57
Woodstock started life as a migratory town along the 
Great Wagon Road from Pennsylvania. The area was settled by 
a German immigrant named Jacob Mueller who obtained a four 
hundred acre tract from Lord Fairfax in 1752.38 For ten 
years as Mueller added to his land holdings, relatives and 
friends settled on his land along the road through the 
Valley. During the Seven Years War, Mueller may have built 
a fortification attracting even more settlers.39 Gradually 
a village developed known as Muellerstadt or Millerstown.
By 1761, Mueller had laid out the village into a town, using 
the log church as the town center. That year, in a bill 
sponsored by George Washington, the Assembly incorporated 
the town giving it the name Woodstock (See map 16).60
Mueller's vision for Woodstock was impressive. The 
town he created contained 1200 acres. Ninety-six acres were 
divided to create 192 half-acre town lots. The rest of the 
land was divided into five-acre outlots. The main portion 
of the town was laid out in a grid pattern made up of three
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MAP 16
Plat of Woodstock Virginia
Painter, Fred. "Plat of Woodstock Virginia." "Deed Book," 
281:171. Shenandoah County Courthouse, Woodstock, 
Virginia.
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avenues and five cross-streets. It was located on a flat 
section along a slope, turning the town off of traditional 
compass points. King Street (Main), the central avenue, 
followed the Great Wagon Road. The other avenues. Queen 
Street (Muhlenburg) and Duke William Street (Church), also 
honored the Royal Family. Lord Fairfax and William Pitt
were recognized by cross-street names. The other streets
were named after Mueller's sons. The four blocks near the 
main intersection of town consisted of twelve lots facing 
the avenues, two lots deep. The next blocks, north-east and 
south-west of the main intersection contained only eight 
lots each. The focus of the town was the log church which 
stood in the center of the main intersection.61
Although the act which created Woodstock named nine men 
as trustees, they were only given the authority to establish 
building regulations and settle land disputes.62 Mueller 
remained the sole landowner as a virtual proprietor. But on 
April 26, 1762, Mueller and his wife Barbara sold forty-four 
inlots and their accompanying outlots. Those lots which
were empty were sold for 20 shillings. The lots which had
structures on them already were valued individually.63 The 
success of the initial land sale was a precursor of 
Woodstock's development. The town quickly became a 
successful craft and trading center. Mueller himself, in 
partnership with Adam Yeager operated a store.64 Several 
ordinaries were opened to serve settlers traveling the wagon
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road deeper into the Valley. Early on, John Mosley opened a 
rope walk, taking advantage of the regional hemp crop. Kis 
shop was soon joined by others as craftsmen including 
smiths, saddlers, and joiners made Woodstock their home.66
Woodstock became the county town of Dunmore in 1772. 
Mueller had died six years previously, but the 
proprietorship had passed to his son-in-law Abraham 
Brubaker. Brubaker and his wife deeded four lots to the 
county to serve as sites for a courthouse, jail, new church, 
and cemetery.66 The church was constructed under the 
direction of the town's first resident minister, John Peter 
Muhlenburg (lots 113 and 144). The courthouse was completed 
in 1773 (lots 81 and 82).67 Home to the county buildings, 
Woodstock was assured future success. Indeed Brubaker laid 
out and sold additional town lots in 1773.66 Two years 
later when Philip Fithian traveled through Woodstock he 
wrote "Here are several Taverns and stores; & perhaps fifty 
Families."69 Mueller *s town did not need the court to 
succeed, but it profited from its location none-the-less.
The county town of Berkeley County, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), is another example of a town chosen as a home for 
the court. It began as a village on a 400 acre tract of 
land in the Northern Neck granted to Adam Stephen in 
1753.70 During the Seven Years War, settlers in the lower 
Shenandoah Valley traveled to the area attracted by the 
relative security of Stephen’s private fort.71 By 1752,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
172
members of the settlement began to congregate, creating a 
village near Stephen’s saw and grist mills. Some houses and 
taverns were constructed as the village benefited from the 
migratory trade of people moving south as well as people 
traveling west to the mineral springs. The village became 
known as Martinstown or Martinsville in honor of Stephen's 
friend Thomas Bryan Martin, a Frederick County justice and 
relative of Lord Fairfax.72 In the 1770's the growth of 
settlement in the backcountry created the need to divide 
Frederick County. Stephen, the largest landholder in the 
northern part of the county, led a movement to petition the 
legislature. He was successful, for in 1772, the Assembly 
created Berkeley County.73
The new county court met at the hone of Edward Beeson, 
until Stephen, Berkeley's sheriff, successfully lobbied to 
have the court moved to his property at Morgan Spring near 
Tuscarora Creek. In November 1772, the court provided the 
funds necessary for the construction of a prison and 
courthouse. Plans for the jail were specific. It was to be
a thirty by thirty-six foot stone structure with plank
walls; each floor containing three rooms. The courthouse 
design would be hashed out later. In an effort to keep the
court on his property, Stephen agreed to donate an acre of
land as well as the planking and stone needed for the 
courthouse.74 But there were delays and to speed the 
process Stephen withdrew his offer to provide the lumber.
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He also placed the condition that construction must begin 
immediately if he were to provide the land and stone. 
Nevertheless, the delays continued while the justices 
debated the shape the courthouse would take. Finally in 
August 1773, they hired William Brown as an undertaker to 
build a courthouse with "the walls to be Built in a circular 
form instead of a square...."75 Construction was extremely 
slow and the building was not completed until 1779.76
While the delay in accepting Stephen’s offer was caused 
in part by finalizing the courthouse design, there was also 
another reason. Stephen had a rival; a man named Jacob 
Hite. Another village which became known as Hitetown 
(modern Leetown) had developed around Hite's grist mill (See 
map 17),77 When Berkeley was formed, Hite moved to have 
the court located there. Stephen's offer and later 
ultimatum may have been an attempt to pressure the court 
into choosing his village over Hitetown. Suspecting fraud 
in the ultimate choice. Justice Hite and other members of 
the court petitioned the Council to reconsider the decision 
but Stephen’s village remained Berkeley’s county town.7”
In the meantime, a feud developed between the two men 
after Stephen, in his capacity as sheriff, confiscated 
fifteen of Hite's slaves and twenty-one of his horses to be 
auctioned off in settlement of a judgement against Hite.
The incident grew as Hite, supported by Justice Horatio 
Gates, broke into the jail and reclaimed his property. The
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MAP 17 
Hitetown (Leetown)
"Map of Jefferson County Va. Photographed for the Bureau of 
Topographical Engineers Oct. 1362." Cartographic and 
Architectural Branch, The National Archives, 
Alexandria, Virginia, 1362. (Detail)
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fame of the feud spread across the colony as Hite presented 
his case to the public in The Virginia Gazette', a charge 
that Stephen, because of his position in the community, felt 
obligated to answer.79 Finally Hite, disgusted with the 
entire affair, sold his property to General Charles Lee and 
relocated his family to South Carolina. His town, a simple 
line of lots situated at a T-shaped intersection, never 
developed.8 0
Stephen's village was more successful. After the court 
was established, Stephen laid out streets for the town which 
ultimately would be named Martinsburg (See map 18). Stephen 
was ambitious, marking off 269 half-acre lots. The central 
feature of the town was a public square created at the 
intersection of the two main avenues. King and Queen 
Streets. The remaining portion of the town was cut into 
blocks of six lots each by streets and alleys in a regular 
grid pattern. The streets were sixty-six feet wide, while 
the alleys were thirty-three feet. The public square housed 
the courthouse and a market. Although the town was seated 
near Tuscarora Creek, the main water supply was Morgan's 
Spring, renamed Liberty Spring during the American 
Revolution (lot H). Eight small lots laid out along the 
creek, may have been intended for industrial use (lots 
96-103).»1
Stephen's ambitious plans for Martinsburg were not 
ill-founded. When the streets were actually laid out, the
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town already contained over twenty houses, a saw mill, a 
grist mill, two or three ordinaries, two stores, a 
blacksmith shop, and a shoemaker shop. Throughout the 
1770's the growth continued. The banks of Tuscarora Creek 
developed into an industrial sector with the addition of new 
mills and workyards. Within a few years Martinsburg 
developed into a regional service center, though its trade 
was hampered somewhat by its proximity to Winchester.82
Several institutions were also established in the young 
town. An academy opened during the early years of the 
American Revolution. Not surprisingly, Martinsburg had a 
large German population which was even acknowledged in a 
street name (German Street). By 1775, a German Reformed 
Church was established in the community (lot 194), quickly 
followed by a Lutheran Congregation (lot 4). But 
Martinsburg's ethnic diversity was reflected in the other 
congregations which established churches before 1779: 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Roman Catholic (lots 
108, 196, 56, and 137).83
In 1772, Martinsburg was in a position to continue 
developing into a successful town. However, had Hitetown 
been made the county seat of Berkeley, it could easily have 
drawn away Martinsburg's commerce and population. Philip 
Fithian wrote of Martinsburg in 1775, "There are now perhaps 
thirty Houses, they have already built a Prison of stone & 
strong - And are now making a Courthouse of no
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inconsiderable size & Eligance...."84 Martinsburg existed 
without the court, but once it became the county town, the 
court assured future growth - a growth so dramatic that in 
1778 the Virginia Assembly recognized by making it a 
corporation.8 3
One final county town was established in the 
backcountry during the colonial period. It too achieved 
corporate status but ultimately failed because its court was 
moved to another location. When Rowan County, North 
Carolina was divided in 1770, it was widely assumed that the 
county seat for the new county would be placed at Mulberry 
Fields, a cleared area where there was a relatively large 
population.86 But other parties vied for the court. The 
Moravians, concerned about their status in the colony, 
considered bidding for the county town. However, other 
settlers in the area were suspicious of their motives and 
the Brethren decided not to act.87 Instead, the race for 
the county seat fell to two other factions. In March 1771, 
Gidieon Wright, a leading citizen of the region who had 
gained prominence through his actions during the Regulator 
Movement, approached the Moravians, asking to borrow twenty 
pounds to pay his way to New Bern to obtain a charter for 
the court. Meanwhile John and Martin Armstrong, brothers 
who were both officers in the local militia, were also 
actively lobbying for the county seat. While Martin worked 
to secure a charter for a market, his brother raced Wright
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to New Bern for the courthouse prize. The Moravians noted, 
"It is evident that certain people are very active in 
looking out for their own interests in the impending County 
changes."8 8
Ultimately Wright was successful, rewarded for his 
support of Governor Tryon during the Regulation, during 
which the Armstrongs had been very quiet.89 But at the 
first sitting of the Surry County Court, much of the 
business dealt with the site of the courthouse. Wright's 
home on the Yadkin River was considered too far east of the 
center of the county and very inconvenient. Additionally, 
much of the county population was angry over Wright's role 
during the Regulation. As a result, three of the five 
county commissioners threw their support to the 
Arms trongs.9 0
In the meantime, the Armstrongs became embroiled in a 
bit of chicanery and fraud to obtain a site for a town.
They chose the site of a store owned by John Snead. The 
land on which the store stood had been granted by Lord 
Granville to Andrew Bailey of Georgia in 1762.91 In 1770, 
Bailey, interested in selling the property, granted a power 
of attorney to Quinton Pooler. Pooler in turn, granted 
power of attorney to Moravian Traugott Bagge.92 Meanwhile, 
Martin Armstrong, the Surry County sheriff, took possession 
of the 700 acre tract to satisfy a debt. He sold it to his 
brother at an unannounced "Publick Sale."93 Pooler arrived
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from Georgia and was able to take possession of the land 
again and offered to sell it to Bagge. The Moravians were 
quick to see the advantage of getting the court site but the 
Armstrongs made a private arrangement with Pooler and bought 
the land legitimately. In August 1772, the site was 
officially chosen for the county seat and building began 
immediately.94 Ironically it stood three miles east of 
Wright's courthouse. The Armstrongs' appropriately named 
their town Richmond after the county town of Surry, England 
(See map 19).
Richmond has the distinction of being one of only four 
towns founded during the colonial period with baroque design 
elements. It also the only baroque town which was not 
founded as a colonial capital.95 Designed by Martin 
Armstrong, the plan centered on a traditional right-angled 
intersection cutting the town into quadrents. The two 
principal streets, Broad and Liberty, were ninety-nine feet 
wide. In the northwest square of the town, Armstrong used 
existing roadways to make diagonal avenues, creating a 
triangular green known as the "Court-House Diamond."96 A 
second green, also bordered by diagonal avenues, was laid 
out in the northeast square. It was the location of the 
town spring. Half-acre lots were laid out in a line along 
Broad Street in the southern squares.
The Surry County courthouse at Richmond was used for 
the first time in 1774. From that year until its demise.
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MAP 19
Plan of the Town of Richmond - 1774
"PLAN OF TOWN OF RICHMOND 1774." In Adelaide L. Fries, 
Kenneth G. Hamilton, Douglas L. Rights, and Minnie J. Smth, 
eds. The Records of the Moravians in North Carolina. 11 
vols. Raleigh: The North Carolina Historical Commission,
1922-1969, 11:634.
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the life of Richmond centered around the court- The town 
had one store but much of its trade depended on the shipment 
of products produced in the Moravian towns.97 By 1779 
there were at least three taverns in town licenced to Robert 
Walker, Godfrey Miller, and Samuel Cummings. One more was 
opened in 1781. Richmond was incorporated into a town in 
1779 but its poor prospects were reflected in the 
stipulation that sixteen by twenty foot houses be built of 
frame, brick, or stone within five years of a lot's 
purchase, instead of the usual two or three year period.98 
At its peak, Richmond had only some twenty structures, 
including the courthouse and jail.99 The town was the site 
of much troop activity during the Revolution which may have 
hampered its growth. But the real problem was that Richmond 
operated almost solely on a service economy. When Surry 
County was divided in 1789, that economy collapsed. As a 
result, no lot sales were recorded after 1790. The court 
was moved and Richmond was virtually deserted.100 Perhaps 
a just end to a town born out of deceit, the remains- of 
Richmond were destroyed by a tornado in the early part of 
the nineteenth century.101
Of the twenty-eight towns which were established or 
attempted in the Great Valley, Virginia's Piedmont 
Southside, and Piedmont North Carolina during the colonial
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period, fourteen of them (excluding Stephensburg) were at 
one time county towns. That half of the backcountry 
communities in these two colonies were county seats reveals 
the importance of the court to a developing community.
Seven of these towns were established as court centers and 
continued in that capacity. Three county seats began life 
as trading or migratory communities but became home to the 
court before the close of the colonial period. Four other 
towns were founded as county towns but lost the court 
because of county divisions. Towns were established during 
the colonial period which never served as a county seat at 
all, yet developed into thriving urban centers. In theory, 
a town which had developed a diverse economy could have 
continued to exist without the business and added prestige 
of the county court. However, of the four towns which lost 
the seat of justice, only one survived.
Charlotte and Campbellton illustrate that a court could 
provide stability for a young town. It could also help 
revive a faltering community. Dalstonburg, for example, had 
to operate without the benefit of a large support population 
in its area. Southside Virginia, because of the limitations 
placed on it by geography, was late in attracting large 
numbers of settlers. During the Seven Years War,
Dalstonburg served in the capacity of a military service 
center. But once peace was declared, the needs of a wartime 
economy retracted and the area reverted to its prewar
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status. The key to the revival of the community was to be 
made the seat of Charlotte County. Until such a time that 
demographic or economic factors shifted more favorably for 
Dalstonburg, it depended on the county court to sustain it.
If the life support a court provided for backcountry 
towns was removed, places like Peytonsburg, Chatham, New 
London, and Richmond had no further reason to exist. The 
key to the success of the permanent county seats was the 
fact that they were not just county towns. Without the 
court, Richmond, with its almost strictly service economy, 
simply could not survive. Contrarily, the Seven Years War 
and the Revolution brought industry and life to Peytonsburg 
and New London. As in the case of Dalstonburg, the new life 
was based on a temporary and unusual set of circumstances. 
Large scale economic demands did not as yet exist in the 
long term. Peytonsburg and Chatham did develop a local 
trade but it was simply not at a high enough volume to 
sustain an entire town. When the court left these 
communities, the towns collapsed. Only their stores 
survived. New London, on the other hand, was better able to 
tie into its regional economy and had the added benefit of 
being home to an academy. Although it lost most of its 
trade once the Bedford County Court moved, New London did 
continue to exist as a small rural community.
Colonial planners were obsessed with locating their 
court towns in the geographic center of the counties. The
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goal of equal accessibility to all county residents was 
understandable but the actions created unnecessary problems. 
As has already been shown, the creation of new counties 
often sounded the death knoll for young communities. 
Similarly, settlements with existing population centers were 
sometimes overlooked as town sites in the search of 
geographic equality. Towns on major routes through the 
backcountry were sometimes rewarded because of their 
location. Martinsburg and Woodstock, for example, stood on 
the Great Wagon Road, making them very attractive as 
prospective court centers. Similarly, although it was 
founded as a county town, New London’s location along the 
east-west trading path through the Southside helped it 
survive once the court was relocated.
Roads and trails were not the only features which 
attracted the founders of backcountry county towns. Often a 
community would be started at the location of some existing 
structure. New London, Fincastle, Martinsburg, and the 
unsuccessful bidder for the Berkeley County Court, Hitetown, 
were all established beside mills. Except for New London, 
the other towns were already developing villages when they 
were laid out. A powder magazine provided the same draw for 
Dalstonburg. Woodstock was established by a church. The 
site for Richmond was chosen because of a Scottish store.
And appropriately, a county courthouse served as a catalyst 
in the creation of at least one town, Peytonsburg.
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The potential profits of a successful town may have 
been the primary motivation for men such as Clement Read, 
William Calloway, the Armstrong brothers, and especially 
James Roberts. Similarly, Jacob Mueller and Adam Stephen 
sought to profit from the increasing number of people 
already settling on their land by laying out towns around 
existing settlements. Like their counterparts in more 
successful county towns, the individuals responsible for the 
establishment of the impermanent court towns went to great 
lengths to attract the court to their land. William 
Calloway gave Bedford County officials almost the entire 
townlands of New London acres. Although he did not actually 
build the Berkeley County courthouse, Adam Stephen did give 
the county one acre of land and offered the planking and 
stone needed for construction. Clement Read used his 
influence in the legislature essentially to create, at least 
on paper, a town where none stood - a town, coincidently 
named in honor of the Governor's wife. Finally, James 
Roberts received much support and tolerance from his fellow 
justices in his efforts to build Peytonsburg and Chatham.
Once they were laid out, the plans of the impermanent 
court towns reflect a diverse range of road schemes. Two 
towns were organic in design. Hitetown was simply a linear 
arrangement of lots, while Dalstonburg grew up by a T-shaped 
intersection. However, Dalstonburg may originally have had 
a more organized design which was lost when it failed to
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develop- Still a majority of the county towns incorporated 
grids, although subtleties found in street patterns, lot 
distribution, and the placement of structures made each 
community unique. Woodstock, for example, had an 
alternating system of blocks with eight and twelve lots. 
Similarly, at first glance New London also fits into the 
general grid pattern. However differences are observable in 
that the blocks contained only five lots, one row deep. As 
well, the lots in New London were not arranged merely in a 
linear fashion but were oriented instead to face the main 
streets whenever possible.
At least three of these county towns incorporated 
squares in their designs. Martinsburg used a Renaissance 
square which served as the location of the courthouse and 
market. Similarly, Richmond, with its unusual Baroque 
design, used triangular greens for important features in the 
town - the courthouse and the town spring. Finally, 
Woodstock, although it did not have an actual square, did 
have a false square reminiscent of those used in Salisbury 
and Charlotte. Instead of the courthouse standing in the 
center of the town's primary intersection, the central 
feature of Woodstock was its church.
The number of institutions other than the court in the 
impermanent county towns reflects their degree of 
development. On a general level, most of the communities 
had taverns or stores. Indeed, the stores proved to be the
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only lasting features of Peytonsburg and Chatham. However, 
the more successful communities supported religious and 
educational institutions. Woodstock, New London, and 
Martinsburg all had at least one church established before 
the end of the colonial period. Similarly, New London and 
Martinsburg was home to a school or academy. New London’s 
church and academy were measures of the town's stability. 
They were two of the factors which helped New London survive 
the removal of the Bedford County court.
Becoming the home of the county court was generally a 
fortunate turn of events for a a backcountry town. Seven 
communities which were founded as the county town retained 
their courts and were successful communities. Three other 
towns became the county seat after they had existed several 
years, either in recognition of the level of their 
development or through the skillful maneuverings of the 
town’s proprietor. But relying on the county court to 
maintain a town was risky. Four communities which were 
founded as county towns lost their courts and then declined. 
Only one survived. The financial opportunities were just as 
potentially rewarding for the entrepreneurs who invested in 
these county towns as in others. However, their investments 
were not guaranteed, and their towns were not always 
successful.
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C h a p t e r  I V  
T h e  M i g r a n t  T o w n s
A n  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  1 7 5 5  e d i t i o n  o f  
J o s h u a  F r y  a n d  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n ’s m a p  o f  V i r g i n i a  w a s  t h e  
d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  " T h e  G r e a t  R o a d  f r o m  t h e  Y a d k i n  R i v e r  t h r o *  
V i r g i n i a  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d i s t a n t  4 3 5  m i l e s . " 1 T h i s  r o a d ,  
w h i c h  d e v e l o p e d  o u t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  I n d i a n  t r a i l s ,  a n i m a l  
p a t h s ,  a n d  t r a d i n g  r o u t e s ,  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e d  a s  a  m a j o r  
c o r r i d o r  f o r  t h e  f l o o d  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  b a c k c o u n t r y  f r o m  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  
b u t  a l s o  q u i c k l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a r t e r y  f o r  
t r a d e  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .2 G r a d u a l l y  a  l i n e  o f  t o w n s  g r e w  
a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  r o a d  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .
P e n n s y l v a n i a  w a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  s e t t l e r s  
c o m i n g  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o l o n i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  P e n n  f a m i l y ' s  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  
p u b l i c i t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  l i b e r a l  p o l i c i e s .  I n  c r e a t i n g  h i s  
c o l o n y ,  W i l l i a m  P e n n  e n v i s i o n e d  a  m e t r o p o l i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s .  W h e n  P e n n ' s  c i t y  w a s  l a i d  o u t ,  i t
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c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  s y s t e m  o f  s t r e e t s  s e t  i n  a  g r i d i r o n  p a t t e r n ,  
s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  D e l a w a r e  R i v e r  t o  t h e  
S k u y l k i l l  R i v e r  t w o  m i l e s  a w a y .  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d i d  i n d e e d  
d e v e l o p  i n t o  a  m e t r o p o l i s .  B y  1 7 5 0  i t  w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t y  
i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o l o n i e s  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  
s e v e n t e e n  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e .  F u r t h e r m o r e , i t  b e c a m e  a  l e a d i n g  
c u l t u r a l  a n d  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s .  T h e  t r e m e n d o u s  
g r o w t h  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
s c a l e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  i t s  h i n t e r l a n d  a n d  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a  v a s t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k . 3
P e n n  s e t  o u t  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  l a y  o u t s i d e  
t h e  c o l o n y ' s  c a p i t a l  i n  1 6 8 5 .  T h e  l a n d  w a s  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  s q u a r e  t o w n s h i p s  c o n t a i n i n g  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  e a c h .  
T e n  f a m i l i e s  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  l a i d  
o u t  i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  p a r c e l s .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  a  
v i l l a g e  w o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  P e n n  w a n t e d  h i s  s e t t l e r s  t o  
l i v e  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d  s u p p o r t . 4 O n e  s o r t  o f  v i l l a g e  w a s  c r e a t e d  
b y  f a m i l i e s  l o c a t i n g  t h e i r  h o m e s  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e i r  l a n d  
n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  I n  a  s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  
v i l l a g e ,  P e n n  p l a n n e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a c t u a l  v i l l a g e  p r o p e r  
b y  a s s i g n i n g  e a c h  f a m i l y  t w o  t r a c t s :  a  f i f t y  a c r e  p a r c e l  i n
t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o u r  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  a c r e s  i n  
p l o t s  r a d i a t i n g  o u t  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e .  B o t h  p l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  
w e l l - s p a c e d  h o m e s ,  p o s s i b l y  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  
p l a g u e  i n  L o n d o n  i n  1 6 6 5  a n d  t h e  G r e a t  F i r e  t h e  n e x t  y e a r . ®
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T h e  i d e a l  p l a n  f o r  t h e  t o w n s h i p s  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  
m a t e r i a l i z e .  T h e  a c t u a l  s i z e  o f  l a n d  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
f a m i l i e s  d i f f e r e d  g r e a t l y .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  G e r m a n  T o w n s h i p ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  P e n n  g r a n t e d  o n l y  2 7 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  t o  b e  
d i v i d e d  a m o n g  t h i r t e e n  f a m i l i e s .  I n s t e a d  o f  f o l l o w i n g  
P e n n ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  a  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  c h i e f  
m a g i s t r a t e  f o r  G e r m a n  T o w n s h i p  s e t  o u t  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  i n  a 
l i n e  a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r a c t .  T h e  
s o u t h e r n m o s t  v i l l a g e  q u i c k l y  g r e w  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  o t h e r s  a n d  
b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  G e r m a n t o w n .  I t s  l a y o u t  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  
P e n n ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  e i t h e r .  R a t h e r  i t s  d e s i g n  w a s  b a s e d  o n  a  
m e d i e v a l  s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  c r e a t e d  b y  a  s i n g l e  r o w  o f  h o u s e s  
a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  w i t h  g a r d e n s  a n d  f i e l d s  s t r e t c h i n g  o u t  b e h i n d  
t h e m .  T h e  t o w n  h a d  n o  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  d e s p i t e  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  o n e  c r o s s  s t r e e t  t o  m e e t  t h a t  n e e d . 6
A s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  m o v e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  
a n d  w e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  t o w n s h i p  s y s t e m  
w a s  e x t e n d e d  w i t h  s o m e  v a r i a t i o n .  W i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  n e w  
c o u n t i e s ,  c o u r t  t o w n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  P e n n  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r s ,  a s  t h e  c o l o n y  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  w e r e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  
c h o o s i n g  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  t o w n s ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  p r o x i m i t y  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a n d  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  
t o  o t h e r  t o w n s . 7 E v e n t u a l l y  t h e s e  c o u n t y  s e a t s  b e g a n  t o  
o p e r a t e  a l m o s t  a s  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  w i t h  a  s e r i e s  o f  
v i l l a g e s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e m .  T h e y ,  i n  t u r n ,  s u p p l i e d  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  w i t h  p r o d u c t s . 8 I n  t h e i r  l a y o u t ,  t h e  c o u n t y
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s e a t s  a n d  t h e  v i l l a g e s  w h i c h  g r e w  i n t o  t o w n s  t e n d e d  t o  
f o l l o w  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  b y  t h e  c a p i t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i n e a r  
t o w n s  l i k e  G e r m a n t o w n .  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  r e g u l a r  g r i d  s y s t e m  
o f  s t r e e t s  a n d  i t s  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  s q u a r e s  w a s  i m i t a t e d  i n  
s e v e r a l  n e w  t o w n s .  I n d e e d  L a n c a s t e r ,  Y o r k ,  R e a d i n g ,  a n d  
P i t t s b u r g h  e v e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  s q u a r e  u s e d  i n  
t h e  c a p i t a l  i n t o  t h e i r  p l a n s .  T h e  n e w  t o w n s  g r e w  q u i c k l y  
w i t h  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  s e t t l e r s ,  d e v e l o p i n g  i n t o  c o m m e r c i a l ,  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r s . 9
W h e n  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  f l o w  i n t o  V i r g i n i a  b e g a n ,  t h e  
p a t t e r n  o f  t o w n  d e v e l o p m n e t  c o n t i n u e d .  E a r l y  c o u r t  t o w n s  
l i k e  W i n c h e s t e r  a n d  S t a u n t o n ,  a l t h o u g h  f o u n d e d  b y  E n g l i s h  
s e t t l e r s ,  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  h o m e  t o  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  G e r m a n s ,  
U l s t e r  S c o t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  n o n - E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  m o v i n g  i n t o  t h e  
l o w e r  a n d  u p p e r  v a l l e y . 10 T h e  s a m e  p a t t e r n  a p p e a r e d  i n  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  w h e r e  S a l i s b u r y ,  a l t h o u g h  f o u n d e d  t h r o u g h  
g o v e r n m e n t  e f f o r t s ,  w a s  q u i c k l y  p o p u l a t e d  b y  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  
t h e  n o r t h . 11 T h e  m i g r a t o r y  m o v e m e n t  r e m a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r o d ,  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  t o w n s  
d i r e c t l y  b y  s w e l l i n g  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e i r  
p h y s i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r . 12 T h e  c o u r t  t o w n s  a l s o  
p r o f i t t e d  f r o m  t h e  m o v e m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r o l e  a s  s e r v i c e  
c e n t e r s . 13 T h e  s a m e  i n f l u x  o f  p e o p l e  w h i c h  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  t o w n s  a l s o  a i d e d  i n  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h  o f  o t h e r  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s .
A f t e r  M a r t i n s b u r g ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  t o w n  i n  t h e
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S h e n a n d o a h  V a l l e y  w a s  M e c k l e n b u r g  ( m o d e r n  S h e p h e r d s t o w n .
W e s t  V i r g i n i a ) . L o r d  F a i r f a x  g r a n t e d  a  4 5 7  a c r e  t r a c t  a l o n g  
t h e  P o t o m c  R i v e r  t o  T h o m a s  S h e p h e r d  i n  1 7 5 1 . 13 B y  1 7 5 4 ,  
S h e p h e r d  h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s t o n e  h o m e  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  
f o r t i f i e d  i n  c a s e  o f  I n d i a n  o r  F r e n c h  a t t a c k  f r o m  t h e  w e s t .  
T h e  h o u s e  s t o o d  o n  a  r i d g e  a b o v e  t h e  r i v e r  a t  a  c r o s s i n g  
k n o w n  a s  " P a c k  H o r s e  F o r d . " 16 W h e n  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r  
b r o k e  o u t ,  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  f l o c k e d  t o  S h e p h e r d ' s  f o r t  
f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  F a c e d  w i t h  a  s u d d e n  o v e r f l o w  o f  p e o p l e .  
S h e p h e r d  l a i d  o u t  t w e n t y ,  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s  a r o u n d  h i s  h o m e  a n d  
p r o m i s e d  t o  a l l o w  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  h o l d  t h e i r  l a n d  r e n t  f r e e  
f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o s t i l i t i e s . 17 T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  
t r e m e n d o u s  a n d  b y  1 7 6 2  S h e p h e r d  h a d  l a i d  o f f  a  t o t a l  o f  
f i f t y  a c r e s  i n t o  l o t s .  T h a t  y e a r ,  u p o n  p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  g r a n t e d  t h e  t o w n  c o r p o r a t e  s t a t u s .  
I n  h o n o r  o f  Q u e e n  C h a r l o t t e ,  t h e  t o w n  w a s  n a m e d  M e c k l e n b u r g  
( S e e  m a p  2 0 ) .1S
S h e p h e r d  l a i d  o u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  t o w n  i n  
b l o c k s  o f  f o u r  l o t s  e a c h  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  p a s s i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  
h i s  h o m e  ( l o t  1 ) .  H e  l a t e r  e x t e n d e d  b o t h  l i n e s  o f  l o t s  t w o  
b l o c k s  w e s t  ( l o t s  2 1 - 3 6 ) .  G r a d u a l l y ,  w i t h  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  
t h e  p l a n  o f  M e c k l e n b u r g  e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r i d  
p a t t e r n .  T h e  t o w n  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t w o  m a i n  a v e n u e s ,  G e r m a n  a n d  
H i g h  S t r e e t ,  w h i c h  r a n  r o u g h l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  
P o t o m a c  a s  i t  b e n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  N i n e t y - f i v e  h a l f - a c r e  
l o t s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  a v e n u e s  w i t h
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c r o s s  s t r e e t s  ( M i l l ,  P r i n c e s s ,  K i n g ,  C h u r c h ,  a n d  D u k e )  
c u t t i n g  t h e  t o w n  i n t o  s q u a r e  b l o c k s  o f  e i g h t  l o t s  e a c h .
M o s t  o f  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  M e c k l e n b u r g  
w e r e  s i x t y - f i v e  f e e t  w i d e .  T w o  l o t s  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  G e r m a n  
a n d  K i n g  S t r e e t  ( l o t s  3 5  a n d  36) w e r e  r e s e r v e d  a s  p u b l i c  
g r o u n d s  a n d  p o s s i b l y  c o u n t y  b u i l d i n g s ,  a l t h o u g h  w h e n  
B e r k e l e y  C o u n t y  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  1 7 7 2 ,  t h e  c o u r t  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  M a r t i n s b u r g . 19 T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
a n d  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  
t o w n  c h a n g i n g  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a l l e y s  
a s  w e l l  a s  d i f f e r i n g  l o t  a n d  r o a d  w i d t h s  ( S e e  m a p  2 1 ) .20
I n  1 7 6 4 ,  S h e p h e r d  s o l d  s e v e r a l  l o t s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  
h a d  l i v e d  o n  h i s  l a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r .  M o r e  
l o t s  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r . 21 M e c k l e n b u r g  
g r e w  s t e a d i l y  a n d  S h e p h e r d  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s o l e  p r o p r i e t o r .  H e  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  l o t s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a n d  t w o  m o r e  l a r g e  
l a n d  s a l e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  1 7 6 7  a n d  1 7 7 4 . 22 D u r i n g  i t s  e a r l y  
y e a r s ,  M e c k l e n b u r g  w a s  s e t t l e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  b y  E n g l i s h m e n ,  
b u t  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  t o w n  t o o k  o n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  G e r m a n  
c h a r a c t e r . 23 A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  d i d  n o t  s t a n d  d i r e c t l y  
a l o n g  t h e  G r e a t  W a g o n  R o a d ,  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  
d r a w n  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f o r d  a c r o s s  t h e  
P o t o m a c .  S h e p h e r d  m o v e d  t o  p r o f i t  f r o m  t h e  t r a f f i c  i n  1 7 6 5  
b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  f e r r y ,  b u t  i t  w a s  d i s c o n t i n u e d  a  f e w  
m o n t h s  l a t e r  b e c a u s e  T h o m a s  S w e a r i n g e n  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
l i c e n c e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a  f e r r y  a  f e w  m i l e s  u p s t r e a m . 29
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M A P  21 
S h e p h e r d s  t o w n
D o n n ,  J . W .  " P o t o m a c  R i v e r  ( U p p e r  P a r t )  M D .  &  V A .  F r o m  
B o l i v a r  H e i g h t s  t o  S h e p h e r d s t o w n  S u r v e y e d  f o r  M a j  
G e n l .  W . S .  H a n c o c k  U . S . A .  C o m d g .  M i d d l e  M i l i t a r y  D e p t .  
B y  J . W .  D o n n ,  S u b  A s s i s t .  A s s i g n e d  b y  A . D .  B a c h e ,  
S u p d t .  U . S .  C o a s t  S u r v e y . "  C a r t o g r a p h i c  a n d  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  B r a n c h ,  T h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 6 5 / 6 .  ( D e t a i l )
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
209 
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 
210
S h e p h e r d ’s o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e s  w e r e  m o r e  
s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  t h e  1 7 6 0 ' s ,  h e  b u i l t  a  s t o n e  g r i s t  m i l l  (M a p  
2 0 ,  l o t  63) a n d  a  s a w  m i l l  f u r t h e r  d o w n  t h e  s l o p e  o f  t h e  
h i l l .  I n  1 7 7 2 ,  h e  b u i l t  a  t h i r d  m i l l  e v e n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  
r i v e r  ( t h e  t h r e e  m i l l s  a r e  v i s i b l e  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e  
r i v e r  i n  m a p  21) ,23 T h e s e  t h r e e  m i l l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  d i d  
m u c h  t o  m a k e  M e c k l e n b u r g  i n t o  a  r e g i o n a l  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r .  I n  
1 7 6 6 ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  g a v e  t h e  t o w n  a  b o o s t  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t w o  
a n n u a l  f a i r s . 26 H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
t o w n ' s  s u c c e s s  w a s  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  " G e r m a n  m e c h a n i c s "  
w h o  o p e n e d  s h o p s ,  m o s t l y  a l o n g  G e r m a n  S t r e e t . 27 B y  t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  M e c k l e n b u r g  w a s  s u p p o r t i n g  a  
c o p p e r s m i t h ,  c l o c k m a k e r ,  g u n s m i t h ,  p o t t e r ,  b r e w e r ,  b u t c h e r ,  
t a n n e r ,  w h i t e s m i t h s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  a n d  c a r p e n t e r s . 28 D u r i n g  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  d o w n  t h e  v a l l e y  l a r g e l y  w a s  
s u s p e n d e d ,  b u t  t h e  t o w n  s t i l l  f l o u r i s h e d  a s  t r a d e s m e n  
s u p p l i e d  t h e  a r m y  w i t h  f o o d ,  c l o t h e s ,  s h o e s ,  h a t s ,  g u n s ,  
s a d d l e s ,  w a g o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s .  W i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  
p e a c e ,  t h e  e c o n o m y  g r e w  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  a s  t h e  t i d e  o f  
i m m i g r a t i o n  r e t u r n e d .  M e c k l e n b u r g  w a s  a p p r o a c h i n g  i t s  
g r e a t e s t  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y . 29
A s  t h e  t o w n  g r e w ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  i t s  e t h n i c a l l y  d i v e r s e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  A  L u t h e r a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 7 6 5 .
A  l o g  c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s h a r e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  s o o n  a f t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e
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w a s  n o  p e r m a n e n t  m i n i s t e r  u n t i l  1 7 7 6 . 30 B y  t h a t  y e a r ,  a n  
" E n g l i s h  C h u r c h "  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  ( M a p  20 ,  l o t  
4 0 ) .31 M e c k l e n b u r g  w a s  a l s o  h o m e  t o  a  s c h o o l  b e g u n  b y  
R o b e r t  C o c k b u r n  i n  1 7 6 2 .  C o c k b u r n  r a n  a n  E n g l i s h  s c h o o l  f o r  
e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a  s e c o n d  
s c h o o l  b y  1 7 6 2  w h i c h  t a u g h t  i n  G e r m a n .  A  t h i r d  s c h o o l ,  
l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l ,  w a s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  1 7 7 3  ( M a p  
20, l o t s  7 2  a n d  8 2 ) .32
I n  1 7 6 0 ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  T h o m a s  S h e p h e r d ' s  t o w n  w a s  
a b o u t  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e .  B y  1 7 7 0  t h a t  n u m b e r  h a d  g r o w n  
t o  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  b y  1 7 7 6  i t  w a s  o v e r  a  t h o u s a n d . 33 
W h e n  S h e p h e r d  d i e d  i n  1 7 7 6 ,  M e c k l e n b u r g  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  t o w n s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  T h e  
k e y  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s  w a s  i t s  l o c a t i o n  a t  a n  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  
G r e a t  V a l l e y .  T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  s e t t l e r s  m o v i n g  s o u t h  b r o u g h t  
a n  e n d l e s s  s o u r c e  o f  t r a d e  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s u p p l y  o f  n e w  
i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  t h e  t o w n .  M e c k l e n b u r g  h a d  b e g u n  l i f e  d u r i n g  
t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r  a s  a  r e f u g e e  c a m p ;  b y  1 7 9 0 ,  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  l a r g e l y  k n o w n  a s  S h e p h e r d s t o w n ,  w a s  m a k i n g  a  b i d  
t o  b e c o m e  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 34
A f t e r  M a r t i n s b u r g  a n d  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  t h e  G r e a t  W a g o n  R o a d  
t r a v e l e d  u p  t h e  S h e n a n d o a h  V a l l e y  t o  W i n c h e s t e r .  B y  t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  F r e d e r i c k ' s  c o u n t y  t o w n  h a d  
d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  i n  t h e  
b a c k c o u n t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  d i d  h a v e  s o m e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  L e w i s  
S t e p h e n s ,  a n  i n v e s t o r  i n  W i n c h e s t e r ,  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y
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w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s .  I n  1 7 5 2 ,  h e  p a t e n t e d  s e v e r a l  
t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  N e c k . 33 W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
o f  I n d i a n  h o s t i l i t i e s  o t h e r  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  m o s t l y  
G e r m a n ,  m o v e d  o n t o  L e w i s '  l a n d ,  a n d  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s e c u r i t y  
o f  h i s  h e x a g o n a l  p r i v a t e  f o r t . 36 F a c e d  w i t h  m o u n t i n g  
n u m b e r s  o f  r e f u g e e s ,  S t e p h e n s  l a i d  o u t  a  t o w n  a n d  a p p l i e d  t o  
t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  I n  1 7 5 8 ,  t h e  
A s s e m b l y  o f f i c i a l l y  c r e a t e d  t h e  t o w n  o f  S t e p h e n s b u r g  (S e e  
m a p  2 2 ) .37
T h e  p l a n  o f  S t e p h e n s b u r g  ( m o d e r n  S t e p h e n s  C i t y )  i s  
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  W o o d s t o c k  i n  i t s  u s e  o f  i n l o t s  a n d  o u t l o t s .  
T h e  t o w n  p r o p e r ,  s t a n d i n g  i n  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  t r a c t ,  
c o n t a i n e d  e i g h t y ,  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s  w h i c h  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
q u a d r a n t s  b y  a  m a i n  a v e n u e  a n d  a  n a r r o w e r  c r o s s  s t r e e t .  I n  
t u r n ,  e a c h  q u a d r a n t  w a s  a g a i n  d i v i d e d  b y  s m a l l e r  s t r e e t s  
c r e a t i n g  l i n e a r  b l o c k s  o f  f i v e  l o t s  e a c h .  S t e p h e n s  
s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  a  t w e n t y  b y  f i f t e e n  f o o t  h o u s e  b e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  e a c h  l o t  w i t h i n  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  o f  i t s  
p u r c h a s e . 38 O n  t w o  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  S t e p h e n  l e f t  c o m m o n  
l a n d  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n .  B e y o n d  t h e  t o w n  
p r o p e r  l a y  o u t l o t s .  T w e n t y  o u t l o t s  c o n t a i n e d  f i v e  a c r e s  
e a c h .  S i x t y  o t h e r s  h e l d  t e n  a c r e s .  I n  a l l ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
A s s e m b l y  a c t u a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n i n e  h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  l a n d .
D e s p i t e  t h e  g r a n d  s c a l e  o f  i t s  d e s i g n ,  S t e p h e n s b u r g  d i d  
n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c t  m a n y  s e t t l e r s .  A t  l e a s t  s e v e n  l o t s  
w e r e  s o l d  i n  1 7 5 9  b u t  S t e p h e n s b u r g  s i m p l y  c o u l d  n o t  c o m p e t e
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M A P  2 2  
S  t  e p h e n s b u r g
" A  P l a n  o f  t h e  O u t  L o t s  a n d  a  S k e t c h  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  
t h e  L o t s  i n  t h e  T o w n  t o  t h e m . "  " S t e p h e n s  C i t y ,  
V i r g i n i a  R e c o r d s . "  T h e  H a n d l e y  L i b r a r y ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  n . d .  U s e d  b y  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  H a n d l e y  
L i b r a r y .
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with its neighbor to the north. One problem was that 
Stephens charged an annual ground rent which was three times 
higher than that in Winchester.39 However, the smallpox 
epidemic which broke out in Winchester in 1759 brought an 
infusion of investors into Stephensburg. When the Frederick 
County court relocated to the town, lot sales skyrocketed. 
During the next two years almost half of the lots in town 
were transferred.40 The boon was short-lived. When the 
court returned to Winchester, lot sales stagnated to an 
average of five or six per year.41
Without the court, the economy of Stephensburg 
stagnated. Winchester held a virtual monopoly on craft 
production and professional services in Frederick County. 
Eventually, Stephensburg came to depend on the migratory 
trade to survive. A majority of people purchasing lots in 
town were German settlers. To profit from the town's 
location along the main migratory path, at least two 
merchants invested in the community and tavern keepers 
established inns.42 In 1775, Philip Fithian described the 
town as "A small Village - Well situated - 4 Taverns kept in 
this Town - One large store by Mr. Holmes."43 Later in the 
century. La Rouchefoucault Liancourt estimated 
Stephensburg's population at about five hundred people, 
mostly German families.44 Stephensburg could not seriously 
compete with its larger rival to the north; however, it was 
able to survive and slowly develop as one of the line of
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towns up the Shenandoah Valley.
The next town along the Great Wagon Road was
established on the north fork of the Shenandoah River near a
mill built by Jacob Funk around 1743. During the 1740's, 
Funk's mill became a regular stopping point along the road
through the valley where travelers could purchase some
supplies and camp for the night-43 In 1749, Peter Stover, 
son of the early settler, Jacob Stover, purchased the mill 
and four hundred thirty-five acres of land.48 Gradually, 
people began to congregate and establish homes around the 
mill settlement. Funk's mill began to develop into a small 
craft center known as Staufferstadt, Stover's Town, and 
Funk's Town.47 With the advent of Indian hostilities, the 
number of inhabitants increased. Stover laid out a town and 
petitioned the Assembly to grant it corporate status. The 
legislature moved slowly, though Frederick County Burgess 
George Washington assured Stover that passage of the bill 
was forthcoming.48 Finally in 1761, the Assembly complied 
and incorporated the town.49 The name of the community, 
suggested by Stover, was Strasburg, presumably after 
Strasbourg in Alsace (See map 23).30
According to Philip Fithian, who passed through the 
town in 1775, Strasburg was "built on a rich fine Spot of 
Land" along a small rise.31 The plan of Strasburg was 
based on three parallel avenues: King, Queen, and Holliday
Streets. The main route through town followed the Wagon
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MAP 23 
Strasburg
Albert, James W. "Environs of Strasburg Virg“ with a 
view to Mily Defences 1862." Cartographic and 
Architectural Branch, The National Archives, 
Alexandria, Virginia, 1862.
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Road as it entered a cross street from the north and then 
turned west along Queen Street.32 The plan is reminiscent 
of Mecklenburg in its use of square blocks. However, 
Strasburg originally had a Renaissance style square created 
at the town's central intersection. Like Hillsborough, the 
square was viewed as a waste of space and the land was sold 
off.
Religious and educational institutions in Strasburg 
were established very early. A Lutheran church was standing 
in the mill community by 1747, before the town was even laid 
out. It was replaced by a larger hewn log structure in 
1769-33 Similarly, as early as 1752 there were efforts to 
open a school. Henry Sangmeister, a monk from the Ephrata 
Cloister in Pennsylvania, arrived in Strasburg intending to 
establish a bindery and open a school, but the local 
inhabitants were suspicious of his motives.34 Eventually, 
the Lutherans hired Simon Harr as a salaried teacher. With 
the financial support of Peter Stover, a school was opened 
on Queen Street.33
Industry and trade in Strasburg developed quickly as 
well. A majority of the town’s inhabitants were farmers but 
the miller, a blacksmith, a cooper, and a carpenter all 
attracted business from the surrounding neighborhood.36 
The Seven Years War not only brought the town new 
inhabitants, it also gave a boost to the town's economy as 
the community developed into a regional collection point to
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supply livestock and produce to the troops. The livestock 
trade in cattle, pigs, and sheep would continue into the 
next century, although La Rouchefoucault Liancourt noted 
that only the smaller farmers tended to trade with Strasburg 
merchants. The wealthier landholders drove their livestock 
directly to Philadelphia.97
A few disaffected members of the Ephrata Cloister 
located in Strasburg in the 1750's and quickly left their 
mark on the town's economy. Samuel Eckerlin was a leading 
force in these efforts. Although a trained physician, one 
of two in Strasburg, he also was involved in establishing a 
trade in skins and pelts. In 1761 Eckerlin spearheaded an 
effort to begin a potting industry. He brought the required 
equipment from Pennsylvania and persuaded another Ephrata 
monk. Brother Sirone, to serve as a master potter and train 
apprentices. Strasburg rapidly became known for its 
earthenware, and as other potteries were established in the 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the 
community was often dubbed "Pot-Town."s8 Encouraged by 
this success, Eckerlin branched out into one more venture.
In 1763, he initiated a systematic search for iron ore and 
helped formulate plans to erect an iron furnace.99
In 1775, Philip Fithian recorded that Strasburg was a 
small village of "thirty families, mostly Dutch."60 
Despite its small size, Strasburg played an important role
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in the institutional and economic life of its surrounding 
community. Even before Stover laid out the town, a number 
of different crafts were represented at the mill settlement. 
Farming remained a leading occupation of Strasburg's 
citizens through the end of the colonial period, but the 
diversity of industry left the town ideally suited as a 
regional supply center as well as a stopping point along the 
Wagon Road.
After Strasburg, the next town along the Wagon Road was 
Woodstock, the last colonial town in the Lower Shenandoah 
Valley. South of Woodstock, the valley was less densely 
populated and land was still readily available.61 As the 
road continued south, the two remaining colonial towns in 
Virginia were Staunton and New London, the seats of Augusta 
and Bedford Counties. When immigrants reached New London 
they could turn east and move into the southside or continue 
into Piedmont North Carolina. Throughout the third quarter 
of the eighteenth century, there was no shortage of traffic 
through Bedford County; James Maury noted three hundred 
people moving through in one week.62
The migrant towns along the Great Wagon Road tended to 
have similar origins. Some were established as county towns 
but nevertheless benefited from the flow of migratory 
settlers which provided them with markets for their goods as 
well as an endless supply of new inhabitants. The remaining 
towns tended to grow around a mill, fort, church, or other
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feature. Once a small community developed, an entrepreneur 
would mark out streets and lots creating a new town which, 
like the county towns, quickly became a service center, not 
only for the immediate vicinity, but also for the settlers 
continuing down the road. However, three migrant towns in 
North Carolina were born out of a different set of 
circumstances.
The Moravian towns were the result of an invitation 
from Lord Granville to members of the Unitas Fratrum or 
Unity of the Brethren, known in Britain as the Moravians. 
Granville, impressed by the success of the Moravian colonies 
in Georgia and Pennsylvania, offered to sell the Brethren 
100,000 acres of land in Piedmont North Carolina.63 Survey 
parties led by Bishop August Gottlieb Spangenburg explored 
the available land and chose a tract along the three forks 
of Muddy Creek. They named the land Wachovia after an 
estate in Austria.64 The land was conveyed in 1753, the 
purchase financed through establishment of a land company 
known as Der Nord Carolina Land Und Colonie Establissement. 
Under the plan, two-thirds of the land would be sold to 
people friendly to the church. On the remaining land, 
thirty-five "villages of the Lord" were to be established as 
agricultural communities. At the center of the tract, the 
Brethren would build a Gemein Ort, or Congregation town, to 
serve as the political, economic, and spiritual center of 
Wachovia.6 3
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In the eighteenth century, members of the Moravian 
Church were divided into groups call choirs. The choirs 
were determined by age, sex, and marital status: little
girls, little boys, Single Sisters, Single Brothers, Married 
Sisters, Married Brothers, Widows, and Widowers. Members of 
the unmarried choirs lived together communally, with 
children joining after about the age of fourteen.66 
Essentially the choirs were part of a social network giving 
the congregation a support system as well as a means of 
restraint.
Church Elders in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania decided that, 
during the early years, Wachovia would be developed best by 
Single Brothers. Later, couples would be sent, to be 
followed by members of the other choirs. Eleven men were 
chosen to be the first settlers in Wachovia. The group 
included a doctor, a shoemaker, a millwright, a carpenter, a 
tailor, a baker, and three farmers. Two ministers were sent 
to lead the colony.67 The Brothers arrived in Wachovia 
November 17, 1753. They stopped at a trapper's cabin on the 
edge of the tract and there began a village which was named 
Bethabara, Hebrew for "House of Passage" (See map 24).
Bethabara was never intended to be a permanent 
community; it may have been planned as one of the "villages 
of the Lord." During the early years the Brethren lived in 
the trapper's cabin while clearing fields for crops and 
livestock, constructing rough log buildings as the need
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Bethabara - 1760
Reuter, Philip Christian Gottlieb. "Bethabara in der 
Wachau, Dobbs Parish, in Roan County der Provins 
Nord America." Archives of the Moravian Church in 
America - Southern Province, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, 1760. Copyright Archives of the Moravian 
Church in America - Southern Province.
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arose. Within two years the Brothers began building larger 
structures including a Single Brothers choir house (Map 24, 
b) and a Gemain Haus or Congregation House which served as 
the church (Map 24, a).68 These multistoried hewn log 
structures were substantial, but were still meant to be 
inhabited only for a few years- A saw and grist mill, built 
about a mile from the village, was a more permanent 
frachwerk or half-timbered structure, which took two years 
to construct.69
The locations of early buildings in Bethabara were 
chosen by circumstance and the village grew haphazardly 
until the arrival of surveyor Philip Christian Gottlieb 
Reuter in 1758. Reuter imposed an ordered plan on the 
structures already standing in the village (Map 24, numbered 
buildings). Using an existing road as a guide, he laid out 
a main street through Bethabara and created a Renaissance 
style square by laying out a cross street between the Gemein 
Haus and the Single Brothers House. His 1760 map of the 
town, which served as a guide for the village's growth, 
suggested locations for future structures.70
Bethabara developed quickly. Married couples and more 
Single Brothers arrived in the community in 1755. By the 
next year Bethabara had sixty-five inhabitants and contained 
at least twelve structures. The settlers of Wachovia 
operated under a communal economic system known as the 
Oeconomy. The system did not abolish private property, but
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 2 7
all of the craft production was controlled by the church.
In exchange for their labor, inhabitants were provided with 
food, clothing, a residence, education, and medical care. 
Boards regulated all facets of the economy ranging from what 
kinds of industries would be established to the prices of 
goods sold to non-Moravians at a Congregation Store- There 
was a constant stream of visitor to Bethabara, up to four 
hundred the first year. These people came to purchase goods 
produced by the weaver, tailor, cooper, tanner, shoemaker, 
potter, and brewer, as well as to seek the services of the 
miller and Dr. Hans Kalberlahn.71 The number of visitors 
prompted the Brethren to build a house for strangers the 
first year and open a tavern in 1757, which rapidly became 
an important source of income.72 These structures were 
separated from the central portion of the village by the 
community garden.
The village which was to serve as the jumping off point 
into the colony functioned as the center of affairs for 
.thirteen years before construction of Wachovia's central 
town began. The delay was caused by the Seven Years War, 
during which the Moravians erected palisades around the 
central part of Bethabara (Map 24, dotted outline), the 
cemetery on the hill above the town, and the mill complex. 
The town and the mill were overun by rufugees who were 
granted permission to erect cabins. The influx of people 
caused problems: overcrowding, food shortages, and diseases
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such as the "bloody flux," and typhus.73 The number of 
refugees varied according to the level of Indian activity in 
the region, but in May of 1759, the Brethren were caring for 
120 people. After some of the non-Moravians expressed 
interest in joining the congregation, the Brethren met and 
decided to lay out a second village to serve as a refugee 
colony. In June, Bishop Spangenburg and his wife, who were 
in Wachovia on an official visit, rode out with several 
Brethren to Black Walnut Bottom three miles west of 
Bethabara. There they chose a site for the new village 
which was named Bethania or "House of the Poor" (See map 
25).7«
Reuter laid out the streets and lots of Bethania June 
30, 1759. He marked off a main road through the village 
roughly north, parallel to a creek. Crossing the road were 
two alleys and a street which terminated at God's Acre, the 
cemetery. Reuter designed a Renaissance style square for 
the church and other public buildings at the main 
intersection. He set out twenty-four town lots, adding land 
to the width of the four lots around the square to make up 
for the loss of frontage. The land system of Bethania was 
unique in the colonial South in that it used a Medieval form 
of land distribution. Each settler would receive a town 
lot, a five-acre lot for an orchard, a section of farmland, 
and an acre of bottom land. As in Bethabara, the lots were 
not owned by the settlers but leased from the church for
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MAP 25 
Bethania - 1761
Reuter, Philip Christian Gottlieb. "Bethania. In der
Wachau; Dobbs Parish; in Roan County; der Provinz 
der Nord Carolina; in Nord-America." Archives of the 
Moravian Church in America - Southern Province, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 1760. Copyright 
Archives of the Moravian Church in America - 
Southern Province.
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their lifetime- Bethania differed from other Moravian 
communities because it was home to people who were not 
members of the church. Moravians were assigned lots south 
of the square. Non-Moravians were given lots above the 
square.7 3
Inhabitants of Bethania were chosen by Lot. 
Eighteenth-century Moravians believed that after a period of 
reflection, discussion, and prayer, an important decision 
could be taken to God. The Lot representing God's answer 
was drawn from a bowl usually containing three pieces of 
paper: one that said "yes," one that said "no," and one
that was blank. If the blank paper was drawn, it meant that 
the question had not been fully discussed or that a better 
question could be asked.76 At a meeting in July 1759, 
seven Moravian couples were chosen by Lot to live in the new 
village (an eighth was added later). Non-Moravian 
applicants were given a contract in which "Certain ideas 
about our credit and commerce were mentioned, and it was 
stated that improvements in their conduct were 
contemplated."77. Prospective candidates were given a 
trial period during which time they easily could be 
expelled.78
The chosen couples moved to Bethania as soon as houses 
were constructed to accommodate them. Building lots were 
assigned to each family by the Lot. In 1760, a Gemein Haus 
was constructed on the southwest corner of the square and
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God's Acre was laid out- A school was opened in 1761 which 
attracted neighboring children who boarded with families in 
town. The minister, who also served as the teacher, taught 
girls as well as boys. By 1762, Bethania's population of 
seventy-three people, rivaled Bethabara*s and the lots in 
the lower section of town were divided to make room for more 
houses. When the lots were redrawn, the land making up the 
square was divided out. Wachovia's administrator, Frederic 
William Marshall, explained "On account of the uneveness it 
was no ornament to the town, but the chief inconvenience was 
that the cattle were accustomed to loiter there, which was 
not edifying and not safe for the children."79
With the new land division, the people of Bethania 
began to replace their log homes with more permanent 
structures. In 1770, they also started constructing a new 
Gemein Haus on the north east corner of the main 
intersection. The two-story structure contained the saal or
meeting room, the school, a guest room, and a residence for 
the minister. The next year, Bethania ended its leasing 
system with Wachovia's central government and purchased the 
2000-acre tract making up the town. A contract was drawn up 
between the church and the community which assigned 
management of land matters to an elected committee. The
town purchased an additional five hundred acres of land 
north of the village for future growth.80
Bethania operated outside of Wachovia's Oeconomy;
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however, the church still maintained a level of supervision. 
Wachovia's central town was always intended to serve as the 
center of industry and craft production. Accordingly, 
several restrictions were placed on Bethania's economy. 
Originally, the town could not house a mill, tavern, 
apothecary, store, or any business that would attract trade 
away from the Gemein Ort. As a result, most of Bethania's 
inhabitants were farmers, though several of them were also 
trained craftsmen. They continued to operate small 
businesses in town and gradually the restrictions were 
raised. However, Bethania's economic emphasis was 
agricultural production, the surplus of which was sold to 
Bethabara.91
Meanwhile life in Bethabara continued to thrive.
Travel to and from Pennsylvania was curtailed somewhat 
during the Seven Years War but continued despite the Indian 
threat. In 1763, with the coming of peace, the flow of new 
arrivals was restored to prewar levels, bringing more 
.inhabitants to Wachovia. During the war, the Brethren 
discovered a market for flour among the troops involved in 
the campaign and dramatically increased wheat production, 
bringing in much needed funds. Building continued in the 
town throughout the tumult. Several new farm buildings and 
residences were constructed. New shops were opened, 
including a congregation store, gunsmith shop, smithy, and 
an apothecary.82
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After the war, questions about the need for a central 
town began to surface. Bethabara had served effectively as 
Wachovia's administrative center for ten years and the town 
was flourishing. Furthermore, the central portion of 
Wachovia lacked timber suitable for building and the 
Brethren lacked the capital and manpower needed to construct 
a new town. They also were concerned about the effect the 
move would have on trade. Building a new town did have its 
advantages: a central town would be easily accessible to
inhabitants on the entire Wachovia tract; a new town would 
end the troubles of living on a disease-ridden flood plain; 
and a new community would fully planned.83 The decision 
was left to the Moravian church leaders in Europe.
Several options were discussed at a meeting of the 
church's governing bodies: Bethabara could remain
Wachovia's administrative center; a second town could be 
established in the southern portion of Wachovia and serve as 
the Congregation Town for that section while maintaining 
Bethabara as the Gemein Ort for the north; or, a central 
town could be built according to the original plan. The 
matter was left to God. Through the Lot, it was decided to 
have only one Gemein Ort in Wachovia and that it was to be 
located near the center of the tract.84
In 1763, Frederic William Marshall was placed in charge 
of the planning and construction of the new town in the 
capacity of Oeconomus, or chief administrator, for Wachovia.
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He was assisted by Reuter and Bethabara's minister, John 
Ettwein. They instituted a search for a town site. Several 
sites were selected, discussed, and then summarily rejected 
by the Lot. Discouraged, the Brethren took a new approach. 
Instead of asking God about each site individually, they 
used four pieces of paper in the Lot; one blank, the other 
three representing possible sites. The blank Lot was drawn. 
Finally on February 14, 1765 the Brethren chose two more 
sites, placing two Lots in the bowl along with a blank piece 
of paper. Finally, a town site was chosen.85
Choosing a plan for Wachovia's central town proved to 
be just as frustrating as finding a suitable site. The 
first plan was for a town to be named Unitas (See map 26). 
Designed by the Brethren's Lutheran benefactor Count 
Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf, the plan called for a 
circular city with an octagonal green and eight streets 
radiating from the center, on the angles of the octagon. 
These streets were linked by two beltways: one set halfway
from the green and the town's edge, and the second on the 
town's perimeter. An octagonal Gemein Haus was to be 
located in the center of the green surrounded by six choir 
houses, an apothecary, and a tavern. Private residences 
were planned down each of the avenues set on the street to 
create space for workyards and gardening. God's Acre lay on 
the eastern edge of the town. The plan reflects the 
principles of the Roman architect and planner Vitruvius, but
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MAP 26 
Unitas
"Unmassgelbliches Projekt zu einer Stadt in Nord-Carolina." 
The Archives of the Moravan Church, Herrnhut, Germany, 
n.d. Used by permission of the Archives of the 
Moravian Church in America - Northern Province, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvnia.
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was more likely inspired by the radial city Karlshrue begun 
in 1715 to serve as the capital of a German principality.86
After consideration, the radial design was rejected 
because it was ill-suited to the topography of Wachovia and 
required more time, labor, and money than a traditional 
rectilinear design.87 Marshall traveled to Pennsylvania to 
make observations on the plans of the Moravian towns there. 
He sent his findings on what street widths and lot sizes had 
worked well along with several different designs using as 
inspiration two Moravian towns in Germany. Reuter drew a 
site map and then attached the plan most suited to the 
topography. A sketch was sent to Europe for approval (See 
map 27).8 8
The new design combined many aspects of the plan for 
Unitas and Marshall's observations in Pennsylvania. It 
called for a Medieval square created by leaving an empty 
block in the center of town. The square was surrounded by 
the Gemein Haus, the choir houses, schools, apothecary, and 
community store. The tavern, as was the case in Bethabara, 
was located on the edge of town to keep "Children from being 
hurt by wicked Examples.”89 God's Acre was to be placed on 
a hill just north of town. Lititz, Pennsylvania proved very 
helpful in designing Wachovia's central town, providing 
information about lot sizes and street widths. The new 
town's lots were to be sixty-six by two hundred feet, and 
its main street was to be sixty feet wide. Wachovia's
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MAP 27 
Salem - 1765
Reuter, Philip Christian Gottlieb. "Copie von einem [ ]
von Br Reuters Stadtplan mit einem Vorschlage wie 
derselbe konnte angelegt werden." Archives of the 
Moravian Church in America - Southern Province, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 1765. Copyright 
Archives of the Moravian Church in America - Southern 
Province.
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Gemein Ort was named Salem, meaning "peace."90
Construction of Salem began in 1766. Reuter ran out 
the two main streets and then chose the best location for 
the town square. The first structures were five residences 
built on the block southwest of the square. Construction of 
the major buildings was delayed until Marshall returned from 
Pennsylvania. The wait proved beneficial because Salem was 
designed to have a system of running water, one of the 
earliest in America; the first water works having been built 
in Bethlehem in 1754.91 When it was completed in 1778, the 
system consisted of spring water flowing through wooden 
pipes a mile and a half to the square. From there the water 
was distributed to a cistern at either end of the green, 
into the tavern, into the kitchen of the Single Brothers 
House, and into the ironing room of the Single Sisters 
House.92 The original springs chosen to provide the water 
were insufficient. New ones were found, but the change 
forced the Brethren to move the location of the square seven 
building lots to the south, down the slope of the hill. The 
move threw off the symmetry of Salem's plan and left the 
first six structures well out of town.93
By 1772, enough of the major buildings in Salem had 
been constructed to relocate the administration to the new 
town. Some people had already moved there and begun to open 
their businesses, but after that year almost all of
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Wachovia's industry and commerce occurred in Salem. The 
blow to Bethabara was staggering. Its population dropped 
from one hundred and four people to fifty-four, while the 
population of Salem jumped to one hundred twenty.94 
Bethabara was expected to become a farming community like 
Bethania, but some concessions were made to the old town.
It was to keep its mill and tavern, and was permitted to 
operate a branch of the Congregation store in Salem. People 
continued to visit the town and trade, but rapidly the 
number of visitors declined. J.F.D. Smyth's response was 
typical. He visited Bethabara just before the American 
Revolution, but when he learned that Salem was the main 
town, he "immediately proceeded on after breakfast.93
By the close of the colonial era, the structures in 
Salem reflected a number of different building techniques. 
Halftimbered buildings filled with clay or brick dominated 
early construction, giving the town an almost Medieval 
appearance. This early form of construction was practical 
because of the lack of lumber and lime for mortar, but later 
frame, brick, and stone structures were built in the town. 
The position of buildings in Salem reveals a pattern as a 
result of the elaborate planning involved in designing the 
new town. The Single Brothers and later Single Sisters 
houses were located diagonally across from each other on the 
southwest and northeast corners of the green. Similarly, on 
the square's remaining corners, the religious center, the
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Gemein Haus, stood diagonally across from the Community 
store, Salem's economic center. Mainly residences were 
built along the street east of the square, while craft shops 
dominated the main street west of the square. Although when 
it was built in 1800, the church was located off the square 
completely, in the original plan it was to stand on the lot 
between the Gemein Haus and the Single Sisters house, where 
it would dominate the entire town visually and 
symbolically.9 6
The move to Salem in 1772 marked the close of the 
Oeconomy. All of the property and the debts of the Oeconomy 
were assumed by the financial structure of the entire 
Moravian church. In place of the old system, Salem 
developed its own financial organization or Diaconie, which 
was independent of any outside aid and received its funds by 
contributions, rent payments, and the profits from the 
congregation's businesses. Salem's economy actually began 
to function in 1767 with the establishment of the pottery 
and blacksmith shop but did not go into full operation until 
1772 with the arrival of the other craftsmen. Gunsmiths, 
sickle-makers, sieve-makers, woodturners, cabinetmakers, a 
tanner, a tobacconist, a tinsmith, even an organ builder 
were all in operation by the Revolution.97 The variety of 
crafts manufactured in Salem often produced comments from 
visitors who frequently noted that "every one appeared to be 
in business."98
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Salem not only served the needs of its own inhabitants,
but also traded with settlers throughout the Piedmont. The
Moravians also maintained contacts with other communities.
Newcomers and products continued to flow into Wachovia from
Pennsylvania and trade relationships were established with
merchants in Charleston, Petersburg, and Cross Creek (See
below). At these ports deerskins and agricultural products
were traded for imported items such as sugar, iron and
glass, which were sold at Salem's store." Still, the
relationship between Salem and its neighbors was unique.
The Brethren wished to trade with outsiders, but they also
wanted to maintain a certain distance in which they could
live and work without the interference of others. This
dichotomy was noted by J.F.D. Smyth:
In short, although they very carefully preserve 
themselves from intermixing with, and detached 
from every other sect, society, or order of 
people, yet they certainly are valuable subjects, 
and by their unremitting industry and labour have 
brought a large extent of wild rugged country into 
a high state of population and improvement.100
At the end of the colonial period the three towns in
Wachovia were at different stages of development. Wachovia
had not grown precisely along the lines originally planned,
but the progress was still remarkable. Bethabara had been
established in 1753 to serve as a passage into the new
colony. With the continued arrival of new settlers from
Moravian towns in Pennsylvania, the village grew rapidly and
served as Wachovia's administrative center through the Seven
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Years War. After 1772, the town lost its industry and had 
to adjust into its role as an agricultural village. In 
1766, it was a flourishing town described as "delightfully 
charming" but towards the end of the century, another 
visitor could only call it "sickly."101 Still, by 1775, 
Bethabara's population had risen back to seventy-two people. 
Bethania, on the other hand, began as an agricultural 
village and continued to slowly grow and develop. At the 
end of the colonial period, it had one hundred inhabitants. 
Finally, Salem was a "small but neat village" of 127 people, 
"having within itself all kinds of artisans."102 Salem was 
always intended to be the administrative and economic center 
of the Moravian colony, but the route to its creation had 
been hard and was the result of much time, labor, and 
devotion. Wachovia’s leader, Frederic William Marshall, was 
amazed at the enormity of the task: "The present building
of Salem is an extraordinary affair, which I would not have 
undertaken had the Saviour Himself not ordered it."103
From Martinsburg to Salisbury, twelve towns stood along 
the Great Wagon Road through Virginia and North Carolina by 
the close of the colonial era. Four communities were 
established to serve as county towns and two others became 
county seats before 1776. The six remaining towns, with the 
exception of Stephensburg, never served as a home to a 
county court, yet they survived and grew into flourishing
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communities - These towns were migrants' settlements along 
the main route into the southern backcountry which was the 
source of their communication, their supplies, their trade, 
even their inhabitants. Their establishment and growth was 
not guided by proprietors as were the Pennsylvania towns, 
nor were they shaped by any general plan of development.
Only the three Moravian villages in North Carolina were 
established with advanced planning or forethought, and two 
of those were born out of circumstance. Instead, most of 
the migrant towns were guided by the forces of settlement, 
individual initiative, and by war.
It is very telling that half of the migrant towns arose 
out of the discord of the Seven Years War. Mecklenburg, 
Stephensburg, Strasburg, and Woodstock were all founded 
after groups of settlers banded together for security near a 
private fort. Bethania, too, was the direct result of an 
influx of refugees seeking protection at the Moravian forts, 
although it was the only town that was established away from 
the forts themselves. Merely the added safety of numbers 
and a night watch were sufficient to appease the 
inhabitants' fears. Even New London, though founded as a 
county town, was established in hopes of enticing settlers 
to live together "which will enable them the better to 
defend themselves on any sudden incursions of an enemy."*03
A fort was not the only focus for the development of a 
migrant town. Martinsburg, Staunton, and Strasburg all grew
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up ground mills. The site Bethabara was left to chance when 
the Brethren stopped at a trapper's cabin, the only 
structure on the Wachovia tract. The sites of Winchester, 
New London, and Salisbury were determined by entrepreneurs' 
gifts of land to the court or through court action taking 
into account accessibility, water supply, and proximity to 
the center of the county. Only the sites of two migrant 
towns without courts were chosen after a period of advanced 
consideration and discussion. The site for Bethania was 
chosen for its proximity to Bethabara for safety and 
supervision as well as for the suitability of the land. The 
procedure for choosing a site for Salem was the most 
unusual. After consideration of a central location, the 
quality of the land, and the availability of springs to feed 
the town's water system, the site had to be approved by God.
Besides aiding in their creation, war also influenced 
the growth of towns. The beneficial effects of the Seven 
Years War and the American Revolution on the economies of 
Martinsburg, Winchester, Woodstock, Staunton, New London, 
and Salisbury has already been examined. Not surprisingly, 
other towns in the backcountry benefited as well. 
Mecklenburg, with its large number of craft industries 
flourished during the Revolution by supplying the army with 
saddles, munitions, and other products in addition to food. 
Strasburg developed a substantial livestock trade during the 
Seven Years War to meet the demands of the troops. Even the
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Moravians in Bethabara and Bethania benefited from the Seven 
Years War when they drastically increased wheat and flour 
production to supply the soldiers.1 0 4
During years when there was no military conflict, the 
migrant towns tend to fall into two categories.
Stephensburg, Bethania, and Bethabara after 1772 were 
primarily agricultural communities. Because of its 
proximity to Winchester, initially Stephensburg attracted 
few settlers and no industry or mercantile establishments. 
Only its brief tenure as Frederick's county town provided 
Stephensburg with large numbers of investors, but despite 
the increase the town's inhabitants were primarily farmers. 
From its inception Bethania was intended to be a farming 
community, reminiscent of Penn's agricultural villages, 
although some of its citizens supplemented their income by 
taking in some craft work. Bethabara, on the other hand, 
although intended to be temporary, developed into a craft 
production center. When it was demoted in 1772, its economy 
was forced to switch to agricultural productionr although 
certain concessions were made to ease the transition.
The other migrant towns became centers of industry and 
trade, serving the needs of their surrounding community and 
the southward train of settlers, as well as sending goods to 
Pennsylvania. Strasburg, Mecklenburg, and Salem all 
developed into production centers. In addition to its 
mills, Strasburg could boast of an important ceramics
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industry- Mecklenburg and Salem also had milling 
operations, but the two towns supported a diverse number of 
other craftsmen. Both were important regional centers and 
had trading connections with other towns. While Mecklenburg 
sent many of its products north and east towards 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, the Moravians mostly traded with 
Charleston, Petersburg, and Cross Creek.
In addition to the draw of forts and economic 
considerations, the migrant towns, like the county towns, 
were also founded through private initiative. However, Adam 
Stephen, Thomas Shepherd, Lewis Stephens, Peter Stover,
Jacob Mueller, and the Moravians did not have to make gifts 
of land in order to secure an industry when their towns were 
founded (although Stephen did make a gift of an acre of land 
to attract the Berkeley County Court and Mueller's 
son-in-law made a free gift of land to the Shenandoah County 
Court). Instead, they were proprietors in their own right. 
Stephen, Shepherd, Stephens, Stover, and Mueller all laid 
out towns after a number of people had already settled on 
their land. The Moravian church was also a prc^ietor, 
perhaps even more than the others because settlers in the 
three towns leased their land and residences directly from 
the church (although Bethania removed itself from the 
leasing system in 1771), perhaps explaining why they were 
the only migrant towns which were not incorporated by the 
end of the eighteenth century.105 Whatever the case, to a
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c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  M a r t i n s b u r g ,  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  
S t e p h e n s b u r g ,  S t r a s b u r g ,  W o o d s t o c k ,  B e t h a b a r a ,  B e t h a n i a ,  a n d  
S a l e m  h a d  a  g u a r a n t e e d  a  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e i r  t o w n l o t s .
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  w a y  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t  t o w n s  
d e v e l o p e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e m  
w o u l d  a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  s p o r t  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e i r  
p r o p r i e t o r .  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  a l t h o u g h  o f f i c i a l l y  n a m e d  a f t e r  
t h e  q u e e n ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  S h e p h e r d s t o w n .  
F i n a l l y  i n  1 7 9 8 ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  A s s e m b l y  b o w e d  t o  r e a l i t y  a n d  
o f f i c i a l l y  c h a n g e d  t h e  n a m e . 106 S t e p h e n s b u r g  w a s  t h e  o n l y  
t o w n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r ,  t h o u g h  f o r  
a  t i m e  S t r a s b u r g  w a s  k n o w n  a s  S t a u f f e r s t a d t  a n d  W o o d s t o c k  
w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  M u e l l e r s t a d t . E x c e p t  f o r  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  
n o n e  o f  t h e  t o w n s  w i t h o u t  c o u r t s  w a s  n a m e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  R o y a l  F a m i l y  o r  a  r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  
a l t h o u g h  M a r t i n s b u r g ,  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  S t r a s b u r g ,  a n d  W o o d s t o c k ,  
d i d  h a v e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  n a m e s  l i k e  K i n g ,  Q u e e n ,  P r i n c e s s ,  a n d  
D u k e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  s i m p l y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  a s  a  
c o n v e n t i o n  f o r  s t r e e t  n a m e s  i n  t o w n s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  S h e n a n d o a h  
V a l l e y .  W i n c h e s t e r ,  S t r a s b u r g ,  N e w  L o n d o n ,  a n d  S a l i s b u r y  
w e r e  a l l  n a m e d  a f t e r  p l a c e s  o f  o r i g i n .  F i n a l l y ,  H e b r e w  
n a m e s  o f  t h e  M o r a v i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t o w n s '  
p u r p o s e s  - B e t h a b a r a  w a s  t h e  " H o u s e  o f  P a s s a g e "  a n d  B e t h a n i a  
w a s  t h e  " H o u s e  o f  t h e  P o o r . "  S a l e m ,  t a k e n  f r o m  J e r u s a l e m ,  
w a s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  A r a b i c  g r e e t i n g  salaam a n d  i t s  H e b r e w  
e q u i v a l e n t  shalom, m e a n i n g  " p e a c e . "
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 5 1
W h i l e  t h e  n a m i n g  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t  t o w n s  w i t h o u t  
c o u r t s  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t y  t o w n s ,  t h e i r  d e s i g n s  d i d  
n o t .  O n c e  a g a i n  t h e  g r i d i r o n  s t r e e t  p a t t e r n  p r e d o m i n a t e d  
a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  s u b t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  S t e p h e n s b u r g ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  w a s  d i v i d e d  b y  t w o  m a i n  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  a n d  h a d  
l i n e a r  b l o c k s  c o n t a i n i n g  f i v e  l o t s  e a c h  w i t h  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
o u t l o t s .  M e c k l e n b u r g  d i f f e r e d  s o m e w h a t  i n  t h a t  i t  w a s  b a s e d  
o n  l o n g  a v e n u e s  w i t h  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  c u t t i n g  t h e  t o w n  i n t o  
l a r g e  s q u a r e  b l o c k s . T h e  d e s i g n  o f  S t r a s b u r g  w a s  v e r y  
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  M e c k l e n b u r g  i n  t h a t  i t  t o o  w a s  b a s e d  o n  l o n g  
a v e n u e s  a n d  h a d  s q u a r e  b l o c k s .  H o w e v e r ,  S t r a s b u r g  
o r i g i n a l l y  h a d  a  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e  s q u a r e  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  
w a s  l o s t .
T h e  t h r e e  M o r a v i a n  t o w n s  a l l  h a d  c e n t r a l  s q u a r e s  b u t  
t h e y  d i f f e r e d  i n  o t h e r  w a y s .  B e t h a b a r a  g r e w  h a p h a z a r d l y  
u n t i l  a  p l a n  w a s  i m p o s e d  u s i n g  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  
c r e a t e d  a R e n a i s s a n c e  s q u a r e .  B e t h a n i a  a l s o  h a d  R e n a i s s a n c e  
s t y l e  s q u a r e  b u t  u s e d  a  l i n e a r  l o t  s y s t e m .  A s  i n  t h e  c a s e  
o f  S t r a s b u r g ,  B e t h a n i a ' s  s q u a r e  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
i n t o  t o w n  l o t s .  T h e  t o w n  a l s o  h a d  a u n i q u e  s y s t e m  of  
o u t l o t s ,  w i t h  e a c h  i n h a b i t a n t  r e c e i v i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  
f a r m l a n d ,  b o t t o m l a n d ,  a n d  o r c h a r d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a t o w n l o t .  
F i n a l l y ,  S a l e m ,  a f t e r  t h e  b a r o q u e  c i r c u l a r  p l a n  w a s  
d i s m i s s e d ,  w a s  b a s e d  o n  a  M e d i e v a l  s q u a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  
t o w n ' s  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  S a l e m ' s  d e s i g n  w a s  u n i q u e  i n  m a n y  
r e s p e c t s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  w h i c h  w a s  i t s  w a t e r  s y s t e m .
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H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p l a n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  
t o w n  w o u l d  b e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h .
P u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  m o r e  p r e v a l e n t  i n  m i g r a n t  
t o w n s  t h a n  c o u n t y  t o w n s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  T e n  o f  t h e  
t w e l v e  m i g r a n t  t o w n s  h a d  c h u r c h e s  - M a r t i n s b u r g ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  
S t r a s b u r g ,  W o o d s t o c k ,  S t a u n t o n ,  N e w  L o n d o n ,  B e t h a b a r a ,  
B e t h a n i a ,  S a l e m ,  a n d  S a l i s b u r y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  s c h o o l s  w e r e  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  n i n e  o f  t h e  t o w n s ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h  c h u r c h  s u p p o r t .  
M a r t i n s b u r g  a n d  N e w  L o n d o n  w e r e  t h e  h o m e  o f  a c a d e m i e s ,  b u t  
s c h o o l s  w e r e  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  
a n d  S t r a s b u r g .  S c h o o l s  f o r  b o t h  g i r l s  a n d  b o y s  w e r e  s t a r t e d  
i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  M o r a v i a n  t o w n s .
W h e n  J o s h u a  F r y  a n d  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n  d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  p a t h  
o f  t h e  G r e a t  W a g o n  R o a d ,  t h e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  a c o r r i d o r  f o r  
m i g r a t i n g  s e t t l e r s  t r a v e l i n g  o u t  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n t o  t h e  
b a c k c o u n t r y  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  T h e  t o w n s  t h a t  
w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  w e r e  n o t  c r e a t e d  b y  a n  
o r g a n i z e d  l a n d  s y s t e m ;  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  c h o s e n  b y  
c o l o n y ' s  p r o p r i e t o r .  I n s t e a d ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  g r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  
c h a o s  o f  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r .  A s  t h e  f l o w  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  
d r i e d  t o  a  t r i c k l e ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  b a n d e d  
t o g e t h e r  f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  c r e a t i n g  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s .  O t h e r  
t o w n s  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a w e l l  p l a n n e d  c o l o n i a l  e n d e a v o r .  
S o m e  o f  t h e  t o w n s  i n  t h e  l i n e  d o w n  t h e  G r e a t  V a l l e y  i n t o  
P i e d m o n t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  s e r v e d  a s  c o u r t  t o w n s ,  b u t  m o r e  t h a n
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h a l f  o f  t h e m  s u r v i v e d  w i t h o u t  a c o u r t .  T h e s e  t o w n s  m a d e  
t r a d i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  d e v e l o p e d  
i n d u s t r i e s ,  a n d  b e c a m e  r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s .  W h a t  i s  
m o r e ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  t o w n s  f o l d e d  w h e n  c o u n t i e s  w e r e  
d i v i d e d .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  m i g r a n t  t o w n s  d e v e l o p e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
r a t e s ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  f l o u r i s h e d  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
f l o w  o f  n e w c o m e r s  i n t o  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .
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C h a p t e r  V
T r a d i n g  T o w n s  a n d  R e s o r t  C o m m u n i t i e s
W h e n  c r e a t i n g  o r  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t o w n s  i n  t h e  
b a c k c o u n t r y , t h e  c o l o n i a l  a s s e m b l i e s  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  f r e q u e n t l y  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  b e  
w e l l - s i t u a t e d  " f o r  i n l a n d  t r a d e . " 1 O t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  
t h e  r e g i o n  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  h e a l t h  s p a s ,  b a s i n g  t h e i r  
s u c c e s s  o n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  a  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r y .  C o m m e r c e ,  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  l e a d i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  
o r  f a i l u r e  o f  a  b a c k c o u n t r y  c o m m u n i t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
a l t h o u g h  a  t o w n  c o u l d  b e  l a i d  o u t  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  c o u n t y  
c o u r t  a n d  t h r i v e  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  i f  i t s  c o m m e r c i a l  
f u n c t i o n s  w e r e  w h o l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c o u r t ,  t h e  c o u n t y  t o w n  w a s  d e s t i n e d  t o  s t a g n a t e  o r  c o l l a p s e  
s h o u l d  t h e  c o u r t  b e  r e l o c a t e d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  f l o o d  o f  
i m m i g r a n t s  i n t o  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  s p a r k e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
a  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  
W a r .  T h e s e  t o w n s  m i g h t  h a v e  e x i s t e d  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e t t l e m e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  W i l l i a m  P e n n ,  b u t  
f a r m e r s  n e e d  a  m a r k e t  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  c r o p s ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e
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c r e a t i o n  o f  s o m e  f o r m  o f  t r a d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  i n f l u x  o f  
n e w  s e t t l e r s  g a v e  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  m i g r a n t  t o w n s  a n  a d v a n t a g e  
o v e r  o t h e r  b a c k c o u n t r y  s e t t l e m e n t s .  W i t h o u t  s o m e  f e a t u r e  t o  
d r a w  i n v e s t o r s  i t  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n ,  b u t  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o b l e m s ,  s o m e  a t t e m p t s  
w e r e  m a d e .
I n  1 7 5 0 ,  A n s o n  C o u n t y  i n c l u d e d  m o s t  o f  w e s t e r n  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a .  I n  1 7 5 3 ,  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  l y i n g  i n  t h e  
G r a n v i l l e  D i s t r i c t  w a s  c u t  o f f  t o  c r e a t e  R o w a n  C o u n t y . 2 
T h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P i e d m o n t  b e g a n  t o  g r o w  r a p i d l y .
S a l i s b u r y  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  R o w a n ' s  c o u n t y  t o w n  a n d  t h e  
f i r s t  M o r a v i a n s  a r r i v e d  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  W a c h o v i a  
T r a c t .  I n  t h e  s o u t h ,  A n s o n  C o u n t y  r e m a i n e d  s p a r s e l y  
s e t t l e d .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  d i d  l i v e  t h e r e  f o u n d  
t h e m s e l v e s  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  m o r e  p o p u l a t e d  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  
c o l o n y  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  r o a d s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  m a i n  r o u t e  o u t  
o f  t h e  r e g i o n  w a s  t h e  O c c o n e e c h e e  T r a d i n g  P a t h  w h i c h  r a n  
n o r t h e a s t  a c r o s s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  t o  P e t e r s b u r g ,  
V i r g i n i a  -  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  2 5 0  m i l e s .
I n  1 7 5 3 ,  s o m e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  A n s o n  C o u n t y  d e c i d e d  t h a t ,  
t o  a t t r a c t  n e w  s e t t l e r s , t h e y  h a d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  r e g i o n 's 
t r a d e .  O n e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a  t r a d i n g  
t o w n  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t s  t o  b e  s h i p p e d  t o  a  c o a s t a l  p o r t .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,
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A n s o n ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  A s s e m b l y ,  C h a r l e s  R o b i n s o n ,  
i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  t o  c r e a t e  s u c h  a  t o w n . 3 H o w e v e r  t h e  
m e a s u r e  m e t  w i t h  s o m e  r e s i s t a n c e .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  
o f  s h i p p i n g  g o o d s  o v e r l a n d  w o u l d  b e  p r o h i b i t o r y ,  R o b i n s o n  
p r o p o s e d  l o c a t i n g  t h e  t o w n  o n  t h e  p r i m a r y  r i v e r  r u n n i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h e  P e e  D e e .  T h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  t h a t  t h e  
P e e  D e e ,  c r e a t e d  a t  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Y a d k i n  a n d  
U w h a r r i e  R i v e r s ,  d i d  n o t  f l o w  e a s t  t o w a r d s  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’s 
p o r t s ,  b u t  s o u t h e a s t  i n t o  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  C o n c e r n e d  o v e r  
l o s i n g  m o r e  t r a d e  t o  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  p o r t s ,  t h e  u p p e r  h o u s e  
r e j e c t e d  t h e  b i l l . 4
U n d a u n t e d ,  C a l e b  H o w e l l ,  a n o t h e r  A n s o n  C o u n t r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  r e i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l  a t  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  A s s e m b l y  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 7 5 4 .  T h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  
A n s o n ' s  c i t i z e n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h o w  t h e  l a c k  o f  t r a d e  a f f e c t e d  
t h e  c o l o n y ,  w a s  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  p r e a m b l e :
W h e r e a s , t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  A n s o n  c o u n t y  
l a b o u r  u n d e r  g r e a t  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  w a n t  o f  
t r a d e ,  b y  b e i n g  s o  i n c o n v e n i e n t  t o ,  a n d  d i s t a n t  
f r o m  a n y  o f  t h e  n a v i g a b l e  r i v e r s  o f  t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  
o n l y  P e e  D e e ,  a n d  t h a t  d i s c h a r g e t h  itself i n t o  
-South C a r o l i n a ,  w h i c h  r e n d e r s  i t  v e r y  
i m p r a c t i c a b l e  f o r  t h e m  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  
a r i s e t h  f r o m  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  e i t h e r  t o  
p a y  t h e i r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  d e b t s ,  i n  t h i s  
p r o v i n c e . - - -3
T h e  m e a s u r e  p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  A n s o n  C o u n t y  w e r e  
g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  b u i l d  a  t o w n  n a m e d  G l o u c e s t e r  o n  t h e  
s o u t h  b a n k  o f  t h e  P e e  D e e  R i v e r . 6
T h e  l a w  c r e a t i n g  G l o u c e s t e r  n a m e d  R o b i n s o n ,  H o w e l l ,
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T h o m a s  T o m p k i n s ,  W i l l i a m  F o r b e s ,  a n d  E d m u n d  C a r t l e d g e  a s  
t o w n  t r u s t e e s .  T h e y  w e r e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  l a y  o u t  f i f t y  a c r e s  
o f  l a n d  i n t o  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s ,  r e s e r v i n g  l a n d  f o r  a  c h u r c h ,  
c e m e t a r y ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  a  m a r k e t  p l a c e .  R e s i d e n t s  w e r e  
g i v e n  t w o  y e a r s  t o  c l e a r  t h e i r  l o t s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t  h o u s e s .  
T h e  s i t e  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  t o w n ,  w h i c h  w a s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  b o t h  
v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  w a s  t h e  t w o  h u n d r e d  a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n  
J o h n  J e n k i n s  p u r c h a s e d  i n  1 7 5 0 . 7 T h e  m e a s u r e  s p e c i f i e d  
t h a t  t h e  t r u s t e e s  c o u l d  p r o c e e d  a s  s o o n  a s  J e n k i n s  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  " h i s  c o n s e n t  a n d  c o n c u r r e n c e  i n  o p e n  c o u r t . " 8 
A s  a n  i n d u c e m e n t ,  h e  w a s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  m o n i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  t h e  l o t  s a l e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  J e n k i n s  w a s  u n i m p r e s s e d  o r  
s o m e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m  a r o s e ,  f o r  G l o u c e s t e r  n e v e r  m a d e  i t  o f f  
o f  t h e  p r i n t e d  p a g e .  T h e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  w a s  
e v e r  s u r v e y e d . 9
A f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  G l o u c e s t e r ,  a  s e c o n d  a t t e m p t  w a s  
m a d e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  t o w n  i n  A n s o n  C o u n t y .  S o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  
A p r i l  1 7 5 9 ,  E d w a r d  E l l e r b e e  l a i d  o u t  a  t o w n  o n  a  t r a c t  o f  
l a n d  h e  h a d  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r . 10 T h i s  t i m e  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  k n o w  a s  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  T o w n ,  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  P e e  O e e  R i v e r .  E l l e r b e e  b e g a n  s e l l i n g  
l o t s  i n  t h e  t o w n  i n  1 7 5 9 .  I n t e r e s t  i n  t r a d e  r e m a i n e d  h i g h  
a n d  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  T o w n ' s  f i r s t  i n v e s t o r  w a s  A n s o n  C o u n t y  
m e r c h a n t  A l e x a n d e r  G o r d o n . 11 O n l y  a  f e w  l o t  s a l e s  i n  
P r i n c e  G e o r g e  T o w n  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  a n d  t h o s e  w e r e  m a d e  b y  
G o r d o n ,  n o t  E l l e r b e e .  G o r d o n  s o l d  t h r e e  t o w n  l o t s ,  o n e  t o  a
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
268
m e r c h a n t  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  B l a d e n  C o u n t y .  I n  t h e  d e e d s ,  s o m e  
i n v e s t o r s  w e r e  g i v e n  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  f r a m e  o r  
b r i c k  h o u s e s  o r  f o r f e i t  t h e  l o t .  T h e  l a s t  r e c o r d e d  t r a n s f e r  
w a s  m a d e  i n  1 7 6 3 . 12 L i k e  G l o u c e s t e r ,  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  T o w n  
f a i l e d .
T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e s e  t o w n s  h a d  b e e n  t o  a t t r a c t  n e w  
s e t t l e r s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  A n s o n  C o u n t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  s i m p l y  
n o t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  s u p p o r t  a  t o w n ,  a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  w i s h e d  t o  c a p t u r e  f o r  a n  A n s o n  C o u n t y  t o w n  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l o w  s o u t h  i n t o  p l a c e s  l i k e  C a m d e n ,  S o u t h  
C a r o l i n a .  E v e n  a f t e r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  A n s o n  
c o u n t y  r e m a i n e d  l a r g e l y  r u r a l ;  m a n y  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  w e r e  b e i n g  a t t r a c t e d  t o  m o r e  p r o s p e r o u s  M e c k l e n b u r g  
C o u n t y .  A  s u c c e s f u l  t o w n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  A n s o n  
C o u n t y  u n t i l  1 7 8 3  w h e n  N e w t o w n ,  l a t e r  W a d e s b o r o u g h ,  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  A n s o n ' s  c o u n t y  s e a t . 13
U n l i k e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A n s o n  C o u n t y  w h e r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a n d  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  m o s t  b a c k c o u n t r y  t r a d i n g  t o w n s  t e n d e d  t o  
d e v e l o p  n a t u r a l l y  a r o u n d  s o m e  f e a t u r e  s u c h  a s  a  m i l l  o r  a n  
i n n .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  m o r e  t h a n  
a  f e w  b u i l d i n g s  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  l o c a l  
i n h a b i t a n t s  a s  t o w n s .  I n  G r a n v i l l e  C o u n t y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  v i l l a g e  n a m e d  H a r r i s b u r g  d e v e l o p e d  a t  a  c r o s s  
r o a d s  a l o n g  t h e  T r a d i n g  P a t h .  T h e  s e t t l e m e n t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  s i t e  o f  a n  I n d i a n  t r a d i n g  p o s t ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r
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S h e r w o o d  H a r r i s  w h o  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  l a n d  i n  1 7 6 0 . 14 H a r r i s  
r a n  a n  o r d i n a r y  w h i c h  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t o p p i n g  
p o i n t  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  s o u t h w e s t .  I t  w a s  e v e n  d e l i n e a t e d  o n  
J o h n  C o l l e t ' s  1 7 7 0  m a p  o f  t h e  c o l o n y . 19 G r a d u a l l y  p e o p l e  
b e g a n  t o  c o n g r e g a t e  a t  t h e  i n n  a n d  a  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p e d .
H a r r i s b u r g  n e v e r  b e c a m e  a  l a r g e  t o w n ;  i n  f a c t  t r a v e l e r s  
w o n d e r e d  i f  i t  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  t o w n  a t  a l l .  B e f o r e  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  J . F . D .  S m i t h  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  " s l e p t  a t  a  p l a c e
w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  d i g n i f i e d  a  f e w  l o g  h o v e l s  w i t h  t h e
a p p e l l a t i o n  o f  a  t o w n . " 16 S t i l l ,  H a r r i s b u r g  w a s  h o m e  t o  a t  
l e a s t  t w o  s t o r e s  a n d  a  p a r i s h  c h a p e l . 17 A l t h o u g h  t h e  
v i l l a g e  n e v e r  s e r v e d  a s  G r a n v i l l e ' s  c o u n t y  s e a t ,  i t  m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h e  j a i l . 18 D u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
R e v o l u t i o n ,  H a r r i s b u r g  b e c a m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s u p p l y  b a s e ,  b u t  
n e v e r  g r e w  v e r y  l a r g e .  I n  1 7 7 8 ,  J a m e s  I r e d e l l  w r o t e  t h a t  i t
c o n t a i n e d  " h a l f  a  d o z e n  s t r a g g l i n g  h o u s e s ,  a n d  i s  a
b u r l e s q u e  u p o n  a  t o w n . " 19 A f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  G r a n v i l l e  C o u n t y  s e a t  j u s t  o v e r  a  m i l e  
a w a y ,  H a r r i s b u r g  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t . 20
A n o t h e r  n a t u r a l l y  d e v e l o p i n g  t r a d i n g  t o w n  g r e w  i n  t h e  
S a n d  H i l l s  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  H i g h l a n d  S c o t s  h a d  b e e n  
s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1 7 5 0 ' s ,  b u t  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a  Q u a k e r  
m i l l w r i g h t .  I n  1 7 5 4 ,  J o h n  N e w b e r r y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  g r i s t m i l l  
o n  a  c r e e k  w h i c h  t o o k  i t s  n a m e  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t w o  o f  i t s  
b r a n c h e s  c r o s s e d  o n e  a n o t h e r  b e f o r e  f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  C a p e
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F e a r  R i v e r .  O v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  p e o p l e  b e g a n  t o  s e t t l e  
o n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a n d  a r o u n d  N e w b e r r y ' s  m i l l .  B y  1 7 6 0  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  w a s  i n h a b i t e d  b y  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  f o r  Q u a k e r  
m i n i s t e r  D a n i e l  S t a n t o n  t o  r e c o r d  i n  h i s  j o u r n a l  t h a t  h e  
s t o p p e d  a t  " C r o s - c r e e k  i n  C a p e  F e a r ,  w h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  t o w n  
l a t e l y  b u i l t . " * 1
I n  1 7 6 0  t h e  s e t t l e r s  o n  C r o s s  C r e e k  w e r e  i n d e e d  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  t o w n  t h r o u g h  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  
A s s e m b l y .  B u t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  w h o  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  
s i t e  i n  1 7 6 2  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  a  " c o n v e n i e n t  p l a c e  
f o r  B u i l d i n g  a  T o w n ,  i t  b e i n g  a b o v e  a  m i l e  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  
f r o m  t h e  R i v e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e n d e r  t h e  c a r r i a g e  o f  h e a v y  
G o o d s  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  t o  t h e  M e r c h a n t "  a n d  c h o s e  i n s t e a d  t o  
f o u n d  C a m p b e l l t o n . 22 B u t  i t  w a s  t o o  l a t e .  W h i l e  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t o w n  s i t e s ,  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  
w e r e  p u r c h a s i n g  l a n d  a t  C r o s s  C r e e k .  B y  1 7 6 5  t h e r e  w e r e  
s e v e n t y - f i v e  s e t t l e r s  l i v i n g  a t  C r o s s  C r e e k  i n c l u d i n g  
m e r c h a n t s  a n d  c r a f t s m e n . 23 T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  
e i g h t y - f o u r  l o t s  h a d  b e e n  s o l d  i n  C r o s s  C r e e k ,  o n l y  e i g h t  
h a d  b e e n  s o l d  i n  C a m p b e l l t o n .24
A s  i t  w a s  m a p p e d  b y  C . J .  S a u t h i e r  i n  1 7 7 0 ,  C r o s s  C r e e k  
c o n t a i n e d  o v e r  e i g h t y  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g r i s t m i l l ,  
f i v e  s a w  m i l l s ,  a  b r e w e r y ,  a n d  a  t a n  y a r d  ( S e e  m a p  2 8 ) .  T h e  
t o w n ' s  r a p i d  g r o w t h  w a s  e v i d e n t  i n  i t s  s t r e e t  p a t t e r n .  
N e i t h e r  N e w b e r r y ,  n o r  R o b e r t  C o c k r a n  w h o  b o u g h t  h i s  h o l d i n g s  
i n  1 7 6 5 ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l a y  o u t  a  s t r e e t  s y s t e m . 25 I n s t e a d ,
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M A P  2 8  
C r o s s  C r e e k  -  1 7 7 0
S a u t i e r ,  C . J .  " P L A N  o f  t h e  T o w n  o f  C R O S S  C R E E K  i n
C u m b e r l a n d  C o u n t y .  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A . "  K i n g  G e o r g e  I l l ' s  
T o p o g r a p h i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n ,  c x x i i i ,  5 6 .  T h e  B r i t i s h  
L i b r a r y ,  L o n d o n ,  1 7 7 0 .  U s e d  b y  P e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  
B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y .
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the topography of the site determined the position of roads 
as the town grew naturally along the banks of the creek. 
Residences lined the main street curving through town and 
along the road to Hillsborough. An industrial corridor 
developed along the edge of the creek as it passed through 
the community.26
In addition to its mills, by the end of the colonial 
period Cross Creek had become a "flourishing commercial 
town" where people "exercised mechanic arts as smiths, 
wheelwrights, carpenters, coopers, tanners &c."*7 The 
local economy was also supported a tailor, a shoemaker, and 
a doctor. Several of the town's early inhabitants, 
including Newberry himself, were tavern keepers. Between 
1762 and 1776, twelve different men were licenced by the 
county to operate ordinaries.28 With its artisan 
population and service sector. Cross Creek served as a 
regional center for Cumberland County and the surrounding 
environs. Yet the town also became one of the major trading 
centers in North Carolina.
Even before a town developed on Cross Creek, merchants 
from the port of Wilmington grew interested in establishing 
a base in the Sand Hills to create ties with the 
backcountry. Wilmington merchants Richard Lyon and Hugh 
Fullerton erected a trading post near Newberry's mill in 
1756. They were joined by three other merchants before 
Campbellton was chartered in 1762.29 As soon as the stores
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were open, farmers throughout the region began to ship their 
produce to the markets in Cross Creek. A 1773 pamphlet 
designed to attract Highland Scots to the Sand Hills 
reported "40 or 50" farmers wagons arriving daily in Cross 
Creek with local farmers' "beef, pork, and flower, in 
barrels, also their live stock, Indian corn, raw hydes, 
butter, tallow, and whatever they have for market," where it 
was purchased and then shipped by raft to Wilmington.30 
Tobacco and navel stores were the leading cash crops in the 
local trade, though in 1775 an inspector was named for 
additional products: flaxseed, beef, pork, butter, and
indigo.31 By the end of the colonial period, post road 
surveyor Hugh Finlay noted that merchants in the two towns 
wanted to establish a "weekly Post" because of the 
importance of their "commercial connection."32
Besides becoming a center for local commerce. Cross 
Creek was also noted as the place where the "whole trade 
with the back settlers is carried on for a great way 
round."33 Ironically, the close proximity of Campbellton, 
the site officially designed to become the region's trading 
town, aided the mercantile concerns in Cross Creek through 
the creation of several new roads, including a road to the 
Yadkin River which was completed in 1771.3 4 The road 
network enabled Cross Creek to serve as an important trading 
and communications link between the eastern and western 
portions of the colony. Campbellton merely became an
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entrance port for Cross Creek's trade.33 Agricultural 
products, particularly wheat, as well as other goods such as 
deer skins were shipped to Cross Creek from Salem, 
Hillsborough, Salisbury, and Charlotte in exchange for 
imported products. After being processed into leather and 
flour, backcountry products were added to the rafts of local 
goods being shipped to Wilmington. The ties between the two 
towns helped Wilmington draw much of the backcountry trade 
that had formerly gone to South Carolina and Virginia.36
As the years passed, it was clearly evident that Cross 
Creek was growing at the expense of Campbellton. Settlers, 
merchants, and craftsmen were naturally drawn to the larger, 
more prosperous community, even though Campbellton was 
Cumberland's county seat. In 1767, several businessmen sent 
a petition to the Assembly asking that the court be 
relocated in Cross Creek, noting that Campbellton was 
"surrounded by so many Swamps & Morasses" and did not even 
have "a House of Entertainment."37 The petition met with 
some success, for while the court remained in Campbellton, a 
jail was standing in Cross Creek by 1770 (Map 28, C). When 
the two towns were formally united in 1778, Cross Creek was 
the genuine victor, for the law specfically ordered that a 
new courthouse be built in the older town (See map 11, in 
Chapter II).38
Like many other towns in the backcountry. Cross Creek 
began as a mill settlement. While other towns had added
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benefits of being an administrative center or stood along 
the Great Wagon Road, Cross Creek existed only as a trading 
town. Over the period of about fifteen years, it grew from 
a small settlement into one of the leading trading centers 
in North Carolina. In 1777, naturalist William Bartram 
noted that when he was in Cross Creek "about twenty years 
ago, this town was marking out its bounds and there were 
then about twenty habitations, and now there are above a
thousand houses, a vast resort of inhabitants and
travellers, and continual brisk commerce by waggons."39 
While certainly an extreme exaggeration of Cross Creek's 
size, Bartram's comment is nonetheless a fitting account of 
the town's status as a backcountry town.40
Gloucester, Prince George Town, Harrisburg, and Cross 
Creek were colonial towns which developed or declined solely 
on their success as trading communities. The towns which 
lined the Wagon Road had the added bonus of a continual 
stream of immigrants who settled in the area or purchased 
supplies as they continued south. And while county towns 
often developed as local and regional commercial centers, 
they did not have to rely solely on the trade in 
commodities. If it had to, a court town could exist as a 
service center with its administrative functions, the 
accompanying need for legal services, as well as the trade 
of other service industries such as taverns. However, the 
trade in service and entertainment was not relegated solely
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to court towns.
In eighteenth-centur? England, the emergence of a 
consumer society created changes in the life of the nation. 
With the increase and greater diffusion of wealth, the 
market for entertainment spread beyond the wealthy classes 
and members of the court to include the burgeoning middle 
class. As a result, individuals in most English towns began 
to cater to this new trade, but certain localities 
specialized in the leisure industry. Spas, which had 
previously existed as minor villages, began to experience an 
increase in the number of patrons. At first these centers, 
the most famous of which was Bath, catered to people who 
were genuinely ill, coming to the spa to seek relief at the 
mineral springs. In between drinking and bathing in the 
waters, the patrons participated in a number of other 
activities. Soon a new kind of "holiday" was born. 
Throughout the century increasing numbers of people 
attracted by the fashion and glamor traveled to the spas to 
participate in the new rituals of polite society.41
The attraction and mystique of the spa was not lost on 
the inhabitants of colonial America where again individuals 
tried to profit from the popularity of the English resorts. 
It was no coincidence, for example, that the first town in 
North Carolina would be named Bath. When explorers and 
settlers moved west, mineral and thermal springs were 
discovered in New England, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Soon
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in the colonies the fashion of taking the waters approached 
levels equal to the mother country.42 At first, the 
springs attracted the infirm who were brave enough to endure 
rough trails and other hardships in search of better health. 
But news of the medical benefits of the springs traveled 
quickly. In Virginia for example, in 1751, The Virginia 
Gazette reported that "The Honerable Lewis Burwell Esq., 
President of this Colony is returned from the Medicinal 
Springs on the Frontiers, where he has been some Time past 
for the Recovery of his Health, and we hear he has received 
much Benefit by the Waters."43 Later, as the number of 
travelers increased, a person could not only "enjoy health" 
at the springs, but could also find "good Company."44 By 
the end of the century, the resorts were just as fashionable 
in America as in Britain and were not "visited by the sick 
alone" but also by the "healthiest and the most robust in 
search of pleasure and love.",5 The colonial spas were not 
as formal or extravagant as the English resorts, 
nevertheless they played social and economic roles similar 
to their English counterparts.
During the colonial period, the areas around three 
springs were developed in the backcountry of Virginia. In 
Augusta County (modern Bath County), two of these springs 
worked in tandem as resort communities during the summer 
months. Both springs were located in a valley on the 
eastern slope of the Blue Ridge Mountains. They were
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d i s c o v e r e d  b y  I n d i a n s  a n d  w e r e  f r e q u e n t e d  e v e n  b y  T i d e w a t e r  
t r i b e s  w h o  c a m p e d  n e a r b y  d u r i n g  a n n u a l  h u n t i n g  
e x p e d i t i o n s . 46 E u r o p e a n  c o l o n i s t s  e i t h e r  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  
t h e r m a l  s p r i n g s  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n s  o r  s t u m b l e d  a c r o s s  t h e m  b y  
a c c i d e n t .  Q u i c k l y ,  t h e  f a m e  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  s p r e a d  a n d  p e o p l e  
r e g u l a r l y  b e g a n  t r a v e l i n g  t o  t h e  A u g u s t a  s p r i n g s .  D r .
T h o m a s  W a l k e r  w h o  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  i n  J u l y  o f  1 7 5 0  w r o t e  " w e  
w e n t  t o  t h e  H o t  S p r i n g s  a n d  f o u n d  S i x  I n v a l i d s  t h e r e . "4 7 
W i t h  t i m e ,  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  c u r a t i v e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  s p r i n g s  
g r e w .  I n  1 7 5 9 ,  A n d r e w  B u r n a b y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  v i s i t  
s p r i n g s  p e r s o n a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  I n d i a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
r e c o r d e d  t a l e s  o f  r e m a r k a b l e  c u r e s  " s p e c i f i c  i n  v e n e r e a l  
c a s e s . " 4 8
O w n e r s h i p  o f  b o t h  t h e  W a r m  S p r i n g s  a n d  t h e  L i t t l e  W a r m  
o r  H o t  S p r i n g s  f e l l  t o  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  J o h n  L e w i s ,  a n  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r  w h o  c a m e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  1 7 4 0 ' s .  H o t  S p r i n g s  
w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  a t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a c r e  t r a c t  p a t e n t e d  b y  
L e w i s '  s o n ,  A u g u s t a  C o u n t y  s u r v e y o r  A n d r e w  L e w i s ,  f o r  
. h i m s e l f ,  h i s  b r o t h e r  T h o m a s ,  a n d  T h o m a s  B u l l i t t . 49 T h e  
t h r e e  m e n  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o f i t  f r o m  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  s p r i n g  b y  
b u i l d i n g  a n  i n n  a n d  " p r o p e r l y  s t o c k  i t  w i t h  w i n e s ,  e t c . ’’30 
T h e  t a v e r n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 7 6 6  a n d  t h e  s p r i n g s  w e r e  
i m p r o v e d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  s o m e w h a t  p r i m i t i v e :
" t h e  s p r i n g s  a r e  u p o n  a  h i l l o c k ,  a n d  c o m e  o u t  a m o n g  m u d  a n d  
g r a s s e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s ;  s o m e  h o l e s  h a v e  b e e n  c u t . . . t o  
m a k e  a  k i n d  o f  b a t h . " 31 T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  d i d  n o t  l a s t  l o n g
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a n d  B u l l i t t  b e c a m e  t h e  s o l e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
1 7 6 9 . 32
W a r m  S p r i n g s  i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t  s i x  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  H o t  
S p r i n g s .  I n  1 7 5 1 ,  a  o n e  h u n d r e d - f o r t y  a c r e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t h e r m a l  s p r i n g  w a s  s u r v e y e d  f o r  J o h n  L e w i s  
( s o n  o f  A n d r e w  o r  T h o m a s )  a n d  h i s  s o n  J o h n . 33 T h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  m o r e  l u x u r i o u s  a t  W a r m  S p r i n g s ,  a n d  i n  1 7 6 1  
a  p o o l  w a s  c r e a t e d  " i n c l o s e d  w i t h  a n  o c t a n g u l a r  w a l l ;  a b o u t  
t e n  y a r d s  a c r o s s  a n d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  a b o u t  5  f e e t  6 I n c h e s  
d e e p ,  s h a l l o w e r  a t  t h e  s i d e s . " 34 T h e  b a t h  w a s  n o t  c o v e r e d ,  
b u t  a  w a l l  w a s  a d d e d  t o  " k e e p  t h e  b a t h e r s  o u t  o f  s i g h t . " 33 
B y  1 7 5 5  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  g r o w n  u p  a r o u n d  t h e  
W a r m  S p r i n g s  a n d  t h e  a r e a  w a s  f r e q u e n t e d  b y  v i s i t o r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  p e o p l e  t r a v e l i n g  t o  t h e  s p r i n g  f r o m  o t h e r  
c o l o n i e s ,  t h o u g h  r e a c h i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  w a s  n o t  a n  e a s y  
t a s k . 36 I n  1 7 6 5 ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  R o b e r t  
J o n e s ,  J r . ,  w r o t e  t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  l a w y e r ,  E d m u n d  F a n n i n g ,  
t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h e  " r e c e i v e d  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  B e n e f i t  f r o m  
b a t h i n g "  a t  t h e  s p r i n g s ,  t r a v e l  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  
w a s  s o  d i f f i c u l t  t h a t  h i s  h e a l t h  w a s  " m u c h  i m p a i r e d "  b e f o r e  
h e  r e a c h e d  h o m e . 37
A f t e r  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  
t h e  A u g u s t a  s p r i n g s  e n c o u r a g e d  w e a l t h y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  e a s t e r n  
V i r g i n i a  t o  p u s h  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s  t o  h e l p  
d e v e l o p  t h e  a r e a  a s  a  h e a l t h  r e s o r t .  I n  1 7 6 8 ,  The Virginia 
Gazette r a n  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  a  g r o u p  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g
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b u s i n e s s m e n  w h i c h  d e t a i l e d  a  s c h e m e  f o r  a  l o t t e r y  " F o r  
r a i s i n g  t h e  s u m  o f  n i n e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s ,  t o  m a k e  a  r o a d  o v e r  
t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o  t h e  w a r m  a n d  h o t  s p r i n g s  i n  A u g u s t a  
c o u n t y . " 38 T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  H o u s e  o f  B u r g e s s e s  r e c e i v e d  
a  p e t i t i o n  f r o m  r e s i d e n t s  i n  A u g u s t a ,  B o t e t o u r t ,  H a n o v e r ,  
a n d  A l b e m a r l e  C o u n t i e s  w h i c h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  s p r i n g s  w e r e  
f r e q u e n t e d  b y  p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y .  T h e  
p e t i t i o n  a s k e d  t h e  A s s e m b l y  f o r  f u n d s  n o t  o n l y  t o  b u i l d  a  
r o a d  t o  t h e  s p r i n g s  b u t  a l s o  " f o r  b u i l d i n g  H o u s e s  f o r  t h e  
R e c e p t i o n  a n d  S e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  p o o r  S i c k  w h o  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  
S p r i n g s . " 39 T h e  A s s e m b l y  p a s s e d  a  l a w  i n  1 7 7 2  c a l l i n g  f o r  
a  t o l l  r o a d  t o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  J e n n i n g s  G a p  t o  H a r m  
S p r i n g s  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o o r  h o u s e s . 60
A s  r e s o r t  c o m m u n i t i e s , t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  H o t  S p r i n g s  
a n d  H a r m  S p r i n g s  w a s  h i g h l y  s e a s o n a l ,  r e a c h i n g  i t s  p e a k  
d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s . 61 H i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  r e s o r t s ,  w e a l t h y  e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a n s  
c o m p e t e d  t o  b u y  u p  l a n d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r i g h t s . 62 I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  h o m e s  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H a r m  
S p r i n g s ,  " a b o u t  a  d o z e n  l o g  c a b i n s "  h o u s e d  t h e  s u m m e r  
v i s i t o r s ,  w h i c h  P h i l i p  F i t h i a n  e s t i m a t e d  i n  1 7 7 6  t o  n u m b e r  
" b e t w e e n  t w o  &  t h r e e  h u n d r e d . " 63 T h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  
r e s o r t s  d i d  n o t  r e l y  o n  w o r d  o f  m o u t h  a l o n e .  T h o m a s  B u l l i t t  
w a s  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  The Virginia Gazette b y  1 7 7 0 . 64
T h e  s u m m e r  p o p u l a t i o n  b r o u g h t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  
a n d  v a r i e t y  o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g
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t h e  s p r i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n t o  l a r g e  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  r e m i n i s c e n t  
o f  P u b l i c  T i m e s  i n  W i l l i a m s b u r g  o r  c o u r t  d a y s  a t  i s o l a t e d  
c o u n t y  s e a t s . 69 T h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  w a s  b a s e d  
p r i m a r i l y  o n  t h i s  s u m m e r  t r a f f i c .  M e r c h a n t s  w i t h  t i e s  i n  
S t a u n t o n  o p e n e d  s t o r e s  i n  W a r m  S p r i n g s ,  b u t  t h e s e  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  t o o ,  o p e r a t e d  o n  a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s . 66 M a n y  o f  
t h e  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  H o t  S p r i n g s  a n d  W a r m  S p r i n g s  
p u r s u e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  E v e n  T h o m a s  B u l l i t t ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  H o t  S p r i n g s  t a v e r n ,  d e v e l o p e d  a  
m a r k e t  i n  h o r s e s ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  r a c i n g  s t o c k . 67 O t h e r s  
o p e r a t e d  g r i s t m i l l s  o n  t h e  s t r e a m s  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  J a c k s o n  
R i v e r .  H o w e v e r  m o s t  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  f a r m e r s ,  w h o  t o o k  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y ' s  r i c h  f a r m l a n d . 68
A l t h o u g h  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a t  t h e  A u g u s t a  s p r i n g s  
f u n c t i o n e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  a t t r a c t  r e s o r t  b u s i n e s s  t o  t h e  
v a l l e y ,  t h e y  g r e w  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s .  H o t  S p r i n g s  r e m a i n e d  
t h e  s m a l l e r  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e t t l e  a r o u n d  
t h e  s p r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  A t t e m p t s  t o  m a k e  
t h e  t o w n  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  w e r e  m a d e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 7 7 8 ,  a l t h o u g h  
i t  w a s  n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n t i l  1 7 9 3 . 69 S i m i l a r l y ,  p e o p l e  
s e t t l e d  i n  W a r m  S p r i n g s  u n t i l  i t  p r o s p e r e d  b e y o n d  t h e  
c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  i t s  s e a s o n a l  i n d u s t r y -  I n  1 7 7 1 ,  w h e n  
f r o n t i e r s m a n  S i m o n  K e n t o n  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  i t  c o n t a i n e d  
" a  H a l f  d o z e n  o r  m o r e  d u s t y  s t r e e t s . . . . S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  t w o  s t o r i e s  t a l l  a n d  q u i t e  w e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a m i d  a  c l u s t e r  o f  c a b i n s  b u i l t  o f  r o u g h  l o g s . " 70 W h e n  B a t h
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C o u n t y  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  1 7 9 0 ,  W a r m  S p r i n g s  b e c a m e  i t s  c o u n t y  
t o w n . 7 1
A  s e c o n d  r e s o r t  a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r e a c h e s  
o f  F r e d e r i c k  C o u n t y  ( m o d e r n  M o r g a n  C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a )  a t  
t h e  s i t e  o f  a n o t h e r  t h e r m a l  s p r i n g .  L i k e  t h e  A u g u s t a  
s p r i n g s ,  t h e  F r e d e r i c k  s p r i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  w a s  f r e q u e n t e d  b y  
I n d i a n s .  T h e  w a t e r s  w e r e  r e v e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  h e a l i n g  p o w e r s  
a n d  a t t r a c t e d  t r i b e s  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  r e g i o n  t o  t h e  
C a r o l i n a s .  A l t h o u g h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S i x  N a t i o n s ,  D e l a w a r e s ,  
T u s c a r o r a ,  a n d  C a t a w b a s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  a t  w a r  w i t h  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  t h e  F r e d e r i c k  s p r i n g  w a s  a n  a r e a  o f  t r u c e . 72 W i t h  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 's, t h e  l o r e  o f  
t h e  s p r i n g  q u i c k l y  a t t r a c t e d  p e o p l e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  i m p r o v e d  
h e a l t h .  P i l g r i m s  t o  t h e  s i t e  b e g a n  t o  e r e c t  c a b i n s  a s  e a r l y  
a s  1 7 4 5 .  T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  e n o u g h  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  
s p r i n g  f o r  M o r a v i a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  L. S c h n e l l  a n d  V i t u s  
H a n d r u p  t o  o b s e r v e  " f o r  a  w h i l e  t h e  m a n y  s i c k  p e o p l e . " 73
F r e d e r i c k ’s w a r m  s p r i n g  w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  L o r d  F a i r f a x ' s  
N o r t h e r n  N e c k  t r a c t .  I n  1 7 4 8 ,  h e  s e n t  a  s u r v e y  p a r t y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a  y o u n g  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  w h i c h  t r a v e l e d  t o  " s e e  
y. F a m ' d  W a r m  S p r i n g s ."74 F a i r f a x  f o l l o w e d  I n d i a n  
p r e c e d e n t  a n d  t h e  s e t  t h e  a r e a  a s i d e  " f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  
s u f f e r i n g  h u m a n i t y "  i n  1 7 5 6 ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
l a y i n g  o u t  a  t o w n . 75 C e r t a i n l y  F a i r f a x ' s  m o v e  w a s  n o t  a n  
e m p t y  g e s t u r e ,  f o r  t h e  s p r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t r a c t  e v e n
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g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  o f  p a t r o n s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  s p r i n g  i n  F r e d e r i c k  
C o u n t y  w a s  f r e q u e n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  A u g u s t a  s p r i n g s  b e c a u s e  
o f  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  a n d  i t s  g r e a t e r  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y . 76 W h i l e  L o r d  F a i r f a x  e r e c t e d  a  h o u s e  a t  t h e  
s p r i n g ,  m o s t  v i s i t o r s  t h r e w  u p  r o u g h  h u t s ,  s t a k e d  t e n t s ,  o r  
s o u g h t  w h a t e v e r  s h e l t e r  w a s  a v a i l a b l e .  B u t  d e s p i t e  t h e  
r o u g h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  s p r i n g  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  
w i t h  s o m e  d e c o r u m -  G r a d u a l l y ,  e v e n  a  p r o t o c o l  b e g a n  t o  
d e v e l o p  a t  t h e  s p r i n g  w h e r e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  b a t h e d  
a l t e r n a t e l y ;  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  " h o l l o w  s c o o p e d  i n  t h e  s a n d , "  b y  
t h e  b l a s t  o f  a  h o r n . 77
W a s h i n g t o n ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  c o n t i n u e d ,  a n d  i n  
1 7 6 0  h e  e v e n  a p p r o a c h e d  F a i r f a x  a b o u t  p u r c h a s i n g  c h e  
p r o p e r t y . 77 W a s h i n g t o n  v i s i t e d  t h e  s p r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  
l i f e t i m e ,  l e a v i n g  a  r e c o r d  o f  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W h e n  h e  
t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  1 7 6 1 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n  " f o u n d  
o f  b o t h  s e x e s  a b o u t  2 ( 5 ) 0  P e o p l e . . . f u l l  o f  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  
d i s e a s e s  &  C o m p l a i n t s . "7 8 H e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  f o o d  a n d  
. p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  l o d g i n g  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  
o n l y  t o  t h o s e  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s t r u c t  i t :  " h a d  w e  n o t
s u c c e e d e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a  T e n t  &  m a r q u e e  f r o m  W i n c h e s t e r  w e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  a  m o s t  m i s e r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  h e r e . " 79 B y  
1 7 6 7 ,  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  s p r i n g  h a d  i m p r o v e d  e n o u g h  f o r  h i m  
t o  s t a r t  b r i n g i n g  h i s  w i f e .  T h e  c o u p l e  r e t u r n e d  t w o  y e a r s  
l a t e r  w i t h  P a t s y  C u s t i s ,  h o p i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  h e r  e p i l e p s y .
T h e y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  Mr .  M e r c e r ,  t h o u g h  w o r k e r s  h a d
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t o  b e  c a l l e d  t o  m a k e  s o m e  r e p a i r s .  B y  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  
p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l y  o f  l a b o r  a t  t h e  s p r i n g ,  f o r  W a s h i n g t o n  a l s o  
o r d e r e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  a r b o r  f o r  P a t s y ,  a n d  a r r a n g e d  
f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  m e a t ,  p o u l t r y ,  e g g s ,  b u t t e r  a n d  
v e g e t a b l e s .  H e  a l s o  h i r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  b a k e r  a n d  a  
b l a c k s m i t h . 80 L a t e r  W a s h i n g t o n  h a d  a  c o t t a g e  o f  h i s  o w n  
b u i l t  a t  t h e  s p r i n g  w h i c h  h e  u s e d  d u r i n g  h i s  p r e s i d e n c y . 81
A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  a n  a t t e m p t  w a s  
m a d e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  h o r d e s  o f  p e o p l e  f l o c k i n g  t o  t h e  
F r e d e r i c k  s p r i n g  a n d  b r i n g  o r d e r  t o  t h e  o d d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d .  I n  1 7 7 6 ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
A s s e m b l y  c r e a t e d  f i f t y  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n t o  t h e  t o w n  o f  B a t h  
( m o d e r n  B e r k e l e y  S p r i n g s ) . L o t s  w e r e  t o  b e  s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  
a u c t i o n  a f t e r  b e i n g  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  The V i r g i n i a  Gazette f o r  
t h r e e  m o n t h s .  T h e  a c t  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  s a l e  o f  l o t s  t h a t  
c o n t a i n e d  a n y  h o u s e s  b u i l t  b y  L o r d  F a i r f a x ,  b u t  h o u s e s  b u i l t  
b y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w e r e  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d  w i t h i n  s i x  
m o n t h s .  T h e  s p r i n g  i t s e l f  w a s  o n c e  a g a i n  r e s e r v e d  " t o  a n d  
f o r  t h e  p u b l i c k  u s e  a n d  b e n e f i t . " 82
W h e n  t h e  t o w n  w a s  l a i d  o u t  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  i t  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  a  g r i d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  s t r e e t s  c u t t i n g  t h e  t o w n  i n t o  
b l o c k s  o f  m o s t l y  s i x ,  h a l f - a c r e  l o t s  e a c h  ( S e e  m a p  2 9 ) .
B a t h  S q u a r e ,  c o n t a i n i n g  f o u r  a c r e s  o f  l a n d ,  w a s  s e t  o f f  
a r o u n d  t h e  s p r i n g  i n  a  m o d i f i e d
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M A P  29  
B a t h
U n t i t l e d  M a p  o f  B a t h ,  V i r g i n i a  ( B e r k e l e y  S p r i n g s ,  W e s t  
V i r g i n i a .  F a i r f a x  F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  A r c h i v e s  a n d  
R e c o r d s  D i v i s i o n ,  T h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  a n d  
A r c h i v e s ,  R i c h m o n d ,  c. 1 7 7 7 .
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Renaissance style. It was entered from the north by Wilks 
Street, from the south by Henry Street, and from the east by 
Bath Street in typical Renaissance fashion. However, two 
other streets. Liberty and Fairfax, also entered the square 
on its eastern side. Several of the town's other street 
names reveal the fervor of support for the American 
Revolution. They included Congress, Independence, Union, 
and Washington Streets.83
Even before the town of Bath was created, Frederick's 
spring was a flourishing resort where members of all classes 
gathered.84 Philip Fithian traveled to the spring in 1775 
more than a year before the Assembly incorporate the town.
As late as September he found the place filled with four 
hundred people, about half of whom were "visibly disposed," 
and "Many in sore Distress."8 3 But the town also abounded 
with people who came for other reasons than to take the 
waters. At night, the "little bush Village" was full of 
"promiscuous Company" attending a "splendid Ball," playing 
cards, and participating in "Amusements in all Shapes," all 
while a "Methodist Preacher was haranguing the People" a 
short distance away.86 Late at night throughout the town, 
the air was filled with "soft & continual Serenades at 
different Houses where the Ladies lodge," as the search for 
marriage partners was carried out, occasionally creating 
havoc as in the case of the Scot who broke into the "Lodging 
Room of buxom Kate...compell'd, by the irresistable Call of
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Renewed Nature."87
Later in the century, Bath remained a flourishing 
resort town. People in search of relief for their ailments 
continued to frequent the community, but most came to "seek 
society and distraction."88 To that end Lord Fairfax's 
home served as a ballroom and assembly room for social 
gatherings, and later a log theater was built.89 Like the 
resorts in Augusta County, Bath’s economy continued to be 
highly seasonal. Residents made what money they could 
"living in winter on what they can earn during the 'genteel 
season.'"90 But unlike the people of Warm Springs and Hot 
Springs, the residents of Bath preferred "to bring in 
everything from abroad," making living in the settlement a 
very expensive prospect.91 During the summer months market 
days were lively, complete with groups of "drunken 
champions" who roamed the streets looking for fights. But 
once the season passed, even the merchants left town.92 
Bath, Virginia was truly a "place of wickedness" after the 
best English fashion.93
Whether the trading towns in the backcountry of 
Virginia and North Carolina dealt in goods or services, 
commercial activities dominated the lives of their citizens, 
indeed provided the impetus for the towns' creation. As the 
would-be founders of Gloucester and Prince George Town 
discovered, creating a trading town took more than marking
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out lots or the passage of legislation. Like other 
backcountry communities, successful trading towns tended to 
be founded around some kind of feature, growing around a 
mill, inn, or in the case of the three resorts, a thermal 
spring. Once founded, the level of success a trading 
community achieved depended on the development of 
connections to other towns and the presence of a regional 
population sufficiently large enough to provide a market for 
goods and services.
Much of the difference in the level of commerce in the 
trading towns was determined by location. Harrisburg, for 
example, developed as a trading post along a path through 
the central Piedmont. While the trading path provided 
enough traffic to sustain a certain level of trade, it was 
not large enough to promote large scale development. 
Consequently, Harrisburg remained a small settlement. On 
the other hand. Cross Creek, with its advantageous location 
at the head of the Cape Fear River, grew to serve as an 
■outlet for merchants and traders seeking access to a port. 
Furthermore the large population of Cumberland County 
provided the town with an active local market. Similarly, 
Bath grew larger than Warm Springs and Hot Springs because 
it was located near a larger population center and was more 
easily accessible. But the influences of location and the 
level of commerce was not exclusive to the trading towns.
Trade directly influenced the development of all of the
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towns in the backcountry. Whether serving as service 
centers, mercantile outlets, agricultural collection points, 
or areas of craft and industrial production, backcountry 
communities depended on trade to survive. From the simple 
economy of an agricultural village such as Bethania, to the 
extremely diversified economy of a town like Winchester, 
commercial interests shaped the prosperity, the growth, even 
the existence of a backcountry town. A town did not have to 
be part of an elaborate web of central places to survive, 
but it did need to maintain links with other communities. 
Most towns used the links to acquire products otherwise 
unavailable to them. However, the connections were 
important if only, as the citizens of Anson County pointed 
out, to acquire money with which to pay taxes. In some 
capacity, all of the backcountry towns were trading towns.
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Chapter VI 
Conclusion
Before 1744 there were no towns in the Great Valley, 
Piedmont Southside of Virginia, or Piedmont North Carolina. 
By end of the colonial period, a number of urban centers had 
been established in the region. Their development is a 
reflection of the rapid pace of growth and change which 
occurred in the backcountry during the third quarter of the 
eighteenth century. The massive influx of settlers into the 
region created the demand for government administration and 
a judicial system. The advent of the Seven Years War 
intensified concerns over safety and defence. Agricultural 
development required systems of communication, 
transportation, and commerce.1 At points throughout the 
backcountry, towns were founded to meet those needs. Soon, 
Virginia consisted of a primarily rural central area 
bordered by the older, more settled Tidewater (including 
towns along the Fall Zone such as Petersburg, Richmond, 
Fredericksburg, and Alexandria), and a line of towns running 
the length of the Great Valley. In North
301
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Carolina, towns stood along the major routes stretching 
through the Piedmont to coastal ports Virginia (See map 
30).2 Towns had become a significant part of backcountry 
life.
In the seventeenth century, the colonial governments of 
Virginia and North Carolina failed in their attempts to 
create towns through legislation. It should be no surprise 
then that the success of eighteenth-century towns was not 
greatly influenced by legislative activity. Indeed, only 
two backcountry towns were created through government 
initiative. Of those, Gloucester never materialized and 
Campbellton maintained a meager existence until it was 
engulfed by its more proserous neighbor, Cross Creek. 
Similarly, acts of incorporation are a poor measure of a 
community’s success because of legislative zeal to create 
corporations in some instances and a great reluctance to 
grant corporate status in others.3 For example, of the 
twenty-eight towns which were founded or attempted in the 
region, six were incorporated in the year they were created, 
while twelve communities, including Salem and Cross Creek - 
two of the largest and most successful backcountry towns - 
were not incorporated during tha colonial period.4 Of the 
remaining towns, on average they were legally recognized 
within seven years of their establishment.9 Staunton, 
after its initial act of incorporation was rescinded, had to 
wait thirteen years for corporate status, and Salisbury had
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to wait seventeen years.
While the acts of incorporation do little to gauge such 
factors as population growth or economic importance, they do 
give hints as to the motives behind the establishment of a 
town.6 Defence is mentioned as a motive in the acts 
recognizing seven towns, six of which were incorporated 
during the Seven Years War.7 Concerns over inland trade 
are mentioned in eight acts.8 Three charters note that a 
group or individual made a gift of land to establish a 
county seat.9 The reason given incorporating a community, 
in the case of ten of the sixteen incorporated towns, was 
the fact that an entrepreneur had laid it out into streets 
and lots.10
Defence, trade, gifts to the court, and private 
initiative were all important in the creation of backcountry 
towns. The most common type of community was the county 
seat. Eleven of the twenty-eight towns in the region were 
founded to serve as administrative centers and three other 
.communities became court towns as new counties were created. 
Twelve migrant towns were established on or near the Great 
Wagon Road out of Pennsylvania to serve as way stations for 
settlers moving south, providing them with supplies and a 
safe haven. Towns established as trading centers included 
two unsuccessful ventures, one struggling legislated town, 
two successful communities, and three resorts. War was an 
important factor in town development, directly contributing
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to the creation of six communities as settlers banded 
together for safety, as well as helping the economies of 
several others by creating a special need for goods and 
services. Finally, in almost every case, individuals were 
instrumental in the creation or early development of these 
communities. Usually members of the local elite, these 
people made offers of land to the county in an attempt to
capture the court, created a town in response to neighbors
flocking nearby for safety, or attempted to establish a 
commercial center. Rarely did these communities serve in 
only one capacity. Towns which depended solely on the 
business of the court, for example, were highly vulnerable 
to failure because of possible county divisions. Similarly, 
attempts to create a trading town in anticipation of a local
or regional need were rarely successful. The most
prosperous backcountry towns were those communities which 
served in several capacities.
The genesis of towns in the backcountry did not follow 
any one pattern. Few towns began as a group of houses and 
grew without any order or guidance. On the other hand, few 
towns were simply founded on a cleared stretch of land. 
Instead, half of the towns founded in the Virginia and North 
Carolina backcountry began as settlements around sorce 
important structure. Staunton, Cross Creek, Strasburg, 
Hitetown, Martinsburg, and Fincastle all began as mill 
settlements. Private forts were the basis of Mecklenburg
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and Stephensburg, while Dalstonburg was founded at a powder 
magazine. New London, Harrisburg, and Richmond were 
established at the site of existing stores. Finally, while 
Woodstock was laid out around a church, Feytonsburg was 
established around a courthouse. Though the landowners 
would eventually lay out lots and streets around these 
features, many of the entrepreneurs did not actually 
establish a town until a sizeable population was already 
living at the site.
Geography also played an important role in the creation 
of a backcountry town- For Hot Springs, Warm Springs, and 
Bath, thermal springs provided the towns with the basis for 
their existence. But geography influenced the site 
selection of other towns as well. One leading factor in the 
choice of a townsite was availability of water. Town 
founders also tended to locate communities on a level 
stretch of land, although in the Piedmont, they often chose 
to build on a hill or small rise. Meanwhile in the more 
mountainous regions, town founders preferred to build in 
valleys. Finally, entrepreneurs were very concerned that 
their towns had an outlet to the rest of the colony.
In the coastal plain, rivers had determined the sites 
of most towns. In the backcountry, some towns were also 
established on or near rivers, but these waterways were 
usually narrow and shallow, with periodic stretches of 
rapids. Mecklenburg, Hillsborough, Gloucester, Prince
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G e o r g e  T o w n ,  C r o s s  C r e e k ,  a n d  C a m p b e l l t o n  w e r e  a l l  f o u n d e d  
b e s i d e  r i v e r s ,  b u t  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  t o w n s ,  t h e  r i v e r  w a s  
n o t  a  m a j o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e .  I n s t e a d ,  M e c k l e n b u r g  
p r o f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  f o r d  a n d  f e r r y  a c r o s s  t h e  P o t o m a c  w h i l e  
m i l l e r s  i n  H i l l s b o r o u g h  u s e d  t h e  E n o e  a s  a  p o w e r  s o u r c e .
H a d  G l o u c e s t e r  a n d  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  T o w n  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e i r  
m e r c h a n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  m a k e  o n l y  s m a l l  s h i p m e n t s  
o f  g o o d s  b y  r a f t  o n  t h e  P e e  D e e .  O n l y  C r o s s  C r e e k  a n d  
C a m p b e l l t o n  w e r e  w e l l  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  
o f  w a t e r  t r a d e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  
t h e  C a p e  F e a r  b e c a m e  n a v i g a b l e .
I n s t e a d  o f  w a t e r w a y s ,  m a j o r  o v e r l a n d  t r a d i n g  r o a d s  w e r e  
m u c h  m o r e  v i t a l  t o  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s ,  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  m a i n  
r o u t e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a n d  c o m m e r c e .  T h e  
t w o  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r o u t e s  w e r e  t h e  G r e a t  W a g o n  R o a d  a n d  t h e  
O c c o n e e c h e e  T r a d i n g  P a t h .  T w e l v e  t o w n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a l o n g  t h e  w a g o n  r o a d  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  M a r t i n s b u r g  a n d  H i t e t o w n  
t o  S a l i s b u r y  a n d  b e y o n d .  T h e  r o a d  g a v e  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s  a 
n o r t h e r n  f o c u s  w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  B a l t i m o r e  a n d  
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t o w n s  o n  t h e  T r a d i n g  P a t h  t h r o u g h  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i n c l u d e d  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  S a l i s b u r y ,  
a n d  C h a r l o t t e .  U n t i l  o t h e r  r o a d s  w e r e  c r e a t e d ,  t h e  t r a d i n g  
p a t h  g a v e  t h e s e  t o w n s  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  T i d e w a t e r  
V i r g i n i a .
I n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o l o n i e s .  C e n t r a l  P l a c e  T h e o r y  h a s  b e e n  
p r o p o s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f
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c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  w h e r e  t h e  
s y s t e m  o f  l a n d  a n d  l e v e l  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p r o p r i e t o r s  s e r v e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  t o w n s  w i t h  s o m e  
l e v e l  o f  e v e n  d i s t r i b u t i o n . 11 H o w e v e r  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  
o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  P l a c e  T h e o r y  is  
n o t  a p p l i c a b l e .  T o w n s  o f  v a r y i n g  s i z e s  a n d  l e v e l s  o f  
i n d u s t r y  a n d  t r a d e  d i d  d e v e l o p ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  n o  
s y s t e m  o f  r e g u l a r  d i s t r i b u t i o n . 1 2 T r a d i n g  l i n k s  w e r e  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t o w n s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
e l a b o r a t e  w e b  o f  d e p e n d e n c y  a m o n g  c e n t r a l  p l a c e s .  I n s t e a d ,  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t o w n s  t e n d e d  t o  b e  l i n e a r ,  
c r e a t i n g  t w o  m a i n  t r a d i n g  p a t t e r n s ;  o n e  e x t e n d i n g  d o w n  t h e  
G r e a t  V a l l e y ,  t h e  o t h e r  m o v i n g  w e s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  P i e d m o n t  t o  
t h e  c o a s t .
A l o n g  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  c o r r i d o r ,  t h e  m a i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  
c o m m e r c e  e c h o e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  l i n e a r  
a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t o w n s  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  M a r t i n s b u r g  t o  S a l i s b u r y  
d e v e l o p e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  f l o w  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
a n d  M a r y l a n d .  T h e  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  t o w n s  o f  
W i n c h e s t e r ,  S t a u n t o n ,  S a l e m ,  a n d  S a l i s b u r y  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  
s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  s e t t l e r s  w i t h  e s s e n t i a l  
s u p p l i e s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  t h e y  n e e d e d  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  j o u r n e y . 13 I n  t h e  G r e a t  V a l l e y ,  t h e s e  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  
a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  c o l l e c t i o n  c e n t e r s  f o r  r e g i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  l i v e s t o c k ,  g r a i n ,  a n d  h e m p ,  w h i c h  w o u l d
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e i t h e r  b e  s h i p p e d  i n t o  S t a u n t o n  a n d  W i n c h e s t e r ,  o r  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  m a i n  c o m m e r c i a l  o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e  V a l l e y  -  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
a n d  B a l t i m o r e . 14
A l t h o u g h  t h e  G r e a t  W a g o n  R o a d  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a i n  a r t e r y  
f o r  c o m m e r c e  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d ,  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  c r e a t e  e a s t - w e s t  t i e s  b e t w e e n  
c i t i e s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  a n d  T i d e w a t e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  W i n c h e s t e r  
d e v e l o p e d  l i n k s  w i t h  A l e x a n d r i a  a n d  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  w h i l e  
S t a u n t o n  a n d  N e w  L o n d o n  h a d  t i e s  w i t h  R i c h m o n d  a n d  
P e t e r s b u r g . 1 5 T h e  t o w n s  s t a n d i n g  a t  c r o s s  r o a d s  e s p e c i a l l y  
p r o f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a v e l e r s .  W i n c h e s t e r ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  p r o f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  s e a s o n a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  p i l g r i m s  t o  
B a t h  a n d  p e o p l e  m o v i n g  i n t o  t h e  O h i o  v a l l e y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  f l o w  o f  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  u p  t h e  v a l l e y - 
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  e c o n o m i e s  o f  S t a u n t o n  a n d  N e w  L o n d o n  
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  s p r i n g s  a n d  
i n t o  t h e  S o u t h s i d e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  
P e n n s y l v a n i a .
T h e  s e c o n d  n e t w o r k  o f  t r a d e  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  P i e d m o n t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  T h e  w e s t e r n  t o w n s  
a l o n g  t h e  W a g o n  R o a d  ( S a l i s b u r y ,  B e t h a b a r a ,  B e t h a n i a ,  a n d  
S a l e m )  m a i n t a i n e d  l i n k s  w i t h  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  b u t  t h e s e  
c o n n e c t i o n s  l a r g e l y  s e r v e d  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  t r a f f i c .  A l t h o u g h  
s o m e  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  s e n t  n o r t h ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  t o w n s  e a r l y  
s o u g h t  c l o s e r  o u t l e t s  t o  t h e  e a s t .  A t  f i r s t ,  c o n n e c t i o n s  
w i t h  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d  P e t e r s b u r g  d o m i n a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e
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e x i s t i n g  t r a d i n g  p a t h s ,  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  r i v e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
a t t r a c t i o n  o f  m e r c h a n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h e s e  t o w n s .16 
H i l l s b o r o u g h  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  t i e s  w i t h  P e t e r s b u r g  f o r  t h e  
s a m e  r e a s o n s .  H o w e v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t i e s ,  
w o r k e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e t w o r k  o f  r o a d s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  d i r e c t  t r a d e  t o w a r d s  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  p o r t s .  S o o n  
m i d l a n d  t o w n s  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  f a l l  z o n e  d e v e l o p e d  t o  a t t r a c t  
t h e  f l o w  o f  g o o d s  f r o m  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  s u c h  a s  s k i n s ,  
l i v e s t o c k ,  a n d  g r a i n ,  a n d  d i r e c t  i t  i n t o  W i l m i n g t o n .
H a l i f a x  s e r v e d  H i l l s b o r o u g h  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  o f  m i d l a n d  
t o w n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  t r a d e  f l o w e d  t o  
C r o s s  C r e e k  w h i c h  h a d ,  t h r o u g h  W i l m i n g t o n ,  a  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  c o a s t . 17
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  t w o  t r a d i n g  n e t w o r k s , 
t o w n s  w e r e  a l s o  t i e d  i n t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e i r  
s u r r o u n d i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  g o o d s  a n d  
s e r v i c e s . 18 C e r t a i n l y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n s  i n f l u e n c e d  
t h e  v o l u m e  o f  l o c a l  t r a d e  t h e y  w o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e ;  p r o x i m i t y  
t o  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  s e r v e d  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
c o m m e r c e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  p r o d u c t s  o f f e r e d ,  a s  
w a s  t h e  c a s e  o f  t o w n s  n e a r  W i n c h e s t e r . 19 T h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
l a r g e r  t o w n s  w a s  n o t  s o l e l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  
t r a d e .  W i n c h e s t e r  w a s  a  s i z e a b l e  c o m m u n i t y  b e f o r e  i t  t i e d  
i n t o  t h e  w h e a t  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  t r a d e ,  t h r i v i n g  a s  a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  l a r g e l y  p o p u l a t e d
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
312
r e g i o n . 20 W i n c h e s t e r ,  S t a u n t o n ,  S a l i s b u r y ,  a n d  
H i l l s b o r o u g h  a l l  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t o w n s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a  r e g i o n  s o m e t i m e s  h a d  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s .
W h a t  o f  t h e  t o w n s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t y i n g  
i n t o  t h e  t w o  m a i n  t r a d i n g  n e t w o r k s ?  S o m e  t o w n s  b e n e f i t e d  
f r o m  t h e  n e t w o r k s  w h i l e  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e m  d i r e c t l y .  
C a m p b e l l t o n  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  i t s  m o n o p o l y  o n  t h e  
t o b a c c o  t r a d e  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r c i n g  s o m e  c o m m e r c e  
a w a y  f r o m  C r o s s  C r e e k .  S i m i l a r l y ,  H a r r i s b u r g  a n d  C h a r l o t t e  
s u r v i v e d  o f f  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c  a l o n g  t h e  T r a d i n g  
P a t h ,  w h i l e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  t r a d e  o n  a  
l a r g e  s c a l e .  O n  t h e  S o u t h s i d e ,  t o w n s  w e r e  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
v u l n e r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  t r a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  V a l l e y  a n d  t h e  
T i d e w a t e r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  l a r g e  t o w n s  t o  m e e t  i t s  n e e d s .  
P e y t o n s b u r g  a n d  C h a t h a m ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  r a p i d l y  d e c l i n e d  a f t e r  
t h e i r  s t i n t s  a s  a d m i n s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r s .  T h e  m e r c a n t i l e  n e e d s  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  m e t  b y  S c o t t i s h  s t o r e s .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  t i m e  o f  w a r  D a l s t o n b u r g  p r o s p e r e d ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  i n d u s t r i e s ,  t h e  t o w n  d e c l i n e d .  I n  t h e  
S o u t h s i d e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  t h e  
c o u n t y  c o u r t  p r o v i d e d  t o w n s  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
s u r v i v e  u n t i l  i t  c o u l d  d e v e l o p  a  m o r e  d i v e r s e  e c o n o m y .
T h e  f o r m  o f  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s  d i f f e r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  p l a n n i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s k i l l
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o f  t h e  d e s i g n e r s -  C o n t r a r y  t o  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f ,  t o w n  p l a n s  
t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  o r g a n i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  w e r e  
r a r e .  O n l y  B e t h a b a r a ,  C r o s s  C r e e k ,  D a l s t o n b u r g ,  a n d  
H i t e t o w n  g r e w  w i t h o u t  a n y  o v e r a l l  s c h e m e -  O f  t h o s e  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a  p l a n  w a s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  B e t h a b a r a  a f e w  y e a r s  
a f t e r  i t  w a s  f o u n d e d ,  D a l s t o n b u r g  m a y  o r i g i n a l l y  h a v e  h a d  a 
p l a n  w h i c h  w a s  l o s t ,  a n d  H i t e t o w n  s i m p l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  l i n e  
o f  l o t s  a l o n g  a  r o a d  s i d e .  T o  t h e  o t h e r  e x t r e m e ,  t o w n s  
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  B a r o q u e  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  e v e n  m o r e  r a r e .  
O n l y  f o u r  B a r o q u e  t o w n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
c o l o n i e s  a n d  t h r e e  o f  t h o s e  s e r v e d  a s  c o l o n i a l  c a p i t a l s .  I n  
t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  t h e  M o r a v i a n s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  a n  e l a b o r a t e  
c i r c u l a r  t o w n  d e s i g n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  r e j e c t e d  a s  b e i n g  t o o  
c o s t l y  a n d  i l l - s u i t e d  t o  t h e  l a n d .  T h e  o n l y  B a r o q u e  
b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n  a c t u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  w a s  R i c h m o n d .  T h e  
p l a n s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s  w e r e  m o r e  s i m p l e  
i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n .
B y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  t o w n  p l a n  a d o p t e d  s o m e  f o r m  o f  a  
r e c t i l i n e a r  g r i d i r o n  p a t t e r n  o f  s t r e e t s .  T h i s  d e s i g n  w a s  
s i m p l e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  e a s y  t o  l a y  o u t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  
g r i d i r o n  p a t t e r n  c o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
t e r r a i n ,  b y  d i f f e r i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  b l o c k s  a n d  t h e  s p a c i n g  o f  
c r o s s  s t r e e t s .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  w a s  a d o p t e d  f o r  s e v e n t e e n  
b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s  i n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  m o s t  
l i k e l y  i n  m a n y  o f  t h e  t o w n s  w h o s e  p l a n s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  
e x t a n t .  T h e  d e s i g n  v a r i e d  w i d e l y  i n  t h e  s i z e  a n d  s h a p e  o f
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b l o c k s ,  t h e  s h a p e  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  l o t s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  
l e n g t h  o f  s t r e e t s ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  c o m m o n l a n d s  a n d  o u t l o t s .  
T h e  d e s i g n s  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  s i m p l e  c r o s s i n g  o f  t w o  s t r e e t s  
i n  t h e  p l a n  o f  P e y t o n s b u r g  t o  t h e  p l a n  o f  C a m p b e l l t o n  w i t h  
i t s  u s e  o f  s y m m e t r y  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e  
s q u a r e .
T h e  t o w n  s q u a r e  w a s  a  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t  u s e d  i n  s e v e r a l  
b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s .  I n  i t s  s i m p l e s t  f o r m ,  a  s q u a r e  c o u l d  b e  
c r e a t e d  b y  l o c a t i n g  a  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a  m a j o r  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  -  a  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  S a l i s b u r y  a n d  C h a r l o t t e ,  a n d  
a  c h u r c h  i n  W o o d s t o c k .  B y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  o f t e n  u s e d  s q u a r e  
w a s  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e ,  a  l a r g e  o p e n  s p a c e  c r e a t e d  a t  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  c r o s s i n g ,  w i t h  s t r e e t s  e n t e r i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  
s i d e s  o f  t h e  g r e e n .  T h i s  t y p e  w a s  u s e d  i n  B e t h a b a r a ,  
B e t h a n i a ,  S t r a s b u r g ,  C a m p b e l l t o n ,  a n d  M a r t i n s b u r g  w h i l e  a 
v a r i a t i o n  w a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  p l a n  f o r  B a t h .  S a l e m  w a s  t h e  o n l y  
t o w n  w h i c h  u s e d  a  M e d i e v a l  s q u a r e  c r e a t e d  s i m p l y  b y  l e a v i n g  
a n  e m p t y  b l o c k ,  t h o u g h  H i l l s b o r o u g h ' s  d e s i g n  u t i l i z e d  i t  i n  
a  m o d i f i e d  f o r m .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d i a g o n a l  a v e n u e s  i n  R i c h m o n d  
c r e a t e d  t r a p e z o i d a l  g r e e n s .  W h i l e  m a n y  t o w n  p l a n s  u s e d  a  
s q u a r e  i n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  a r e a  w a s  o f t e n  v i e w e d  a s  w a s t e d  l a n d .  
T h e  l a n d  d e v o t e d  t o  p u b l i c  s p a c e  w a s  d r a w n  i n t o  t h e  t o w n l o t  
s y s t e m  i n  B e t h a n i a ,  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  a n d  S t r a s b u r g .
T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
c o u n t y  c o u r t  i n  b a c k c o u n t r y  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  i n  i t s e l f  v e r y  
t e l l i n g .  T h i r t e e n  t o w n s  h a d  n e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  n o r  a  c h u r c h
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d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e s e  w e r e
t h e  t o w n s  w h i c h  f a i l e d  ( G l o u c e s t e r ,  P e y t o n s b u r g ,  P r i n c e
G e o r g e  T o w n ,  a n d  C h a t h a m ) , d e v e l o p e d  v e r y  s l o w l y
( D a l s t o n b u r g ,  C a m p b e l l t o n ,  a n d  H i t e t o w n ) , w e r e  f o u n d e d  l a t e
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  ( R i c h m o n d ) , o r  h a d  s e a s o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  (Hot
S p r i n g s ,  W a r m  S p r i n g s ,  a n d  B a t h ) .  H o w e v e r ,  n e i t h e r  C r o s s
C r e e k ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  e c o n o m i c  c e n t e r ,  n o r
S t e p h e n s b u r g ,  w i t h  i t s  s m a l l ,  b u t  s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n ,
s u p p o r t e d  a  c h u r c h  o r  s c h o o l .
G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  t o w n s  h a d  l a r g e r  n u m b e r s
o f  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  S c h o o l s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n
W i n c h e s t e r ,  S a l i s b u r y ,  B e t h a b a r a ,  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  B e t h a n i a ,  N e w
L o n d o n „ S t r a s b u r g ,  S a l e m ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  a n d  M a r t i n s b u r g .
C o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  s u p p o r t e d  c h u r c h e s  i n c l u d e d  W i n c h e s t e r ,
S t a u n t o n ,  S a l i s b u r y ,  B e t h a b a r a ,  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  M e c k l e n b u r g ,
B e t h a n i a ,  N e w  L o n d o n ,  S t r a s b u r g ,  W o o d s t o c k ,  S a l e m ,
M a r t i n s b u r g ,  F i n c a s t l e ,  a n d  e v e n  H a r r i s b u r g .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  L a
R o u c h e f o u c a u l t  L i a n c o u r t  n o t e d  w h e n  h e  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h
S t e p h e n s b u r g  l a t e  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  t o w n  h a d  a
c h u r c h  d i d  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  i t  w a s  r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d e d :
w e  s e l d o m  m e e t  w i t h  a n y  i n  V i r g i n i a  w h e r e  d i v i n e  
s e r v i c e  i s  p e r f o r m e d ;  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  w e  s e e  
i n d e e d  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  c a l l e d  m e e t i n g - p l a c e s , b u t  n o  
s e r m o n s  a r e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e r e ,  n o  p r a y e r s  r e a d ,  a n d  
t h e y  d o  n o t  o f  c o u r s e  d e s e r v e  t h e  n a m e  o f  
c h u r c h . 2 1
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  b o t h  c h u r c h e s  a n d  s c h o o l s  d o  
m u c h  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  a c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
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i m p o r t a n c e  s u c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h e l d  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  T h e y  
h e l p  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  a  t o w n  f r o m  a  c l u s t e r  o f  f a r m e r s '  
r e s i d e n c e s . 2 2
T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  a l s o  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  f u n c t i o n  a s  a n  i s o l a t e d  u n i t ,  b u t  
w a s  l i n k e d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  a n d  o t h e r  t o w n s  i n  s e v e r a l  w a y s .
O n  o n e  l e v e l ,  t h e  t o w n  w a s  l i n k e d  t o  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  
c o m m u n i t y  i n  a  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  s y s t e m  o f  e x c h a n g e .  I n  
a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a  r e g i o n  c o u l d  
b e  m e t  b y  a  t r a v e l i n g  m e r c h a n t  o r  s o l i t a r y  S c o t s  s t o r e  w h e r e  
l o c a l  f a r m e r s  c o u l d  t r a d e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  f o r  m a n u f a c t u r e d  o r  
i m p o r t e d  g o o d s .  A s  t h e  a r e a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  s u r p a s s e d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  a  s i n g l e  
m e r c h a n t .  M o r e  s e t t l e r s  m e a n t  a  l a r g e r  v o l u m e  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  w a s  p r o d u c e d  f o r  s a l e .  T o  p r o f i t  f r o m  
t h e i r  l a b o r s , f a r m e r s  n e e d e d  t o  t i e  i n t o  a  c o m m e r c i a l  
t r a d i n g  s y s t e m  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  f a r m e r s  i n  o t h e r  
r e g i o n s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  o f  f a r m e r s  
p l a c e d  d e m a n d s  o n  m e r c h a n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  g r e a t e r  v o l u m e  a n d  
a w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  p r o d u c t s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
c r e a t e d  t h e  e x t r a  d e m a n d  n e e d e d  f o r  a r t i s a n s  t o  b e g i n  
p r o d u c i n g  i t e m s  f o r  l o c a l  c o n s u m p t i o n .  T h i s  r e c i p r o c a l  
s y s t e m  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  o f  a  t o w n  a n d  i t s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v e d  
f a r m e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  m e r c h a n t s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  
i n s t a n c e s  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s . 23
O n  a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  t o w n s  w e r e  l i n k e d  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r ,
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a g a i n  i n  a  r e c i p r o c a l  s y s t e m  o f  e x c h a n g e .  T w o  m a i n  
c o m m e r c i a l  n e t w o r k s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  r e f l e c t i n g  
t h e  w a y  t h e  a r e a  w a s  s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
T o w n s  w h i c h  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  t i e  i n t o  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  o r  w e r e  
n o t  l o c a t e d  i n  a  w e l l - p o p u l a t e d  r e g i o n  m a i n t a i n e d  a  
p r e c a r i o u s  e x i s t e n c e  w h i l e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  f l o u r i s h e d .
T h e  t o w n s  a l o n g  t h e  G r e a t  W a g o n  R o a d  w e r e  l i n k e d  t o  e a c h  
o t h e r  a n d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p r o f i t  f r o m  a t r a d e  a m o n g s t  
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  t r a v e l e r s  c o n t i n u i n g  s o u t h .  T h e y  
w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  m a j o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  g o o d s  s u c h  a s  g r a i n s ,  h e m p ,  a n d  l i v e s t o c k .  I n  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a  s e c o n d  s y s t e m  d e v e l o p e d ,  w h e r e  w e s t e r n  
t o w n s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s h i p  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  e a s t  t o  t o w n s  i n  
c o a s t a l  p l a i n  a n d  o n  t o  p o r t s  i n  t h e  T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a ,  
C h a r l e s t o n ,  a n d  W i l m i n g t o n .  I n  e x c h a n g e ,  m e r c h a n t s  w e r e  
a b l e  t o  i m p o r t  g o o d s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  f o r  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s .  I n  d i s p r o p o r t i o n  t o  
t h e i r  s i z e ,  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n s  w e r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
e c o n o m i e s  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a . 24
I n  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  1 7 4 4  t o  1 7 7 6  t w e n t y - e i g h t  t o w n s  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  a t t e m p t e d  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  r e g i o n  m a d e  u p  
o f  t h e  P i e d m o n t  S o u t h s i d e  a n d  G r e a t  V a l l e y  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  
i n  P i e d m o n t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  T h e s e  t o w n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p u r p o s e s ,  u n d e r  d i f f e r i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
a n d  w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  s u c c e s s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , b y  t h e
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c l o s e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  t o w n s  a n d  t o w n  l i f e  w e r e  
f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  b y  s e r v i n g  a s  
t r a d i n g  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s ,  
r e l i g i o u s  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s o r t s  a n d  s e r v i c e  
c e n t e r s .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t o w n s  i s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  
w i t h  i m p l i c a t i o n s  e x p a n d i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t w o  
c o l o n i e s .
I n  1 7 7 5 ,  P h i l i p  F i t h i a n  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e c e n t l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b a c k c o u n t r y  t o w n  o f  M a r t i n s b u r g .  I m p r e s s e d  w i t h  
t h e  p r o g r e s s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  t o w n ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  v i s i o n  i t s  c i t i z e n s  h e l d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  h e  
w r o t e .
P r o b a b l y ,  i f  A m e r i c a n  l i b e r t y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  f o r  
w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o w  c o n t e n d i n g  e v e n  i n  B l o o d ,  t h i s ,  
w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r  i n f a n t  V i l l a g e s ,  i n  a  S e r i e s  o f  
Y e a r s ,  w i l l  b e  p o p u l o u s  &  w e a l t h y  T o w n s ,  g r a n d  i n
a p p e a r a n c e ,  & b u s y  w i t h  C o m m e r c e  B u t  t h e  G l o r y
o f  A m e r i c a ,  h e r  W e a l t h ,  &  I n h a b i t a n t s ,  a n d  
i n c h a n t i n g  H a b i t a t i o n s ,  a r e  r e m o t e  y e t ,  &  t o  b e  
o b t a i n e d  b y  T i m e ,  & I n d u s t r y . 23
T h e  k e y  e l e m e n t s  i n  c r e a t i n g  a p r o s p e r o u s  t o w n  i n  t h e
s o u t h e r n  b a c k c o u n t r y  i n c l u d e d  p l a n n i n g ,  h a r d  w o r k ,
d e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  a  l i t t l e  l u c k .
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